Alhamdolillah!  Arabic translations of The Religion of Islam, Muhammad the Prophet and Living Thoughts of the Prophet Muhammad by Maulana Muhammad Ali Printed in Egypt

Letter by Samina Malik, From Cairo, Egypt

Assalamo Alaikum.

Yesterday, I held printed copies of the Arabic translations of the Religion of Islam, Muhammad the Prophet and Living Thoughts of Prophet Muhammad in my hands. I was literally crying with joy.  I was so emotional to see the first concrete realization of this grand project of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement.  Hazrat Mirza Sahib’s prophecy that “a group of saeed will be formed in Egypt and the truth will manifest itself” was on my mind while I held the books. 

It was at noon, before the zuhur prayers, that we gathered in the Grand Imam’s (His Eminence Sheikh Dr. Tantawi), office in Al Azhar Al Shareef and presented him with personal copies of the books.  He was very happy and thanked Almighty Allah for the printing of these books in Arabic and prayed to Almighty Allah that Maulana Muhammad Ali be rewarded for his great work and be granted a place in paradise.  The Grand Imam wrote a preface to The Religion of Islam in which he also praises Maulana Muahmmad Ali and asks Almighty Allah to reward him for his sacrifices and services to the cause of Islam.

These hard cover books are beautifully printed in attractive colors with raised gold lettering and calligraphic design.  A color photograph of Maulana Muhammad Ali, a list of his works, a preface by the Grand Imam and a Publisher’s Foreword in Arabic are some of the notable features.  We thank Almighty Allah for the help he has given to our small Jamaat.  We also pray to Almighty Allah to reward Maulana Muhammad Ali and bless his efforts by making his work accessible to all so that everyone may benefit from them.

The USA Jamaat has donated one thousand copies of each title to Al Azhar Al Shareef.  These copies are to be provided to all the government officials and persons who visit the Grand Imam.  When I brought my copies back to the Hotel where I stayed, the staff gathered around me to view the newly printed books.  They were very impressed with the publications and wanted to purchase copies.  I had to tell them to be patient and that in a few weeks time, insha Allah, the books would be available in the book stores.  I pray that the impact of these books throughout the Arab world will be similar to that received from the few persons who viewed them at the hotel. 

Among the people at the hotel was a Sheikh from Saudi Arabia.  Upon seeing the photograph and the biographical information of Maulana Muhammad Ali on the books, he asked if this was the same Maulvi Muhammad Ali who had translated the Holy Quran into English.  When I replied “yes”, he said: “My father had a copy of his translation from Egypt forty years ago and now I have that same copy with me.”  He praised the translation and commentary and said that our Jamaat should have the commentary translated into Arabic as well.  He was so eager to obtain these other writings of Maulana Muhammad Ali and asked if he could purchase a set of books.  I promised this brother that I would have a set of books sent to him directly from the printer.  He was very grateful and even offered to help with the distribution of these books in Saudi Arabia.

The USA Jamaat has translated, typeset and printed the following books into Arabic:

Religion of Islam

Muhammad the Prophet

Living thoughts of Prophet Muhammad

Introduction to Islam

Jihad in Islam

Ahamadiyya Movement

The Teaching of Islam

The USA Jamaat has translated and typeset the following books into Arabic and, inshallah, will print them soon.

History of the Prophets

Manual of Hadith

New World Order

The Ideal Prophet

Introduction to the Study of the Holy Quran

Early Caliphate

Ahamadiyyat in the Service of Islam

I thank Almighty Allah for giving me the opportunity to carry on this work of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Jamaat.  I would like to thank the President of the USA Jamaat, Dr. Mohammad Ahmad, and the Directors for their encouragement and helping me take the initial steps to start the Arabic books project.  I would also like to make mention of four important people in my life who motivated and inspired me to devout my life to this jihad:  our late Ameer, Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan Sahib, Mian Naseer Ahmad Faruqui Sahib, Hafiz Sher Muhammad Sahib and Mrs. Nasira Malik.  Any Jamaat achievements through my work are truly an accomplishment of these people.  Almighty Allah chooses whomsoever He wants to carry out his plans.

The Publisher’s foreword and the Grand Imam’s preface translated into English are reproduced below.

Wasslaam

Samina Malik

Foreward by

His Eminence the Grand Imam

Sheikh Dr. Tantawi

The Shiekh of Al-Azhar translated from the Arabic into English

I have read the book titled “Religion of Islam” by Allama Maulana Muhammed Ali, may Allah Grant him His mercy. In this valuable book I have seen devotion, truthfulness of faith and useful knowledge. I pray to Allah, the Honorable, the Majestic, to consider this great book as a part of his good deeds.

May peace and blessings of Allah be upon Prophet Muhammed and upon his family and companions.

The Shiekh of Al-Azhar

Muhammed Tantawi

(SIGNED)

June 18, 2006

Publisher’s Note

It gives us great pleasure to present this Arabic Translation of Maulana Muhammad Ali’s world-renowned treatise, The Religion of Islam.  We decided that such a valuable work on Islam, which is so urgently needed in the Muslim world today, should be made available to the Arab speaking people.

In 1951, a portion of The Religion of Islam, Part One – Principles and Practices, was translated into Arabic and printed in Egypt.  The biography of Maulana Muhammad Ali, Mujahid-i-Kabir, provides the following narration of events:

During those days, Maulana Muhammad Ali received a letter from a high Arab official in Egypt by the name of Muhammad Saeed Ahmad, Secretary in the Egyption Ministry of Railways, Telegrams and Telephone.  He asked permission to translate the book The Religion of Islam in Arabic, which the Maulana granted with pleasure.  Later, on 27 April, 1951, the Egyptian Ambassador to Pakistan, Abdul Wahab Azzam, who later became Secretary General of the Arab League, came to visit Maulana Muhammad Ali and gave him the further details about the proposed Arabic Translation of The Religion of Islam.

The Arabic translation of Part One of The Religion of Islam is still available in the Al-Azhar al-Sharif library.  By the Grace of Almighty Allah, we have translated the entire work anew.  It is our desire that this new work will become a permanent part of libraries throughout the Arab world.

I made my first trip to Al-Azhar Al-Shareef in 1999.  During this first trip, I became acquainted with persons who impressed me by their sincerity and devotedness to Islam.  Masha Allah, I now regard these persons as close colleagues and members of my family.  The first person I met was Sheikh Ahmad Khalifa, Superintendent of the Al-Azhar Al-Sharif Library.  Sheikh Khalifa was a very pious man who provided me with indispensable guidance for years.  His passing away in March of 2005 was felt by me like the passing away of my own father.  I also met his eminence, Grand Imam Dr.Sheikh  Muhammad Sayed Tantawi, who supplied moral support in my endeavors.  I was also blessed with meeting Sheikh Omar El Bastawisy, who is the Head of the Sector of the Grand Imam.   Sheikh Omar granted me administrative assistance in each one of my trips.  Last, but not least, I met Mr. Ahmad Abdel Khalik, personal interpretor to the Grand Imam.  Mr. Khalik was my guide in my future trips, without whom I would not have been able to communicate with any of the above mentioned persons.

In March 2006, Sheikh Swoky El Sobky (current Superintendent of the Library), Mr. Ahmad Khalik and I visited the His Eminence Grand Imam and presented him with the typeset of the Arabic translation of The Religion of Islam and requested his permission for printing this work in Cairo.  Masha Allah, he not only granted permission, but very kindly contacted the Dar al Sada Printing Press, the printer used by Al-Azhar Al-Sharif itself, and arranged for me to have a meeting with the Manager to discuss the printing work.  The Grand Imam’s generosity is very much valued.  I am also very grateful to Brother Esam of Dar al Sada Printing Press for undertaking the printing and typesetting project.  To have such a reputable entity doing this work gives us much pleasure.

Along with The Religion of Islam, two more books by Maulana Muhammad Ali, Muhammad the Prophet and Living Thoughts of Prophet Muhammad, have also been sent for printing.  Insha Allah, all the three books will be complete on July 2, 2006.  The cost of the first five thousand of each of the book is being paid by Dr. Noman Malik.  The cost of translating The Religion of Islam has been paid by Mr. Ijaz Ilahi Malik.  May Almighty Allah reward these two brothers for their sacrifices.  Their donations are on behalf of their late parents, Mr. Izaz Ilahi Malik and Mrs. Nasira Malik.  May Almighty Allah grant them maghfirat and a place in paradise.  Ameen!

This note would not be complete without mentioning the devotion and hard work of the translator of this work who has sacrificed many years to bring this work to fruition.  May Almighty Allah bless and reward him, his esteemed father and his family, and always keep them under His protection.  Ameen!

Wassalaam

Samina Malik

In-charge, Translation and Publication

