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Publisher’s Note

All Praise is due to Allah the Lord of the worlds. We are very
happy to present this, the first volume of the collected Friday
Khutbas (sermons) of Maulana Muhammad Ali, translated from
the original Urdu into English by Dr. Mohammad Ahmad,
 President of the USA Jamaat.

May Almighty Allah Bless and Reward Dr. Ahmad for this
 translation which will, inshallah, allow the English speaking
 public access to this extensive corpus of Maulana Muhammad
Ali’s sermons. Dr. Ahmad and sister Lubna have paid for this first
volume of the Khutba series.

The sermons are a treasure trove of spirituality. In these
 sermons, extending over a period of more than four decades,
Maulana Muhammad Ali shows how the Quranic verses are
 applicable in a wide variety of situations, thus validating the
claim of the Quran that its message will be relevant at all times
and in all circumstances. Maulana Muhammad Ali’s passion for
the spread of the Quran, evident in these sermons, will undoubt-
edly inspire many readers. For historians, the sermons are a
 valuable source for the history of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Jamaat,
and the utility of the sermons as a resource for preparing
Jummah Khutbas is limitless. 

We will, inshallah, publish these volumes periodically as 
Dr. Ahmad proceeds with the translation. 

Samina Malik
Director in charge of USA Jamaat publications



Translator’s Foreword

Bi-smi-llahi-r Rahmani-r-Rahim
In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

Al-hamdu li-llahi Rabbi-l-‘alamin
All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds.

It has been a great blessing for me to be a part, although in-
significant, of Maulana Muhammad Ali’s mighty striving. As I read
these sermons in Urdu, I felt inspired to open this window of
knowledge and light to the rest of the world, and share these
blessings. I have translated five volumes of these sermons into
the English language. Some of these have been published in our
quarterly magazine, The Light and Islamic Review, and also sent
individually through email. I urge all to study and benefit from
the wisdom and knowledge of the Holy Quran that Maulana
Muhammad Ali so eloquently conveys in these discourses. They
will also always remain a source of guidance and inspiration for
members of Ahmadiyya Anjuman Ishaat-i-Islam Lahore. Please pray
for the Protection of Allah for all who have made this possible.

“O Allah! Exalt Muhammad and the true followers of
Muhammad as thou didst exalt Abraham and the true
 followers of Abraham; surely Thou art Praised Magnified.
O Allah! Bless Muhammad and the true followers of
Muhammad as Thou didst bless Abraham and the true
 followers of Abraham; surely Thou art Praised, Magnified.”

Wasalaam,
Mohammad Ahmad
November 11, 2015
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Foreword

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

The Friday sermons of our late president and benefactor,
Maulana Muhammad Ali delivered at the Ahmadiyya Mosque
 Ahmadiyya buildings, Lahore were originally published in the
Urdu monthly paper Paigham Sulha. An English translation of
some of these sermons was published in the periodical, Light.
They were also translated into Arabic and published in the Arabic
journals1 and became very popular. Those who have heard or read
these sermons of Maulana Muhammad Ali are familiar with the
depth of spiritual knowledge, wisdom, and guidance contained in
them. For years, this valuable treasure has laid buried in the files
of the Paigham Sulha and needs to be exposed to the public.

The purpose of the Friday sermon as expressed in the intro-
ductory verses of the Quranic chapter Al-Jumuah was fulfilled
in an excellent manner by these discourses by Maulana Muham-
mad Ali. They contain spiritual knowledge, wisdom, and abundant
guidance for purification of the soul. They also, in a way, narrate
the history of the Ahmadiyya Movement. The correct beliefs of
the Reformer of the age2 and his real mission have also received
expression through these sermons. He has created awareness of
these beliefs, not only amongst the members of his own organi-
zation, but also among those of the Qadian jammat (organiza-
tion) informing them of the mistakes they have made. Most of
these sermons, particularly those delivered in the later years,
 reflect his great enthusiasm and love for the propagation of Islam

1. Due to the commendable efforts of Sayyid Tassaduq Hussain Qadri of Iraq.
2. Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad.



and the Holy Quran. In one of his sermons, he declares it to be
his overwhelming desire that the Holy Quran should reach the
four corners of the world. His exhortation before his death was,

“Our job is to convey the message of the Holy Quran
hence-forth the Quran will do its own work.”

It has been the wish of some of our members that these ser-
mons be compiled in a book format and widely publicized. In this
manner, not only the light contained in these sermons can receive
wider exposure, but also the knowledge contained in these files
of the Paigham Sulha can be better preserved. Toward the end
of Maulana Muhammad Ali’s life at the behest of some friends,
Maulana Aziz Baksh compiled a collection of fourteen of these ser-
mons and published it in book format. This collection included a
sermon from December 1947, along with the sermons delivered
from January 1948 through April 1948. The honorable Maulana
called it, “the first endeavor,” hoping that in the future these ser-
mons would continue to be published in this format. 

Regrettably, this work was not undertaken for a long time. It
seems that the time has now come for this work to be accom-
plished. Allah the Most High has bestowed this honor upon the
heirs of Maulana Muhammad Ali that they have arranged funds
for this purpose and given over this task to the Anjuman.3

Twenty-one of these earliest sermons are being presented to you
in book format.

We supplicate before Allah the Most High that for those who
read these sermons, they become a source of knowledge, guid-
ance, and purification of the soul. May Allah the Most High give
us the opportunity to complete this task without further delay,
ameen thuma ameen (be it so!), (be it so!)

Saeed Ahmad
Amir JamaatAhmadiyya Lahore
Dated, June 20, 1982

3. Ahmadiyya Anjuman Ishaat-i-Islam Lahore.
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November 2, 1914

Denial of the Truth of the Holy Prophet
by his Opponents and a Lesson for the Muslims

to Avoid Such Behavior

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“And We indeed gave Moses the Book and We sent
 messengers after him one after another; and We gave
Jesus, son of Mary, clear arguments and strengthened him
with the Holy Spirit. Is it then that whenever there came
to you a messenger with what your souls desired not, you
were arrogant? And some you gave the lie to and others
you would slay.” (2:87)

1



“And they say: Our hearts are repositories. Nay, Allah has
cursed them on account of their unbelief; so little it is
that they believe.” (2:88)

“And when there came to them a Book from Allah verify-
ing that which they have, and aforetime they used to pray
for victory against those who disbelieved — but when
there came to them that which they recognized, they dis-
believed in it; so Allah’s curse is on the disbelievers.” (2:89)

Materialistic Tendency Amongst the Opponents

This section of the Holy Quran discusses motives that led to
denial of the Holy Prophet Muhammad by the Jews. Because the
Jews were being addressed, reference is made to their accepted
principles and scripture. The main reason for their rejection of
the Holy Prophet was their excessive love for attractions of the
material world. They were so bonded to their low desires that
anything that stood in the way, even if it was the command of
God, was bound to be rejected. 

Hence Allah the Most High says, “And We indeed gave Moses
the Book and We sent messengers after him one after another;
and We gave Jesus, son of Mary, clear arguments and strength-
ened him with the Holy Spirit. Is it then that whenever there
came to you a messenger with what your souls desired not, you
were arrogant? And some you gave the lie to and others you
would slay.”

Believers Strengthened with the Holy Spirit

“And We gave Jesus, son of Mary, clear arguments and
strengthened him with the Holy Spirit.” Unfortunately Muslims
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generally have accepted these words as meaning the Holy Spirit
accompanied Jesus at all times, while he had only intermittent
contact with other messengers. This is another one of those
 peculiarities they assign only to Jesus, and note that it is not
shared by any other human being. On the contrary, Allah The
Blessed, the Most High, states in the Holy Quran regarding the
companions of our Holy Prophet, “These are they into whose
hearts He has impressed faith, and strengthened them with a
Spirit from Himself,” (58:22). This clearly indicates that assistance
rendered through the Holy Spirit is not only for prophets but
also for ordinary believers. For example, the Holy Prophet while
praying for one of his companions, Hasan bin Thabit, said, “And
the Holy Spirit be with you.” 

Nature of Man in Dealing with Prophets

It is generally in the nature of man that whenever something
goes against his will, he dislikes it — and this lack of truthfulness
and humility on his part, results in arrogant behavior and rejec-
tion. When a prophet comes, those who are lost in the love of
material acquisition are unable to alter their lifestyle. They refuse
to accept the messages that go against their desires and deny the
call of the messenger. This is what led the Jews to reject the
 message of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. 

Claim of Hearts Being Repositories

“And they say: Our hearts are repositories. Nay, Allah has
cursed them on account of their unbelief; so little it is
that they believe.” (2:88)

In spite of being so deeply ensnared in the web of their own
desires, the pride in these people is so overwhelming that they
consider themselves to be the only ones who deserve salvation
while the rest of humanity is fuel for the fire of hell. If they hear
a good word, they claim that their hearts are repositories (of
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knowledge) and therefore not impressed by it, they preten-
tiously ignore it. Allah the Most High states this is not so. The
real reason is that as a result of refusing to submit to the com-
mand of God and of their slavery to low desires, they have
strayed so far away from Him that their hearts are no longer ca-
pable of  accepting Divine truths. Very little of faith remains.

Condition of Muslim Religious Leaders

The idea that Jews were the only ones deserving salvation
was greatly responsible for them not benefitting from the bless-
ings of Islam. The Jewish nation was, in the words of the Holy
Quran, made you excel the nations, (2:47) and at another time be-
came such that they, “incurred Allah’s wrath” (2:61). Muslims
today are suffering from the same malady. They are incessantly
involved in the pursuit of worldly gains and are slaves of their
desires but claim to be the only nation deserving salvation, while
ignoring the call of truth. Thus, when the Promised Messiah1

(Hazrat2 Mirza Ghulam Ahmad) put forward his claim describing
his mission and wrote articles to support Islam, not only did
they not read them, but some religious scholars issued edicts
prohibiting their reading. Now a group3 has formed amongst the
Ahmadiyya community that refuses to pay heed to certain  issues
out of pride and shreds apart the books containing them. I ad-
vise you to always keep your mind open to any word of truth
and wisdom and remain prepared to ponder it. If it is based
upon truth and is reasonable, accept it; if it is wrong,  reject it. It
is my belief that such an individual, even if he makes a mistake,
will not be held accountable before God.
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1. For a detailed study on this subject, refer to the book The Ahmadiyya
Movement by Maulana Muhammad Ali.

2. Hazrat: Honorific title for a Muslim dignitary or holy person, in Urdu and
Persian.

3. Reference is made to the Qadian section of the Ahmadiyya community,
headed by Mirza Mahmud Ahmad.



Meaning of the Curse of Allah

“And invoke the curse of Allah on the liars” (3:61). The
curse of Allah means that the hearts affected stray far
away from Allah and lean farther toward the temporary
attractions of worldly life. “And when there came to them
a Book from Allah verifying that which they have, and
aforetime they used to pray for victory against those who
dis believed — but when there came to them that which
they recognized, they disbelieved in it; so Allah’s curse is
on the disbelievers.” (2:89)

Prophecy of Prophet Moses Regarding Holy Prophet
Muhammad

Even if there were no prophecies about the Holy Quran in the
Torah and the Bible, the teachings of the Holy Quran are in prin-
ciple so much in accordance with their teachings that a truth-
loving nation would not have denied them. There is no righteous
teaching that the Holy Quran has not presented. Someone can
search and find the best of what is uncovered in previous scrip-
tures, and they will find it in the Holy Quran. As it contains all of
these excellent ideas, what could be the reason for its denial? It
is nothing except for hatred and the affliction of loving fallacy.
In this verse, we are told that not only is the Holy Quran a book
 revealed by Allah the Most High, references to it are also found
in other scriptures. Thus, we find in the Torah: “I will raise them
up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will
put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that
I shall command him. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever
will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my
name, I will require it of him. But the prophet, which shall
 presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not com-
manded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other
gods, even that prophet shall die.” (DEUT. 18-20)

Now who amongst the prophets in the Mosaic dispensation
right through to Jesus has laid claim to be a prophet like Moses? 
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There has certainly been no prophet from amongst the
 children of Israel who has made such a claim. On the other
hand, Allah the Most High states in the Holy Quran regarding
Holy Prophet Muhammad: “Surely We have sent to you a Mes-
senger, a witness against you, as We sent a messenger to
Pharaoh” (73:15). What can be the reason for their denial? This
prophecy is so evident and Prophet Moses laid so much stress
upon it that there has not been a single prophet, other than the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, who has claimed to be the subject of
this prophecy. There is no doubt that Jews had recognized the
truth of the Holy Prophet’s claim as the Holy Quran states: 

“...But when there came to them that which they
 recognized, they disbelieved in it; so Allah’s curse is on
the disbelievers.” (2:89)

After clearly identifying him, the Jews still refused to accept
him. They saw his spiritual resemblance to Moses, and under-
stood that he was from amongst the brethren of the children of
Israel i.e., the progeny of Ishmael from amongst whom there had
been no prophet. There remained no doubt in the face of this
evidence that Holy Prophet Muhammad was indeed the subject
of this prophecy. In addition, they also observed his prophecies
being fulfilled. Those who disbelieved after such clear prophetic
evidence were deserving of Allah’s curse i.e., they became
 estranged from good. The Jews recognized all these signs but
 became disbelievers because the Holy Prophet was not from
amongst the children of Israel. Their hearts desired that the
promised prophet should be from their nation.
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Punishment for Denying the Truth

“Evil is that for which they sell their souls — that they
should deny that which Allah has revealed, out of envy
that Allah should send down of His grace on whom -
soever of His servants He pleases; so they incur wrath
upon wrath. And there is an abasing chastisement for the
disbelievers.” (2:90)

When a person knowingly denies the truth, it is rebellion.
Jews were so overwhelmed by their desires that they rejected
the Holy Prophet while knowing he fulfilled all the conditions of
earlier prophecy. They rejected the commandments of God in
this matter and rebelled against them. Their only objection was
that it was revealed to someone belonging to another nation —
against their wishes. It was this rebellious attitude that resulted
in denial and rejection of the truth. The punishment for a rebel
is wrath upon wrath or divine displeasure, to which they were
subjected. (The word wrath is repeated twice, because they had
already incurred divine displeasure by rejecting Prophet Jesus). 

“And there is an abasing chastisement for the disbelievers.”
Muslims today are also subject to abasing chastisement for
 indulging in behavior similar to that of the Jews. It is essential
that Muslims ponder their condition and attempt reformation.
These events are narrated to serve as a warning for Muslims;
they are not mere tales. 

“They said: We hear and disobey” (2:93). The Jews did not utter
these words with their tongues. What this means is ‘we hear it
but deny it in practice’. The condition of Muslims today is anal-
ogous. They profess belief in every letter of the Holy Quran but
their actions are totally in contradiction to its teachings.
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Prayer for Invocation of Death to Prove Truthfulness of 
a Claim and the Christian Objection in This Matter

“Say: If the abode of the Hereafter with Allah is specially
for you to the exclusion of the people, then invoke death
if you are truthful.”(2:94)

One of the reasons for rejection of truth amongst various
 nations has been the erroneous belief that they are the only
 chosen ones of God, and are deserving of salvation. Jews
 believed that they were the blessed and chosen ones of God and
that hell was forbidden for them. They are mentioned here and
their belief that they were certain to go to paradise is chal-
lenged. They are asked to invoke death upon themselves so that
they can quickly get relief from the sufferings of their worldly
existence. This is a somewhat weaker interpretation of these
words, because wishing for death is equivalent to committing
suicide. The real meaning of this is that if you are beloved of
God, then pray against me whom you consider as your enemy
so that you gain victory in this great conflict. In this manner,
truth and falsehood can be differentiated. In other words they
were challenged to a mubahala4. Christians object here, stating
that “our religion is only love and we do not wish death upon
anyone”. These are only superficial claims, for we observe that
when empowered they do not spare each other. Abu Aamir who
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4. Footnote 94a. (English Translation and commentary of the Holy Quran by
Maulana Muhammad Ali): According to I‘Ab tamannawu-l-mauta (lit.,
 desire death) signifies invoke death on the party that lies or is false in its
assertion (IJ). A similar challenge, but in fuller words, is contained in 3:61:
“Whoever then disputes with thee in this matter after the knowledge that
has come to thee, say: ‘Come! let us call our sons and your sons, and our
women and your women, and our people and your people, then let us be
earnest in prayer and invoke the curse of Allah on the liars.’” This challenge
is given to the Christians, and the same challenge in fewer words is given
here to the Jews.



was a very famous Christian priest in Madinah made a predic-
tion that the Holy Prophet would be destroyed. What is stated
here is that if you are truthful in your claim that is the basis of
your rejecting Islam and you consider us liars, then pray on our
behalf that the world may be saved from our influence. 

“And they will never invoke it on account of what their
hands have sent on before and Allah knows the wrong-
doers” (2:95).

They are aware that their prayers are not accepted; therefore
they will abstain. Because of their love of life and worldly de-
sires they do not wish to die. In fact they are certain of chastise-
ment and wish they could live for a thousand years to avoid it,
“One of them loves to be granted a life of a thousand years, and
his being granted a long life will in no way remove him further
off from the chastisement.” (2:96) Living for a long time, however,
cannot prevent the coming of chastisement.
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November 27, 1914

Three Types of Responses to Invitation to Righteousness

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“Say: Whoever is an enemy to Gabriel — for surely he re-
vealed it to thy heart by Allah’s command, verifying that
which is before it and a guidance and glad tidings for the
believers.” (2:97)

Three Types of Behavior

People can be classified into three groups based upon their
response to an invitation toward righteousness. 

1. Those who pay heed to righteous teachings and strive to
put them into practice. These are very few in number. 

2. Those who listen to these Divine messages and their hearts
are temporarily affected by them, but they do not attempt

10



to benefit from the guidance and their spiritual condition
remains unchanged. The majority of people fall within this
group. 

3. In the third group are those who hear and evaluate these
teachings of goodness, but reject them and willingly adopt
evil ways. 

If we carefully ponder upon this, we will come to the conclu-
sion that these three groups are representative of the general
human condition. 

The condition of the group belonging to the third category
is discussed in this section. In the preceding section, we saw
that the Holy Quran has provided proof that the Children of
 Israel refused to accept Holy Prophet Muhammad although
there was clear testimony in their scriptures verifying his ad-
vent. This rejection resulted from the worship of their own
low desires, pride, and rebellion against the commandments of
God. 

Enmity Towards the Message of Truth

If after rejecting the Holy Prophet, they had remained neutral,
Allah the Most High would not have held them accountable.
Their denial was, however, accompanied by severe opposition
and extreme enmity. This hostility was not directed toward the
person of the Holy Prophet, for he never treated anyone unjustly
nor did he unlawfully consume property belonging to others. In
fact, the hostility was directed toward the message of truth that
he gave the world. Allah the Most High refers to this in the Holy
Quran with these words: 

“We know indeed that what they say grieves thee, for
surely they give not thee the lie, but the wrongdoers give
the lie to Allah’s messages.” (6:33)

The Holy Prophet was righteous in his dealings with all and
had already spent forty years of his life amongst the jews before
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his claim of prophethood. They could not find fault with his
character. Their opposition was to Allah’s messages. 

Addressing them, The Holy Quran says, “Say: If Allah had de-
sired, I would not have recited it to you, nor would He have
made it known to you. I have lived among you a lifetime before
it. Do you not then understand?” (10:16)

At this stage hostility towards the Holy Prophet by the Jews
was in reality against Allah's messages.

Baseless Charge Against Angel Gabriel

Sometimes we observe a peculiar human behavior wherein a
person develops hostility within his heart toward a friend. I do
not need to go very far to look for an example. We are all anx-
iously awaiting the arrival of Khawaja Kamal-ud-din from Eng-
land. He has not ill-treated anyone while there. In fact, he has
demonstrated to Muslims what no-one has been able to accom-
plish in the last thirteen hundred years i.e., carrying the message
of Islam to the West. In spite of this monumental accomplish-
ment, some of his friends are turning against him and praying for
his malediction. This is the same response that turned a  majority
of Arabs into sworn enemies of the Holy Prophet. Also, the very
same people of the Book who were waiting for his advent and
believed in prophecies of his coming were amongst the first dis-
believers. Addressing them, the Holy Quran states:

“And believe in that which I have revealed, verifying that
which is with you, and be not the first to deny it; neither
take a mean price for My messages; and keep your duty
to Me, Me alone.” (2:41)

This section, as mentioned earlier, discusses the same people.
In other words, Allah the Most High is saying, O Prophet, tell
them that they are not your enemies. In fact their enmity is di-
rected toward Angel Gabriel for he has brought this revelation,
which verifies your scripture. He has brought it to you with
Allah’s permission. In it there is guidance for you and wonderful
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news of great success. Enmity toward Angel Gabriel is enmity to-
ward Allah who is the real source of all this guidance. This
means rejection of all angels who are the voice of righteousness
to your hearts. By opposing the message brought by Angel
Gabriel, you have also become enemies of Angel Michael, whom
you regard as your friend (the Jews considered Michael as the
angel bringing blessings as their friend). The Holy Quran refers
to this in these words:

“Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and His
messengers and Gabriel and Michael, then surely Allah is
an enemy to disbelievers.” (2:98)

Jews became hostile toward Gabriel because, like some Shia,
they thought Gabriel made a mistake in bringing revelation to
the Holy Prophet Muhammad. They believed this revelation was
actually the right of the Children of Israel. Thus, they became
the enemies of Allah the Most High, for He is the real source of
revelation. Their hostility toward the angels resulted because
they were inspiring people’s hearts toward the revealed word.
They turned against the prophets because they made prophe-
cies about the advent of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. Allah the
Most High states that whosoever is enemy to all of them, He is
the enemy of such deniers. Allah the Most High is the Lord of
the Worlds, the Beneficent, the Merciful, but when disbelievers
reach a certain stage in their arrogance and rejection, He be-
comes their enemy, because they become hostile to the bless-
ings revealed by Allah and meant for their welfare. They do not
benefit from these blessings but suffer as a consequence of their
rejection. This is the chastisement of Allah. 

Repeated Denial of Allah’s Messages and Breaking of the
Covenant

“And We indeed have revealed to thee clear messages, and
none disbelieve in them except the transgressors.” (2:99)

Allah says that We gave clear messages to all the prophets
whom they accept, regarding the advent of a prophet like Moses

                          2 — NOVEMBER 27, 1914 – THREE TYPES OF RESPONSES                       13



from amongst their brethren. In spite of this, they reject the Holy
Prophet Muhammad. This rejection amounts to breaking of the
covenant. The ones guilty of breaking the covenant were prom-
ised abasing chastisement. 

They repeatedly manifested this behavior: “Is it that when-
ever they make a covenant, a party of them cast it aside? Nay,
most of them have no faith.” (2:100)

The reason underlying this behavior was a lack of faith
amongst a majority of them. Now that a prophet arrived fulfill-
ing signs written in their scriptures, they even cast their scrip-
tures aside. They asked John the Baptist if he was that prophet;
his denial meant that they were awaiting the advent of such a
prophet. But when Holy Prophet Muhammad claimed to be that
prophet they denied the veracity of the prophecy itself.

Calumny Against Prophet Solomon

“And they follow what the devils fabricated against the
kingdom of Solomon. And Solomon disbelieved not, but
the devils disbelieved, teaching men enchantment. And
it was not revealed to the two angels in Babel, Harut and
Marut. Nor did they teach (it to) anyone, so that they
should have said, We are only a trial, so disbelieve not.
But they learn from these two (sources) that by which
they make a distinction between a man and his wife. And
they cannot hurt with it anyone except with Allah’s per-
mission. And they learn that which harms them and prof-
its them not. And certainly they know that he who buys
it has no share of good in the Hereafter. And surely evil
is the price for which they have sold their souls, did they
but know!” (2:102)

When a person refuses to accept Divine guidance, he essen-
tially becomes a follower of something else. He advances a step
further and adopts the directions given by the devil. This verse
tells us that Jews rejected guidance given to them by the
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 promised prophet and started following fabrications allegedly
taught by the devils in Solomon’s kingdom. It must be remem-
bered that many lies and fabrications have falsely been attributed
to Prophet Solomon. This was not only popular amongst Jews
but also amongst Muslims, signs of which remain to this day in
the form of fabrications as Naksh-e-Suleyman etc. Allah the Most
High says that when they started pursuing such fabrications and
enchantment, they strayed from the pure guidance brought to
them by the prophets of God. They are told that it was not
Solomon who disbelieved, as alleged by them, but in fact it was
the devils who disbelieved because they were the ones guilty of
spreading such fabrications. These verses tell us that these peo-
ple not only refused to accept the Holy Prophet, but followed
falsehood contrary to his teachings. In addition, they formed se-
cret societies that made plans to murder the Holy Prophet. 

The Story of Harut and Marut

“…And it was not revealed to the two angels in Babel, Harut
and Marut.” The stories about Harut and Marut narrated in our
books have been taken from Persian and Jewish sources. No
such teachings exist in the Holy Quran. Amongst the Persians
there is a prevalent tale about two angels, Harut and Marut who
are hanging upside down in a well in Babylon. They teach people
sorcery and methods whereby a rift is created between husband
and wife. Neither history nor any recent archeological digs in
Babylon give any evidence to support the existence of such a
well. Whatever is narrated about being revealed to them is also a
fabrication. The truth is that amongst Persians there was a king
named Cyrus. It is narrated in the Torah that he was a recipient
of revelation and that during his reign, Jews regained their lost
honor. Hundreds of years prior to his reign, Jerusalem was de-
stroyed by Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar and the Jewish
tribes were either imprisoned or fled into exile. Jews remained
in a state of bondage for many years, until the Persian King Cyrus
destroyed Babylon and rebuilt Jerusalem. Harut and Marut were
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two angels who assisted King Cyrus in the destruction of Baby-
lon. Regarding this story of the two angels the Holy Quran states: 

“…And it was not revealed to the two angels in Babel,
Harut and Marut. Nor did they teach (it to) anyone, so
that they should have said, We are only a trial, so disbe-
lieve not. But they learn from these two (sources) that by
which they make a distinction between a man and his
wife. And they cannot hurt with it anyone except with
Allah’s permission. And they learn that which harms
them and profits them not.” (2:102)

The Holy Quran discredits the story of Harut and Marut as a
fabrication.

Free Mason Societies 

The chief characteristic of the religion based on these sources
is that it made a distinction between a man and his wife. This is
credited with the destruction of Babylon and is a distinguishing
characteristic of Free Mason societies. Allah the Most High states
that not only did the Jews advance in their disbelief but they also
made plans to kill the Holy Prophet following the methods they
had employed in destroying Babylon i.e. Through the Free Mason
lodges and societies. Allah the Most High warns them: “And they
cannot hurt with it anyone except with Allah’s permission”
(2:102). Any person, even if he is a prophet, may be subject to
hurt but this can happen only with Allah’s permission. In other
words, Jews are being told that their plans to harm the Holy
Prophet cannot succeed. History is witness to the fact that Jews
made many secret plans to harm the Holy Prophet, all of which
failed. This is supported by another verse of the Holy Quran:

“Secret counsels are only (the work) of the devil that he
may cause to grieve those who believe, and he can hurt
them naught except with Allah’s permission…” (58:10)

The distinguishing characteristic of the religion of Harut and
Marut, the historical evidence of the Jewish efforts against the
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life of the Holy Prophet through the Masonic societies and the
support of this interpretation by the Holy Quran prove this to
be correct. “And they learn that which harms them and profits
them not,” (2:102) meaning these activities will be of no benefit
to them. It is indeed well established that in the end, Jews were
the ones who suffered on account of these secret counsels.
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December 11, 1914

Proper Conduct for Jumu‘ah (Friday) Prayers

Self-Righteousness of The Jews and Christians

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“And the Jews say, The Christians follow nothing (good),
and the Christians say, the Jews follow nothing (good),
while they recite the (same) Book. Even thus say those
who have no knowledge, like what they say. So Allah will
judge between them on the day of Resurrection in that
wherein they differ.” (2:113)

Proper Conduct for Jumu‘ah Prayers

Before I comment on these verses, I would like to draw your
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attention to the proper conduct required for the Jumu‘ah
prayers. The Holy Quran tells us: 

“O you who believe, when the call is sounded for prayer
on Friday, hasten to the remembrance of Allah and leave
off traffic. That is better for you, if you know.” (62:9)

Upon hearing the call to prayer, believers are enjoined to leave
all worldly occupations and devote full attention to the remem-
brance of Allah; in other words, reserve this time only for Allah’s
remembrance. In my opinion, we have six days and twenty-two
hours that should suffice for our worldly pursuits, therefore:

1. It is our duty, that after the Friday prayer call, all those in-
side the mosque should be involved in the remembrance of
Allah and forego all other conversations. 

2. It is essential to recite the specified prayer after every call
to prayer, including the one for Jumu‘ah prayer.

3. It is very inappropriate to converse when the Jumu‘ah ser-
mon is being delivered. Even asking someone to stop talking is
considered worthless.

I will now comment on this section.

False Notions of the Opponents and Enmity Toward Islam

Prior to this section, the Holy Quran states that both Jews and
Christians claim ownership of the Garden of Paradise. Allah
states that both of them are mistaken in this matter. The Garden
has been prepared for: 

“Nay, whoever submits himself entirely to Allah and he is
the doer of good (to others), he has his reward from his
Lord, and there is no fear for such nor shall they grieve.”
(2:112)

Individuals who do not possess these qualities do not deserve
this reward and their claim is merely based on vain desires. The
verses under discussion today also point to a similar matter.
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Since Jews preceded Christians, they are mentioned first. When
a new prophet or a reformer comes to a people, those who re-
ject him consider the followers of the new prophet as com-
pletely devoid of any goodness out of enmity and envy. For
example, when Jews went astray and Jesus was sent for their ref-
ormation, they said there was no truth amongst the Christians.
When Christians also deviated from the right path and the Holy
Prophet Muhammad was sent, both Jews and Christians denied
the truth of his mission. Contrary to their behavior, Allah told
the Holy Prophet to convey this message: 

“And believe in that which I have revealed, verifying that
which is with you…” or, “And who believe in that which
has been revealed to thee and that which was revealed
before thee…” (2:41, 2:4)

Thus when a nation abandons truth for falsehood, it denies
whatever a giver of good advice or one with sympathy toward
them in his heart, has to say. Because of a solitary difference
with that person it considers him devoid of all righteousness.

Path of Excessiveness in Opposition to Truth

In my opinion, a sure sign of truthfulness in a group is when
purveyors of falsehood consider the group iniquitous because
they differ on a particular issue. Additionally, they consider as
good, those people whose actions, according to their own ac-
cepted views, are unrighteous. Jews and Christians considered
the polytheists’ practice as evil and had for centuries been try-
ing to dissuade them from idol worship. When, however, these
polytheists accepted Islam at the hands of the Holy Prophet,
the followers of the Book were not pleased at all. They wished
that instead of becoming Muslims they had remained polythe-
ists.

This attitude is described in the Holy Quran in these words:
“Hast thou not seen those to whom a portion of the
Book was given? They believe in sorcery and diviners
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and say of those who disbelieve: These are better guided
in the path than those who believe.” (4:51)

We observed the same attitude amongst those who opposed
the Promised Messiah. Our Muslim brothers would at one time
say that it would have been better for such and such a person
to have accepted Christianity rather than becoming a member
of the Ahmadiyya Movement. Now with great sorrow I observe
the same attitude in a certain section of the Ahmadiyya Move-
ment by those who choose to follow the path of excessiveness
and exaggeration (members of the Qadian jamaat). Regarding us
(members of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Society for propagation of
Islam) they say it is better to have friendly relations with Jews
and Christians than with us. This is not only expressed verbally,
but is also published in their community newspapers. They
claim to draw inference for their behavior from this verse of the
Holy Quran: “And incline not to those who do wrong,” (11:113).
Somebody should ask them, now that you prefer members of
your community to have friendly relations with Jews and Chris-
tians, do you no longer consider this verse as being applicable
to them? You no longer consider them as wrongdoers? Wrong-
doers in your eyes are only those individuals who are striving
hard to propagate the message of Islam. 

In short, it is the worshipper of falsehood who initiates in-
equity. The one who has been persecuted then seeks revenge
and becomes iniquitous. There was a time when the Jews had
the upper hand and they said the Christians followed nothing
good. Then when Christians became powerful, they said the
Jews followed nothing good.

It was by the miracle of the example of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad that this sort of behavior did not appear amongst
the esteemed companions of the Holy Prophet, nor for quite a
long time after them. We, however, observe this behavior mani-
fested right in front of our eyes today. There was a time when
members of the Ahmadiyya Movement were declared heretics.
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The Promised Messiah said ‘I profess belief in the formula of
faith (kalimah), believe that the Holy Quran is Allah’s word, and
believe that salvation is only through Islam’. His opponents did
not accept this and insisted on declaring him a heretic. With
Allah’s help, gradually it was established that those who had
been responsible for these edicts of heresy were in the wrong
and a majority of people realized their error. However, right at
the time when, from one side there was this lessening in the
edicts of heresy, a section of the Ahmadiyya Movement (the
 Qadiani jamaat), for no reason, began to call other Muslims
heretics. The behavior referred to in the Quranic verse: “And the
Jews say, The Christians follow nothing (good), and the Chris-
tians say, The Jews follow nothing (good),” was replayed.
 Remember that the Holy Quran admonishes us in this manner
so that we can learn a lesson and avoid making the same mis-
take that Jews and Christians made.

Claims of Being Good Unaccompanied by Deeds 
are not True

The Holy Quran has also on one occasion addressed Jews
and Christians in these words: Say: O People of the Book, you
follow no good, but how full of wisdom is the Divine word! The
complete statement is: “O People of the Book, you follow no
good until you observe the Torah and the Gospel and that
which is revealed to you from your Lord.” (5:68). This means that
you can only claim to be following goodness if you practice
what is in the Torah and the Gospel, otherwise your claims are
meaningless. Unless a nation puts into practice what it claims,
its claims are not genuine. Thus today, we can tell Muslims that
unless they put the teachings of the Holy Quran into their prac-
tice they are not following the path of righteousness. We can
also tell members of the Ahmadiyya Movement that unless they
practically manifest that they hold their religion above the
worldly concerns, they are not really following the goodness
they claim. 

22                               FRIDAY SERMONS OF MAULANA MUHAMMAD ALI VOLUME I



To put it succinctly, Allah the Most High has prohibited us
from saying that any nation has no good. There is always some
good in everyone. It is pointed out that Jews and Christians say
that each other has no good, although they both read and be-
lieve in the Torah. If they had only considered this common be-
lief, they would agree that both have at least one element of
goodness. How much in common do Muslims have? They all be-
lieve in One God, one Prophet, and one Book. All regard the
Holy Quran as the revealed word of God and they all face in the
direction of the Ka’bah when reciting their prayers. With this
degree of commonality, it was essential for them not to have
 spoken ill of each other. It is lamentable that Muslims did not
learn this lesson of the Holy Quran, and that now a section from
the Ahmadiyya Movement has followed in their (the Jews’ and
Christians’) footsteps. 

“Even thus say those who have no knowledge, like what they
say” (2:113). Allah the Most High states that saying such things is
the way of the ignorant. For those who read the Book and are
even called the People of the Book, putting down each other in
this manner is certainly not an act of righteousness. “So Allah
will judge between them on the day of Resurrection in that
wherein they differ” (2:113).

Preventing People from Worshipping in Mosques is
Contrary to Religious Teachings

“And who is more unjust than he who prevents (men)
from the mosques of Allah, from His name being remem-
bered therein, and strives to ruin them? (As for) these, it
was not proper for them to enter them except in fear. For
them is disgrace in this world, and theirs is a grievous
chastisement in the Hereafter.” (2:114)

All those who prevent people from mosques are addressed
in this verse. Jews were subject to the wrath of Allah; hence
their power faded very early on. Christians had power so they
tried for quite some time to prevent people from going to
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mosques. The purpose of the crusades was to prevent Muslims
from going to mosques, but all these attempts ended in humili-
ation. Allah the Most High established Islamic principles, the
foremost amongst these being freedom of religion. They have
adhered to it with such steadfastness that presently such an ex-
ample is seldom found amongst Muslims. 

“For them is disgrace in this world.”Whoever prevented Mus-
lims from going into mosques was disgraced in the world. Today,
no one needs to stop Muslims from going into mosques. They are
themselves staying away from mosques. Do not be excited by
seeing these huge and magnificent mosques. A mosque can be
compared to a body that becomes alive only by remembrance of
Allah. Unless congregational prayers are held in mosques five
times every day, their mere presence can be of no benefit to Mus-
lims. Those who construct mosques should also make efforts to
ensure that they are filled with worshippers of Allah; otherwise
all of you will be subject to this warning from Allah. 

“And Allah’s is the East and the West, so whither you turn
thither is Allah’s purpose. Surely Allah is Ample-giving,
Knowing.” (2:115)

Do not think that those who prevent people from Allah’s
mosques will be successful. The East and the West belong to
Allah. He is the Mighty and is with the Muslims, “so whither you
turn thither is Allah’s purpose.” Thus one companion of the Holy
Prophet came to Afghanistan and converted all of Afghanistan to
Islam. Also, see how mighty empires crumbled before it. This,
however, happens only when a group submits completely to
Allah, then Allah the Most High is with them in whichever direc-
tion they go. 

Associating with Allah and the Revolution Brought by
Islam

“And they say: Allah has taken to Himself a son — glory
be to Him! Rather, whatever is in the heavens and the
earth is His. All are obedient to Him.” (2:116)
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“Wonderful Originator of the heavens and the earth! And
when He decrees an affair, He says to it only, Be, and it
is.” (2:117)

Allah is free of all faults. A father’s connection with his son is
only that he provides for him to a certain degree. The Creator’s
relation with His creatures are such that He brings them from a
state of nonexistence to life, provides all means for their exis-
tence and nurturing before their creation, and continues to nur-
ture and sustain them at all times. It is obvious that the Creator’s
relations with His creatures are far beyond and above the rela-
tion that a father has with his son. Allah the Most High tells us
that whatever is in the heavens and earth is His and he therefore
has no need for a son. A father is in need of a son perhaps be-
cause he is more obedient to him than the rest. Allah states that
all creations submit to Him.What need does such a Master have
of a son when His law binds into submission the tiniest particle
to the largest heavenly body? Those who ascribed a son to God
(the Christians) were in His knowledge to be the ones to pre-
vent people from entering mosques. At one time, this took the
form of crusades, though now there is religious freedom. But the
very nation ascribing a son to God is now making a very con-
certed effort through arguments and by creating doubts in the
minds of Muslims to divert them from worship of the One God
to that of a weak human being. 

“Wonderful Originator of the heavens and the earth!” not
only does this refer to the material creation that is indeed won-
derful but also the spiritual heaven and earth and the moral
change brought about in the lives of those who accept Islam.
The condition of Arabia at the advent of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad was such that the people all bowed down before
uncut pieces of stone idols. Moral corruption had spread
throughout the land. Then, imagine the scene after the advent
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, when he sallied forth as the
champion of the One Supreme God, blowing the trumpet of His
Unity to the whole world. Also, imagine the moral landscape of
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Arabia at the time when wine casks were an essential household
item and men, women, boys, and girls all indulged in the con-
sumption of alcohol. The Divine command comes: “O you who
believe, intoxicants and games of chance…are only an unclean-
ness, the devil’s work; so shun it that you may succeed.” (5:90).
Visualize the streets of Madinah flooded with wine spilling over
from broken caskets and the frequent drinking orgies being re-
placed by the prayer call of, Allah is the Greatest! And the five
daily prayers. Was this not the creation of a new earthly and
heavenly spiritual order in Arabia by the command of Allah? 

Follow Only the Book of Allah in Order to Seek His
Pleasure

“And when He decrees an affair, He says to it only, Be, and it
is.” It has now been decided that miraculous change will be
brought about through the messenger of Allah. The disbelievers
ask this question, as stated in the verse below:

“…Why does not Allah speak to us or a sign come to us?
Even thus said those before them, the like of what they
say. Their hearts are all alike. Indeed We have made the
messages clear for a people who are sure.” (2:118)

The Holy Prophet is told to respond to them: 
“Surely We have sent thee with the Truth as a bearer of
good news and as a warner, and thou wilt not be called
upon to answer for the companions of the flaming Fire.”
(2:119)

In the above verse, Allah says that He is ready to communicate
with you and He will also chastise you. Allah has sent you a bearer
of good news; if you follow him He will speak to you. While the
dirt of moral corruptness is not removed from you, how can you
be spoken to by Allah? If you choose to remain corrupt and con-
tinue to oppose the truth, then the messenger is also a warner for
you, and the chastisement that he warns you against will come.
Thus both parts of their question are clearly answered. 
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“And the Jews will not be pleased with thee, nor the
Christians, unless thou follow their religion. Say: Surely
Allah’s guidance — that is the (perfect) guidance. And if
thou follow their desires after the knowledge that has
come to thee, thou shalt have from Allah no friend, nor
helper.” (2:120)

If you desire that they accept your teachings and remain
pleased with you, this is unlikely to happen. If you accept what
they say, then they will be pleased with you. But if after the
truth has come and you still do not follow the prophet, then the
promises that you have been given from Allah of help, friend-
ship, and success in this world and the Hereafter will not be ful-
filled. 

“Those to whom We have given the Book follow it as it
ought to be followed. These believe in it. And whoever
disbelieves in it, these it is that are the losers.” (2:121)

It is essential for the believer that he should completely fol-
low the Book he has been given and not go against it no matter
how much it displeases anyone. Those who have been given the
Book and do not follow it will experience loss. May Allah protect
us from such loss and give us the ability to follow His Book as
it ought to be followed. If this displeases some people, let it be
so as long as Allah is pleased with us.
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December 20, 1914

Respect for God’s Word — a Lesson for Muslims

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“O you who believe, say not Ra‘i-na and say Unzur-
na, and listen (was-ma‘u). And for the disbelievers there
is a painful chastisement.” (2:104)

Proper Etiquette of Conversation

In this section of Al-Baqarah, transgressions committed by
the Children of Israel are mentioned. One indiscretion was that
they made fun of God’s word. They twisted the pronunciation
of a word in such a way that it would alter its meaning. This was
the basis of their spiritual illness; they did not pay attention to
such minor misdeeds. The Holy Quran not only identifies un-
righteous actions but also shows us the ways and means to
avoid such behavior. This can be seen in the following verses:

“Say to the believing men that they lower their gaze and
restrain their sexual passions… And say to the believing
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women that they lower their gaze and restrain their sex-
ual passions…” (24:30, 31)

Not only is the command given to control sexual passions,
but also the way to do so is given i.e., “control your gaze.” Simi-
larly, the verse under discussion tells us the proper manner of
conversation. It was the habit of the Children of Israel to inten-
tionally twist words in order to alter their meaning. In mention-
ing their transgressions, Allah the Most High has pointed out the
remedy to correct this behavior. Muslims are instructed that if
they want to behave in a civilized manner, they must avoid fol-
lowing in the footsteps of the Children of Israel. i.e., avoid the
use of words that can have a dual meaning. For example the
word ra ‘i-na which means ‘listen’ to us, can with a slight change
of accent, become ra ‘ina, which means he is foolish or stupid.
The Holy Quran directs us to instead use the word unzurna,
which cannot be twisted and means wait for us or grant us a lit-
tle delay. By a simple example, several acts of etiquette in civi-
lized conversation are taught: Keep your speech simple and
avoid words that can be hurtful to others. The companions of
the Holy Prophet followed these directions in the best manner,
however, unfortunately Muslims today are suffering from the
same spiritual malady that affected the Children of Israel.

The Arabic word was-ma’u used in this verse means ‘listen’,
but also implies ‘listen and obey’. Those who prefer the word of
the devil to the word of God and His Prophet have disease in
their hearts. Do not follow them but listen and follow the com-
mand of Allah the Most High, for the Quran warns us: “And for
the disbelievers there is a painful chastisement.” (2:104)

Further explaining the attitude of disbelievers among the
People of the Book and Polytheists is the following description
in the Holy Quran:

“Neither those who disbelieve from among the people of
the Book, nor the polytheists, like that any good should
be sent down to you from your Lord. And Allah chooses

                           4 — DECEMBER 20, 1914 — RESPECT FOR GOD’S WORD                       29



whom He pleases for His Mercy; and Allah is the Lord of
mighty grace.” (2:105)

The Door for Allah’s Grace is Wide Open for all

Allah’s Grace is such that it encompasses all and is not limited
to a particular nation. Those who have a constrained outlook of
religion should beware that Allah the Most High has not con-
fined His Grace only to them. Man is quite incapable of under-
standing the many paths of God’s Graciousness. At one time, this
narrow mindedness had crept into Muslim thought whereby
they firmly believed that divine communication cannot occur in
this age. This is in spite of the fact that there have been thou-
sands of saintly persons (auliya-Allah) amongst the followers of
Islam to whom Allah has spoken. Contrary to this, the Ahmadiyya
teaching is that none of the attributes of Allah can be suspended
and Divine communication, one of His attributes, continues in
all ages. Now, from amongst the same Ahmadiyya Community, a
group has emerged that limits this Grace of Allah to a single per-
son from amongst the followers of Prophet Muhammad (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him). If one person can be given
prophethood after the Holy Prophet Muhammad, it is feasible
that another one can also get it; and it should be so. Remember,
however that only the door of revelation through reflection of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad is open and real. Complete and
permanent prophethood has ended with the person of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).
This honor of divine communication through reflection of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad (zilli nabuwwah)1 has been given to
many amongst the followers of Islam. Assigning a greater task to
someone or giving him a higher status than someone else is
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 entirely at Allah’s discretion. Even amongst the prophets we find
such distinctions as the Holy Quran tells us: “We have made
some of these messengers to excel others. Among them are they
to whom Allah spoke, and some of them He exalted by (many)
degrees of rank” (2:253). Whoever limits the Grace of Allah goes
against the word of the Holy Quran. The laws of Allah are fixed.
The more one submits to them, the greater benefit he receives.
Those who do not follow them will not benefit and will remain
in a deprived state. 

Theory of Abrogation and its Refutation

“Whatever message We abrogate or cause to be forgot-
ten, We bring one better than it (bi-khairim minha) or
one like it. Knowest thou not that Allah is Possessor of
power over all things?” (2:106)

It is our task to abrogate a commandment or cause it to be for-
gotten Therefore O! People listen to the commandments of Allah,
do not twist and present their meaning, but submit to them. 

Allah the Most High has addressed Jews in this verse, stating
that it was your desire that nothing should be revealed to your
brethren. There are some commandments He revealed to you
that were needed for the time and the prevailing conditions in
the land. It is now essential to state that some of these are no
longer needed and should be abrogated. Some may have been in-
tentionally forgotten. You do not stand to suffer any loss, because
instead of those that were abrogated, He has brought forth better
ones. He is also giving them commandments similar to those that
have been forgotten. It should be remembered that some com-
mandments are common to all religious law (shariat). There are
others that need to be changed in accordance with the needs of
time and replaced by better laws as progress is made. 
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A perfect law also needs perfection of human faculties. For
example, the dress, food, and rules for healthy living vary from
childhood to youth. Some remain the same while others are im-
proved. Human faculties reached their perfection in develop-
ment during the time period of the Holy Prophet Muhammad;
therefore guidance also needed to reach completion and perfec-
tion. Jesus pointed toward this process of completion in John16:
12-14: “I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot
bear them now. Howbeit when he, the spirit of truth, is come,
he will you into all truth; for he shall not speak of himself, but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will show
you things to come. He shall glorify me.” This is also referred to
in the Arabic phrase bi-khairim minha, “We bring one better
than it,” quoted in the verse under discussion. The subsequent
words, “or one like it,” refer to the prophecy of Moses in
Deuteronomy: 18:19, “a prophet from among their brethren like
unto thee,” that “Whosoever will not hearken unto My words
which he shall speak in My name, I will require him.”

No Verse of the Holy Quran is Abrogated

To take the meaning of this verse, that some of the verses of
the Holy Quran are also abrogated, is totally wrong. There is so
much difference of opinion in this matter that some consider
seven hundred verses as abrogated while others set the limit at
five. Does not such a controversy make it difficult for Muslims
to understand what status they should give to the remaining six
hundred and ninety five verses? What is the reason for this con-
troversy? If one individual could not correlate a certain verse
with another, he considered that verse to be abrogated. Amongst
all these traditions of abrogation, none can be traced to the Holy
Prophet himself, where he is reported to have identified a verse
abrogating another one. Until and unless the  Messenger who
was the recipient of the revelation states that this verse has now
been abrogated by God, what right does a third party have to
declare a verse as being abrogated? If mere conjecture is
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 permitted to allow a verse of the Holy Quran to be abrogated,
then it allows for discrepancy in the Holy Quran, which is ex-
actly what was done by proponents of this theory. I inform you
of a very simple test. If someone presents a tradition, ask him if
there is a tradition that states that the Holy Prophet identified a
certain verse to be abrogated. If a verse of the Holy Quran can-
not be accepted until the Holy Prophet states that it was re-
vealed to him, it cannot be abrogated unless it is confirmed by
the Holy Prophet. “Knowest thou not that Allah is Possessor of
power over all things?” (2:106). What this implies is that Allah
who is the source of all previous revelations is still the Possessor
of power over all things. 

The Importance of Propagation of Islam

“Rather you wish to put questions to your Messenger, as
Moses was questioned before. And whoever adopts dis-
belief instead of faith he indeed has lost the right direc-
tion of the way.” (2:108)
“Many of the people of the Book wish that they could
turn you back into disbelievers after you have believed,
out of envy themselves, after truth has become manifest
to them. But pardon and forgive, till Allah bring about His
command. Surely Allah is Possessor of power over all
things.” (2:109)

Do not follow the footsteps of the Children of Israel. There
are those amongst the people of the Book who wish to turn you
to disbelief after you have become believers. This was not only
the condition at that time, but a similar situation exists today. A
lot of money is being spent to turn Muslims toward disbelief.
Such subtle propaganda is being carried out to turn them into
apostates that it is even hard to comprehend. All sorts of doubts
are instilled into their hearts. We understand that Islam is an
 impregnable fort and they cannot weaken it, but of what advan-
tage is the strength of a fort when it does not have any trained
soldiers to defend it? It is therefore essential that Muslims get

                           4 — DECEMBER 20, 1914 — RESPECT FOR GOD’S WORD                       33



themselves ready to defend this fort, propagate Islam in the
world, and defend it against such attacks.

What is Keeping up of Prayer? 

“And keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate. And what-
ever good you send before for yourselves, you will find it
with Allah. Surely Allah is Seer of what you do.” (2:110)

The Holy Quran repeatedly stresses the importance of keep-
ing up prayer. I will also keep repeating this Divine command-
ment before you. You are very sluggish in the keeping up of
prayer. It might have been understandable if you were newly
converted to Islam. We could have hoped that you would grad-
ually evolve this habit and not put too much pressure on your-
self. You, however, are the offspring of generations of Muslims.
The commandment to keep up prayer should be well estab-
lished in your minds. You also claim to be the leaders of the
whole world and draw comparisons with the companions of the
Holy Prophet. Unfortunately, very little of the purification of the
soul which existed in the noble companions of the Holy
Prophet is found in you. You are having difficulties in keeping
up prayer that is something ordinary Muslims do.

Congregational Prayers and the Companions of the 
Holy Prophet

What is the distinction you manifested by becoming members
of the Ahmadiyya Movement? What purification of soul did you
acquire? A blind companion asked the Holy Prophet about how
sometimes a creek comes between him and the mosque. He
asked, what should I do to be able to join the congregational
prayers? The Holy Prophet said you should try to come. Congre-
gational prayer is therefore an essential part of keeping up prayer.
There are many of you who do not pay attention to this. Today
there are paved roads, and your homes are close to the mosque,
but you are lazy about coming for congregational prayer services.
If you are amongst the elders your position is even more
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 vulnerable. If your role model is poor, you will be a source of
leading many astray. Those who live far away and cannot come
for congregational prayers should arrange for congregational
prayers near their residences. I firmly believe that saying prayers
in congregation is part of the commandment to keep up prayer.
This was the meaning understood by the Holy Prophet. The
noble and pure example of the companions of the Holy Prophet
and our own poor spiritual condition in comparison, illustrates
the excellence of the example of the Holy Prophet. No doubt the
Promised Messiah was a noble purified soul but he was still the
slave of Ahmad. Do not give the slave status of the master and
vice versa. Try to reform your own spiritual conditions.

Importance of Paying the Poor Rate

Follow the example of the Holy Prophet in paying the poor
rate. There are many amongst us for whom paying the poor rate
is mandatory. The command is that it is essential to collect the
 Zakaat fund in a specific location. A lot of your major expendi-
tures can be financed through this fund. Zakaat should be col-
lected by a single body. Just as congregational prayer is an
essential part of keeping up the prayer, the Zakaat fund of an or-
ganization should be collected in one location. That is why Hazrat
Abu Bakr made the statement, “if anyone withholds even a camel’s
rope from giving into the Zakaat fund, I will fight him for it.”

The Garden (Paradise) and how to Enter it

“And they say: None shall enter the Garden except he
who is a Jew, or the Christians. These are their vain de-
sires. Say: Bring your proof if you are truthful. Nay, who-
ever submits himself entirely to Allah and he is the doer
of good (to others), he has his reward from his Lord, and
there is no fear for such nor shall they grieve.” (2:111-112)

This very same illness has affected Muslims. Our brothers in
the Ahmadiyya community are consumed by it. Everybody
thinks that they have the right to enter the Garden of Paradise.
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Addressing Jews and Christians in this verse, Allah the Most High
states that verbal acknowledgement amounts to nothing. Calling
oneself a Jew or a Christian does not matter. It is their vain de-
sire and if they are truthful, they should bring proof of how they
are going to enter the Garden. Allah the Most High then answers
this question with the statement: “Nay, whoever submits himself
entirely to Allah and he is the doer of good (to others), he has
his reward from his Lord.” You also will only enter the garden
on the basis of your deeds.

Allah the Most High then defines this Garden for us as a state
where for those who enter it, “there is no fear for such nor shall
they grieve.” The actions of such individuals are such that there
remains no fear or grief for them. Absence of fear and grief and
being in the Garden are similar conditions. Any individual no
matter to what faith he belongs, has no right to the Garden un-
less he fulfills these two conditions. Until he submits entirely to
Allah and is the doer of good to His creation, he has no right to
enter the Garden. You should also practice righteousness to
make yourself eligible for entry into this Garden, otherwise the
Quranic words, “these are their vain desires” are also applicable
to you.
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December 25, 1914

Faith of Abraham;
Mutual Linkage Exists Between Verses, Sections and

Chapters of the Holy Quran

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“And who forsakes the religion of Abraham but he who
makes a fool of himself. And certainly We made him pure
in this world and in the Hereafter he is surely among the
righteous.” (2:130)

“When his Lord said to him, Submit, he said: I submit my-
self to the Lord of the worlds” (2:131)
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“And the same did Abraham enjoin on his sons, and (so
did) Jacob: O my sons, surely Allah has chosen for you
(this) religion, so die not unless you are submitting ones.”
(2:132)

“Or were you witnesses when death visited Jacob, when
he said to his sons: What will you serve after me? They
said: We shall serve thy God and the God of thy fathers,
Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac, one God only, and to
Him do we submit.” (2:133)

“Those are a people that have passed away; for them is
what they earned and for you what you earn; and you
will not be asked of what they did.” (2:134)

“And they say: Be Jews or Christians, you will be on the
right course. Say: Nay, (we follow) the religion of Abra-
ham, the upright one, and he was not one of the polythe-
ists.” (2:135)

“Say: We believe in Allah and (in) that which has been
 revealed to us, and (in) that which was revealed to
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 Abraham, and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the tribes,
and (in) that which was given to Moses and Jesus, and
(in) that which was given to the prophets from their
Lord, we do not make any distinction between any of
them and to Him do we submit.” (2:136)

“So if they believe as you believe, they are indeed on the
right course; and if they turn back, then they are only in
opposition. But Allah will suffice thee against them; and
He is the Hearing, the Knowing” (2:137)

“(We take) Allah’s colour, and who is better than Allah at
colouring, and we are His worshippers.” (2:138)

“Say: Do you dispute with us about Allah, and He is our
Lord and your Lord, and for us are our deeds and for you
your deeds; and we are sincere to Him?” (2:139)

“Or do you say that Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and
Jacob and the tribes were Jews or Christians? Say: Do
you know better or Allah? And who is more unjust than
he who conceals a testimony that he has from Allah? And
Allah is not heedless of what you do” (2:140)
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“Those are a people that have passed away; and for them
is what they earned and for you what you earn; and you
will not be asked of what they did.” (2:141)

This is the last section of the first part of the Holy Quran and
section sixteen of the second chapter Al Baqarah. Since I have
come to Lahore, I recited and commented on one section of the
Holy Quran in each Friday sermon. Incidentally, this section is
the subject of my sermon (khutba) today. A translator of the
Holy Quran commented in a footnote to this section stating that
the uniqueness of this section is that it discusses the same sub-
ject throughout. People’s unfamiliarity with the Holy Quran is
indeed very surprising. They think there is no continuity within
the rest of the Holy Quran. Remember however, as far as we
have pondered this subject we have found a linkage between
each verse, each section, and each chapter of the Holy Quran
and that there is no room for changing their arrangement. This
wonderful characteristic of the Holy Quran becomes evident to
anyone who studies it carefully. Before this section, all of Al
Baqarah contains discussions with the Jews. They were given all
sorts of proofs in order to convince them to accept Islam and
the Holy Prophet Muhammad. It is pointed out that their denial
of the Quranic revelation is because it came to a nation other
than their own. They also questioned why their religious law is
abrogated. The answer to this question is that the religion
brought through the revelation of the Holy Quran is the same
that was revealed to the Jewish patriarch, Abraham. Whether
you are a Jew or a Christian, you are all from the progeny of
Abraham. How can you then deny this religion? The Holy Quran
states: “And who forsakes the religion of Abraham but he who
makes a fool of himself.” This foolishness and denial affects your
own person. By denying him you deprive yourself of his right-
eous teachings. Regarding Abraham, Allah the most High says:
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“And certainly We made him pure in this world and in the Here-
after he is surely among the righteous.”

The Faith of Abraham and Those Following the Path of
Excess or Deficiency

The status of Abraham amongst the nations of the world is
such that the prayer for the Holy Prophet Muhammad recited by
Muslims in their daily services asks Allah to give Muhammad
those blessings of acceptance that He gave to Abraham. The
question that arises is, what was the faith of Abraham? Regarding
this, the Holy Quran informs us: “When his Lord said to him, Sub-
mit, he said: I submit myself to the Lord of the worlds.” And also:
“Nay, (we follow) the religion of Abraham, the upright (hanif )
one.” The word upright (hanif ) has been used in the Holy
Quran for Prophet Abraham, the Holy Prophet Muhammad and
Muslims. What is meant by being upright? It refers to one who
is straightforward in his dealings and not inclined to one side or
the other by following the path of excess or deficiency. 

“And they say: Be Jews or Christians, you will be on the
right course. Say: Nay, (we follow) the religion of Abra-
ham, the upright one…” (2:135)

The Holy Quran disagrees with their contention that one
could be on the right course by becoming a Jew or a Christian.
It tells them that they have followed the path of either excess or
deficiency in their faith, unlike Abraham who was forthright and
followed the right course. The Holy Quran also tells us, “Guide
us on the right path, the path of those upon whom thou has be-
stowed favors not those upon whom wrath was brought down
nor those who went astray” (1:5-7). The Jews were deficient in
their faith because they rejected their prophets, including one of
their great prophets, Jesus. “And they incurred Allah’s wrath. This
was because they disbelieved in the messages of Allah and would
kill the prophets unjustly” (2:61). The path of deficiency is to
lower the status of a prophet. In contrast to the Jewish behavior,
the Christians followed the path of excessiveness in their belief
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by exalting the status of Prophet Jesus from a human being to
that of God. We are told to try to stay upright (hanif ), to follow
the path of moderation, and to avoid the course of either excess
or deficiency in our beliefs.

Excess can Occur in the Matter of Belief

Some, though very few, have also followed the path of excess
regarding the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him. For example, some people believe that he
had knowledge of the unseen. This is incorrect and contrary to
Quranic teachings. I firmly believe the Messenger of Allah to be
the greatest human being, in fact, one of a kind. This is not be-
cause he was physically different from other human beings but
because of the moral strength of his purity, his teachings, and his
examples, which were all unique and unparalleled by any other
human being before or after him. In spite of all this, he was still
a human being, for no one but God has knowledge of the un-
seen. It is therefore not appropriate to follow the path of excess
just because of the great respect we have in our hearts for the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him. Similarly, it is also essential for us to avoid the path of ex-
cess or deficiency regarding the status of the Promised Messiah.
Those who followed the path of deficiency were the ones who
rejected his claims altogether. Those accepting him can fall into
the path of excess. One can stumble either way by outright re-
jection or acceptance with subsequent enhancement of status.
There is no such example in history in which those who ac-
cepted a guide subsequently diminished his status. 

Those who followed the path of excess did however elevate
the status of Prophet Jesus to that of God. So you should have
the fear of God in your hearts. I am telling you that many diffi-
culties lie in understanding a creed. Leaving aside all else, debate
still continues between trinity and unity. Libraries are full of
books on this subject and still a decision cannot be made. The
discussion on precepts always becomes lengthy.Whether we are
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decreasing the status of the Promised Messiah or another group
is exaggerating his status, discussions on this matter will con-
tinue. I want to point out something easily understood. During
the time of Prophet Jesus, there was one group that believed in
the Unity of the Divine Being and accepted him as a prophet
while another group followed the path of excess in this matter.
History bears witness to this that from amongst the followers of
a prophet, there have been none who have followed the path of
deficiency in this matter and diminished his status. Whenever
the followers of a prophet erred, they erred on the side of ele-
vating his status. The Jews denied Prophet Jesus and followed
the path of deficiency in rejecting him. His followers however,
never denied him, but continued to exaggerate his status. It is
always this malady of exaggeration that destroys followers.
Those who blame us for decreasing the status of the Promised
Messiah should learn a lesson from this. You who call yourself
Ahmadis are duty bound to keep your steps from faltering and
not be followers of the path that has been the cause of ruin for
previous nations.

Holy Prophet Muhammad was the Greatest of all
Prophets 

You should also become the followers of Abraham, the up-
right. It is very difficult to maintain this status. We have esteem
in our hearts for the Promised Messiah and this respect was
such that we left everything for it. There is an even greater rev-
erence in our hearts and that is for the most excellent of all
Prophets, the Holy Prophet Muhammad. It was for his sake that
we accepted Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. It is about the Holy
Prophet that Mirza Sahib states in one of his poetic verses: “I am
but a single drop from the sea of excellence of Muhammad.”
Your holding the Promised Messiah in high esteem is fine but
keep his status below that of the Messenger of Allah and do not
follow the path of exaggeration in your beliefs. Remember that
Hazrat Mirza was also the like of the Messiah. The followers of
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the Messiah went so far in exaggerating his status that they ele-
vated him from the status of a prophet to that of God and thus
became those who went astray. I hope that you do not follow
this destructive course, though it is my belief that the followers
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad will be saved from such a
plight. We have been commanded, “We make no difference be-
tween any of His messengers” (2:285). Who are the messengers
included in this commandment and why is this part of our faith?
Not making any difference among any of His messengers is cer-
tainly part of our faith. 

A Believer does not Denigrate any Prophet

The consequence of believing in someone is that one does
not disparage that individual. Islam enjoys this distinction — that
it does not denigrate any prophet. It enjoins belief in all
prophets. There are those who, in order to highlight the lumi-
nescence of their spiritual lights, want to turn off all other
sources of light. Some lights, however have such resplendence
that when they are turned on, others pale in comparison. Allah
the Most High has compared the guidance and teachings that
He bestowed upon the Holy Prophet Muhammad to such a mag-
nificent source of light: 

“Allah is the light of the heavens and the earth. A likeness
of His light is as a pillar on which is a lamp — the lamp
is in a glass, the glass is as it were a brightly shining star
— lit from a blessed olive-tree, neither eastern nor west-
ern, the oil whereof gives light, though fire touch it not
— light upon light. Allah guides to His light whom He
pleases. And Allah sets forth parables for men, and Allah
is Knower of all things.” (24:35)

Islam is compared to a lamp whose light ignites on its own.
One need not turn off another lamp to make its light more
 visible. Do not reject other sources of light, but the light you
have been given is so complete that other people will be
 attracted to it spontaneously. You do not need to vilify others.
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Create excellent morals within yourself and become the doers
of good; this is the teaching of Islam.

The Promised Messiah was a Mujaddid (Reformer) and
not Included Amongst the Class of Prophets 

The question now arises as to whether the Promised Messiah
is amongst the group referred to in, “We make no difference be-
tween any of His messengers” (2:285). The Promised Messiah has
included himself amongst the Mujaddids (Reformers). I only
want to tell you that if all Mujaddids can be included in the
group mentioned in this verse, then you can include him also.
Hazrat Mirza Sahib repeatedly referred to himself as a Mujaddid.
However, if Mujaddids are not included amongst those referred
to in this verse, then Hazrat Mirza Sahib cannot have this distinc-
tion. The Holy Prophet had prophesied the coming of the Prom-
ised Messiah, which does not apply to other Mujaddids and is a
different matter. However, if he is a Mujaddid, then he cannot
be separated from others belonging to this category and cannot
be included amongst the Prophets referred to in this verse. If
other Mujaddid’s have been included in this category then he
can also be included. The Holy Prophet certainly has made a
separate pronouncement about Mujaddids (in the Hadith) and
has called those who deny them as the dying a death of igno-
rance, but not disbelievers (kafirs). 

“So if they believe as you believe, they are indeed on the right
course; and if they turn back, then they are only in opposition.
But Allah will suffice thee against them; and He is the Hearing,
the Knowing” (2:137). If they believe then they are on the right
course. If they deny, then they are obstinate and their hearts are
laden with enmity. 

Allah’s Color (sibghatallah) is God’s Warning

We believe even in those prophets who are accepted by the
people of the Book.We also accept the teachings of the prophets
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they claim to follow. Thus, we have all that they have. Why is it
then that they do not accept Islam? The Holy Quran states: “(We
take) Allah’s color, and who is better than Allah at coloring, and
we are His worshippers.” This belief in all prophets being truth-
ful is God’s color and His Baptism. Moreover, it points out that
the ritual of baptism carried out by the Christians in which an
attempt is made at cleansing the heart with a few splashes of
water, is not correct. The baptism of a nation with goodness at
the heart is the recognition of all righteous people — of all na-
tions. It is called baptism because such a degree of belief is an
essential part of faith. Just as Christians enter people into their
faith by splashing a handful of water, for entry into Islam it is
necessary to have this degree and breadth of faith. 

“Say: Do you dispute with us about Allah, and He is our Lord
and your Lord, and for us are our deeds and for you your deeds;
and we are sincere to Him?” (2:139)

You dispute with us about Allah although we did not tell you
that He is only our Lord and not yours. He is not only our Lord
but also the Lord of all of you. There is no need to dispute infor-
mation about Him. You will receive the fruit of your deeds and
we will receive the fruit of ours. We do not have any quarrel
about the results of deeds.Whosoever practices his faith no mat-
ter who he is, will be rewarded for his good deeds. Followers of
different religions want to deprive others the recompense for
their good deeds. Islam has contradicted such behavior in this
verse. It is, however stated: “and we are sincere to Him.”You will
no doubt get the recompense for your deeds, but since you lack
the sincerity we have, you are deprived the benefit of the results
that are produced through sincerity in practice. To say that Abra-
ham was a Jew or a Christian is incorrect. He sincerely submit-
ted to whatever command he received from God. You do the
same and only then you will deserve to be called the followers
of Abraham.
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January 8, 1915

The Meaning of Facing 
in the Direction of the Ka’bah

(Purpose of the Ahmadiyya Movement)

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“And everyone has a goal to which he turns (himself), so
vie with one another in good works. Wherever you are,
Allah will bring you all together. Surely Allah is Possessor
of Power over all things.” (2:148)

“And from whatsoever place thou comest forth, turn thy
face towards (shatar) the Sacred Mosque. And surely it
is the truth from thy Lord. And Allah is not heedless of
what you do.” (2:149)
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“And from whatsoever place thou comest forth turn thy
face towards the Sacred Mosque. And wherever you are
turn your faces towards it, so that people may have no
plea against you except such of them as are unjust — so
fear them not and fear Me — and that I may complete My
favour to you and that you may go aright.” (2:150)

“Even as We have sent among you a Messenger from
among you, who recites to you Our messages and puri-
fies you and teaches you the Book and the Wisdom and
teaches you that which you did not know.” (2:151)

“Therefore glorify Me, I will make you eminent, and give
thanks to Me and be not ungrateful to Me.” (2:152)

Objection To Facing the Sacred Mosque in Makkah
(Ka’bah) While Praying

This subject of facing toward the Sacred Mosque in Makkah
(Ka’bah) while praying is important. It does not, however, have
the significance that people have generally attributed to it.
There is one group that states that facing the Sacred Mosque
while praying is similar to worship of others besides Allah. This
is an objection raised by non Muslims but some Muslims have
also accepted it. They respond to it with the explanation that
since it is God’s commandment, it does not fall under the
 category of associating with Allah (shirk).
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Importance Given by Allah and His Messenger to
Praying in the Direction of the Ka’bah (Qiblah)

There is no doubt that Allah and the Holy Prophet have at-
tached great significance to this commandment. Allah the Most
High has stressed its importance by dedicating three sections of
the Holy Quran to this subject. The commandment, “And from
whatsoever place thou comest forth, turn thy face towards the
Sacred Mosque,” has been repeated not once or twice, but three
times. Muslims have thus been commanded that wherever they
may be they must pray facing in this direction (Qiblah) for it
represents unity of purpose amongst them. 

The Holy Prophet has stressed its importance in these words:
“Do not call those who follow your Qiblah1 (ahl-i- Qiblah) dis-
believers (kafir).”

He has further emphasized this by stating that whosoever
calls a Muslim a disbeliever, the disbelief reverts back to him.
The Holy Prophet does not want a follower of the Qiblah i.e.,
the one praying in the direction of the Ka’bah, to be called a
disbeliever. It is unbearable for him that any individual from
amongst his followers be subject to such name calling. He who
calls his Muslim brother a disbeliever has been punished by the
disbelief reverting to him. This is indeed a grave admonition and
chastisement for those who levy the charge of heresy upon fel-
low Muslims who follow the Qiblah. 

What is the Significance of Praying in the Direction of
the Ka’bah?

Remember that facing toward the Ka’bah is just like facing a
certain direction while performing any task. The Arabic word
shatar, which means direction, clearly outlines this meaning. Fac-
ing toward the Ka’bah, while praying, does not mean that the
Ka’bah is the object of worship. This is explained by the Quranic

                     6 — JANUARY 8, 1915 — THE MEANING OF FACING THE KA’BAH                  49

1. Qiblah literally means the direction or point toward which one turns his face (LL}



statement: “And everyone has a goal to which he turns (himself).”
Every individual faces in a certain direction no matter what he is
doing. He certainly is not worshipping in that direction. Allah the
Most High says that we have fixed a certain direction for you, to
unite you toward one common goal. Remember that facing a cer-
tain direction is quite distinct from worship. Worship is done
with the intent of seeking the help of the object of worship in
order to fulfill one’s need. Does one seek the help of the sacred
house or ask it for anything? This is certainly not the case. In fact,
the name of the sacred house does not come up even once dur-
ing the prayer. An individual with the excellences of the Holy
Prophet was more likely to have become the object of such mis-
sives. Thus, if the Muslims were facing in the direction of Madi-
nah where the Holy Prophet is buried, one could say that this
was associating someone with Allah in our worship. Madinah
was excluded from this discussion altogether although therein is
the gravesite of the Holy Prophet. The Holy Prophet is not buried
at Makkah to ascertain that not even the slightest semblance of
association with Allah remains behind. This is, however, not the
only meaning. A more elaborate meaning is conveyed by the
words: “And everyone has a goal to which he turns (himself), so
vie with one another in good works” (2:148). By everyone is
meant every nation. The direction is the goal that they had before
them and strived to accomplish. 

The common purpose of the Muslim nation is to strive for
goodness that requires a united effort. Thus unlike any other na-
tion of the world, Muslims have this unique goal that has been
designated as the direction for them. The word Qiblah means di-
rection or a point toward which one turns his face. In this case,
the Ka’bah was the only symbol of unity of Allah, the Most High.
Thus, the purpose of facing toward the Ka’bah was a reminder
of the real goal, the Unity of the Divine Being. This has been dis-
cussed further on and mention is also made of Abraham who is
called upright. A Muslim is one who stands firmly on this princi-
ple without wavering to one or the other side. Making the house
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that Abraham had built for the worship of One God as the direc-
tion in which Muslims were to pray, is to remind them that their
real purpose in life is to propagate the Unity of the Divine Being. 

Our Goal that we are Neglecting

A man was chosen by God who told us that our real objec-
tive is the propagation of Islam, which is our common goal. Dif-
ferent societies of Muslims have different goals in front of them.
Some strive to increase the literacy rate while others promote
trade and commerce. There are those whose sole purpose is to
improve the Urdu language, while still others stand for improv-
ing social interaction. Some look only after the interests of their
own sect and clan, or have political objectives. Distinct from
these, is the most excellent goal that Islam has set, and for which
the Reformer of this age has taken a firm commitment from us.
This goal is the propagation of the Unity of the Divine Being.
Think about this, why did Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad say? “The
real purpose of my coming is propagation of Islam.” Then pon-
der how far you have fulfilled this commitment? Your condition
is like that of a person who is barely awake after seeing a dream.
You are still far away from fulfilling this dream. Not only have
you forgotten this noble vision but have indeed forgotten your-
selves2. Before you is the example of a nation that lost sight of
its real goal and acted contrary to the teachings of the Messiah
Jesus. What happened to them? They strayed far away from the
real objective. 

I perceive the danger that your movement also may face the
plight of the followers of Christ. You might ask me, how is this
possible? How can an organization formed by one appointed by
God go on the wrong path? I am telling you that the example of
the followers of Christ is right there in front of us. Man 
can learn a lot from previous experiences. You might become 
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incapable of performing the task for which you have been called
to stand up. The followers of Christ were given the sermon of
the Unity of God, which was deemed the very purpose of their
existence. Instead of propagating Unity they chose to spread
Trinity. Did they succeed in accomplishing their real goal? If they
were unsuccessful, how can you then succeed when you start
calling the followers of Islam disbelievers? They were assigned
the task of spreading the principle of the unity of God. For you
there is propagation of Islam. Both have the same meaning. The
word Islam was chosen in your case so you would abstain from
anything that is destructive to this sacred cause. My heart breaks
with sorrow when I see that instead of spreading Islam, arrows
are being thrown at it. You3 say ‘what was that Islam, did Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad bring it to the world?’ No! He was in fact
a servant of Islam. Do you also not say that with his claim, Mus-
lims have disappeared from the world i.e., those who reject his
claims can no longer be called Muslims. What is it now that you
call propagation of Islam? The implication of what you say is that
the kalima (formula of faith, la ilaha ill- Allah Muhammad-un
Rasulu-llah) the foundation stone of Islam, has lost its validity, for
you call those who recite it, disbelievers. 

Refrain from Exaggeration in your Beliefs; do not Turn
Metaphor into the Reality

If you elevate the status of the Holy Prophet to that of God,
then nothing of Islam remains behind. Similarly, if you raise the
status of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to that of the Holy
Prophet, you have utterly destroyed the Ahmadiyya Movement.
For nineteen hundred years, the Christian nation had gone
astray, deviated from the right path. Now Allah the Most High
has shattered this idol of trinity and opened up a way for the
Doctrine of the Unity of the Divine Being and you are trying to
shut this door with your own hands. What was the basis of the
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Christian belief of calling Jesus ‘God’? They took the allegoric
and metaphorical language and gave it the literal meaning. They
can plead ignorance in this matter with the excuse that they
were not informed that the language used in reference to Jesus
was figurative and not literal. You do not even have this excuse,
for your Messiah has been conveying this to you throughout his
writings from the very beginning. See his last statement before
his death in supplement to Haqiqat ul Wahy (PAGE 64): “I have
been called prophet of God only by way of metaphor and not
by way of reality.” He calls himself a prophet in a metaphorical
sense while you assign to it its literal meaning. 

Parting with a Life of Luxury is the First Step Toward the
Completion of any Task

A direction has been fixed for everyone, but to reach and ful-
fill its real purpose and goal, one has to part with a life of com-
fort and luxury. Observe any nation or society and you will
realize the immensity of hurdles they have crossed in order to
reach their desired goal. Those whose objectives are impure,
also have to face difficulties to accomplish their goals. Just look
at thieves and dacoits. In order to bring their plans to fruition,
they also have to forsake their comfort. They have to face diffi-
culties, and experience inclement weather, sleepless days and
nights and put in great effort to reach their goal. This is true for
all worldly schemes, whether they are good or evil. Notice how
those who evolve these plans have to face hardship. Those striv-
ing to better their education, the vanguards of political and na-
tional leadership and their followers, political parties, all have to
go through a period of difficulty and suffering. This is true even
for the extremely dangerous group called anarchists who are a
threat to peace. If you study their history, you will find out all
the dangerous schemes they make and how they forego easy
 living in order to be successful. You tell me what life of ease and
comfort have you given up in order to truly propagate Islam
with the vigor and intensity it deserves? 
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Strength of a Movement Does Not Depend upon
Numbers

If you say we are few in numbers, I say that you are many. A
movement is always initiated by a single individual. He who
wants to accomplish something is alone in the beginning and is
unlikely to succeed without hardship and suffering. Hazrat Mirza
Sahib has said, “there are many sharp thorns and thorny bushes
that lie in the path leading towards me. He who is tender footed
should part my company and not venture on to this path.” If you
feel anxious because of the scarcity of your numbers, then why
do you not allow the four hundred million or so Muslims to ac-
complish this mission? What was the need for you to part their
company? Go and see the immensity of sacrifice that people
make in order to accomplish even minor tasks. They readily give
up and allow their homes to be torched in order to reach a sin-
gle purpose and goal. Why is it that the great importance of the
task and the duty you have undertaken to accomplish does not
allow you to bear even minor inconveniences and difficulties?

The Key to Success Lies in the Performance of Deeds

I can only call upon you, for these are matters to be conveyed
only to other human beings. I certainly cannot speak in this re-
gard to the trees or leaves in the jungle. I have not been ap-
pointed by God, but I feel it is my duty to remind you of your
duties. How far have you acted upon the principle of, “And
everyone has a goal.”? You accomplish this task, then there will
be no need for any exhortation. There are older individuals
amongst you who know very well the purpose for which Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad came to this world. What was his mission
and for what purpose did he form an organization? There are
amongst you youth those whose hearts are full of such zeal and
enthusiasm that inspires them to undertake the most difficult
tasks. Why should I not call upon these young and old and re-
mind them of their duties? Those who depend upon numbers
cannot succeed. If you have doubt about this matter look at
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events in the past and see how those who did so faltered in ac-
complishing their goal. Even those who had gathered in support
of God’s blessed messenger, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, suf-
fered on one occasion when the thought of having a higher nu-
merical strength made them proud. The Holy Quran refers to
this in these words: “Certainly Allah helped you in many battle-
fields, and on the day of Hunain, when your great numbers made
you proud” (9:25). Remember a thousand cannot accomplish the
task accomplished by a single individual. Why do you feel anx-
ious because you are few and do not strive to fulfill the task of
thousands? If you think that the life of this world is forever, then
you are entitled to entertain such thoughts. If this is not the
case, why do you perform such deeds that instead of being a
source of Allah’s mercy upon you, result in distancing you from
Him? If you do not fully dedicate yourself in accomplishing the
task that lies in front of you, future generations will curse you.
They will say that you did not put into practice your word of
mouth. Remember that there are hundreds and thousands who
pass away after spending a limited time in this world and no one
knows who they were or where they went. Thousands of ants
and insects perish every day and no one is aware of their pres-
ence. Of what benefit is an existence that is worse than these
lower forms of life? When you pass away, no one remembers
you and you leave behind no trace of your existence.

Pay Attention to the Propagation of Islam Wherever 
You Are

“And from whatsoever place thou comest forth turn thy
face towards the Sacred Mosque. And wherever you are
turn your faces towards it, so that people may have no
plea against you except such of them as are unjust — so
fear them not and fear Me — and that I may complete My
favour to you and that you may go aright.” (2:150)

I also enjoin you that wherever you are, you might pursue dif-
ferent occupations or reside in various places in the world. Re-
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member always to face the direction of the Sacred Mosque. Al-
ways keep in mind the goal that it is your task to propagate the
Religion of Islam. Fulfill with enthusiasm and dedication all the
tasks connected with spreading the message of the Unity of
God, “so that people may have no plea against you except such
of them as are unjust.”

The Two Excellent Prayers of Prophet Abraham and
Their Results

What was this plea, to which the Holy Quran refers? It was this
building of the Sacred Mosque that Prophet Abraham did with
Hazrat Ishmael and settled him where the sacred mosque is lo-
cated, “in a valley unproductive of fruit” (14:37). Now that prophet-
hood came amongst the offspring of Hazrat Ishmael and a Prophet
with the excellences of the Holy Prophet Muhammad was sent to
them, why should they face another direction? Why was another
direction not fixed for them? It was to this plea from the people
that was to come to pass that Allah the Most High refers to and has
appointed the Sacred house at Makkah as the direction toward
which Muslims were to face during prayer, referring simultane-
ously to those who raise unwarranted pleas in the words “except
such of them as are unjust — so fear them not and fear Me.” The
intent of this Divine decision is expressed in the words — “and
that I may complete My favour to you and that you may go aright.”

“Even as (kama) We have sent among you a Messenger
from among you, who recites to you Our messages and
purifies you and teaches you the Book and the Wisdom
and teaches you that which you did not know.” (2: 151)

People have had great difficulty in understanding the Arabic
word kama (even as) mentioned in this verse. It refers to, be-
sides all the other favors that were to be given to this nation, to
the very person of the Holy Prophet for whom Prophet Abra-
ham had pleaded in these words: “Our Lord, and raise up in
them a Messenger from among them who shall recite to them
Thy messages and teach them the Book and the Wisdom, and
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 purify them. Surely Thou art the Mighty, the Wise” (2:129). Allah
says here that He accepted this prayer of Abraham and raised
that Prophet.

The other Prayer of Abraham was in these words: “My Lord
make this a secure town and provide its people with fruits”
(2:126). And “so make the hearts of some people yearn towards
them” (14:37). Allah asks the question, why would He not accept
this second prayer? That’s why He has appointed the Sacred
House as the direction you turn to so that people do not raise
the objection.

Three Principles of Success: Teaching of the Quran,
Purification of the Soul and Deliberation with Wisdom

“…A Messenger from among you, who recites to you Our
messages and purifies you and teaches you the Book and
the Wisdom and teaches you that which you did not
know.” (2:151)

Now a messenger (the Holy Prophet Muhammad, Peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) was sent to you with a threefold
mission for your spiritual development and purification. It was
to recite to you the messages of Allah, purify your souls, and
teach you the Book and Wisdom. These are the three things that
Prophet Abraham asked Allah for in his prayer. Which one of
these teachings is still practiced? Nobody recites the messages
of Allah. As for the purification of the soul, you can judge for
yourself how much you have achieved. To whom should one
teach the Book and Wisdom? The way people give respect to
the Holy Quran is by wrapping it up in expensive covers of bro-
cade and putting it on the shelf. It is said that there is an awak-
ening amongst Muslims and they are ready to learn the Quran
and are willing to do so in their spare time. This is a wonderful
change, but we ourselves have experimented and have failed to
perceive it. We teach the Holy Quran every evening. How many
are there who show up for these classes? Remember, until each
one of you carries the message of the Holy Quran you will not
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fulfill the purpose of the Qiblah nor will you be putting in the
necessary effort to accomplish the mission of the Promised Mes-
siah and be successful. 

Remembrance and Gratitude Result in Fulfillment of
Allah’s Promises

“Therefore glorify Me, I will make you eminent, and give
thanks to Me and be not ungrateful to Me” (2:152). If you make
the propagation of Islam your goal remember you and all the
promises of success will come about by your hands. If, however,
you make no effort, then beware those who forget the remem-
brance of Allah are left in a state of abasement. Allah says: “give
thanks to Me and be not ungrateful to Me.” If you manifest grate-
fulness for the greatest blessing that Allah has given you in the
form of Islam and carry its message to others, you will be raised
to a position of eminence, otherwise you have to face a severe
chastisement. Let us pray to Allah the Most High that we are
amongst those who are grateful for His favors. We are not
amongst those who reject and are ungrateful for His favors. To
shed light on His attributes should be our aim and purpose of
life and we work with full determination to accomplish this
goal. Our comforts cannot become an impediment to this work
and we must make every effort to spread this faith to all corners
of the world, by the will of Allah, we are ready to sacrifice all
pleasures for its sake. This is the path whereby we can succeed
in gaining the pleasure of Allah the Most High.
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February 8, 1915

An Explanation of the Terms Righteousness (bir), 
Keeping One’s Duty (taqwa), Retaliation (qisas) 

and Bequest (wasiyat) 
and the Mutual Relationship of These Terms

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“It is not righteousness that you turn your faces towards
the East and the West, but righteous is the one who be-
lieves in Allah, and the Last Day, and the angels and the
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Book and the prophets, and gives away wealth out of

love for Him to the near of kin and the orphans and the

needy and the wayfarer and to those who ask and to set

slaves free and keeps up prayer and pays the poor-rate;

and the performers of their promise when they make a

promise, and the patient in distress and affliction and in

the time of conflict. These are they who are truthful; and

these are they who keep their duty.” (2:177)

“O you who believe, retaliation is prescribed for you in

the matter of the slain: the free for the free, and the slave

for the slave, and the female for the female. But if remis-

sion is made to one by his (aggrieved) brother, prosecu-

tion (for blood-money) should be according to usage, and

payment to him in a good manner. This is an alleviation

from your Lord and a mercy. Whoever exceeds the limit

after this, will have a painful chastisement.” (2:178)

“And there is life for you in retaliation, O men of under-

standing, that you may guard yourselves.” (2:179)

“It is prescribed for you, when death approaches one of

you, if he leaves behind wealth for parents and near rela-

tives, to make a bequest in a kindly manner; it is incum-

bent upon the dutiful.” (2:180)
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“Then whoever changes it after he has heard it, the sin
of it is only upon those who change it. Surely Allah is
Hearing, Knowing.” (2:181)

“But if one fears a wrong or a sinful course on the part
of the testator, and effects an agreement between the par-
ties, there is no blame on him. Surely Allah is Forgiving,
Merciful.” (2:182)

The Meaning of, “It is not righteousness that you turn
your faces towards the East and the West.”

What kind of a person does the Quran want a Muslim to be?
In my opinion this subject is discussed in this section. Three or
four subjects are outlined. 

1. What is righteousness?
2. Who are the dutiful?
3. Retaliation.
4. Bequest.

These four subjects do not seem to be connected but they all
relate to the statement, “It is not righteousness that you turn
your faces towards the East and the West.” After all, who says that
turning one’s face toward the East or West is righteousness? Did
Jews or Christians think this was the case? Was this what Mus-
lims thought? Certainly none of these nations had this concept.
Why does the Holy Quran then make this statement? This is be-
cause in another verse it is stated:

“And Allah’s is the East and the West, so whither you turn
thither is Allah’s purpose. Surely Allah is Ample-giving,
Knowing.” (2:115)
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In whatever direction you turn, Allah will be in that direction
for the East and the West belong to Him. It does not belong to
anybody else. Wherever you go will become yours. I have ob-
served that wherever in the Holy Quran the words, “to Allah be-
longs what is in the heavens and earth,” (2:284) and “Allah’s is the
East and West” are used, promises of future victories are given to
the Muslim nation. East and West together represent the whole
world. The same terminology is even used today. What is im-
plied is that Allah has seen what is in your hearts. You have
firmly committed to belief in One God and have sacrificed all
other thoughts, desires, and emotions for this purpose. Since
East and West all belong to Allah, you will be successful in
whichever direction you turn.

Do not, however, start thinking that turning eastwards or
westwards defines all that righteousness and keeping of duty is,
and the conquest of lands thus becomes your goal. This is some-
thing temporary, which Allah gives to some and takes away from
others. “Righteous is the one who believes in Allah,” and this
should be your real goal. 

Why is Belief in Allah, The Last Day, Angels, The Books,
and The Prophets Necessary?

Create the moral characteristics of Allah within you. Do not
consider that all your deeds are for this life only. A day will cer-
tainly come when the consequences of your actions will be fully
manifested. Bear in mind while doing anything that on the last
day (al-yaum–al-akhira) the results of your actions will become
apparent. It is also essential to have belief in the angels. When
your heart is inspired to perform a good deed and you act im-
mediately upon the thought of giving up evil, all of this is part
of belief in Angels. Besides these three, belief in The Book is also
enjoined. All that is best for you is collected in it. You could
claim that we believe in Allah, but where do we find knowledge
about accountability for our actions and the guidance of what
is right and wrong? This knowledge is given by the Book. If you
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believe in it, you will be able to distinguish between good and
evil and also know the significance of reward and punishment. 

Man is also in need of a role model to confirm the truth of
these beliefs. To see someone perform these deeds and witness
the recompense for their good deeds is essential. That is why it
is stated, “and the prophets.” Belief in the prophets is necessary
in order to benefit from their role model. 

Service of Humanity and Excellence in Morals Enjoined
with Belief

These five components of belief have an order and arrange-
ment. It is a misconception that belief in them is randomly pre-
scribed. The arrangement is excellent with innate beauty and
logic and makes us aware of the real purpose underlying belief.
Mere verbal acknowledgement of belief is not enough. With it,
stress is laid upon the characteristic of the believer as the one
who “gives away wealth out of love for Him.” He who does not
sacrifice his wealth for the love of Allah, his belief is deficient.
Christian critics raise the objection that, in the Holy Quran, love
of Allah has not been identified as the source of good deeds. On
the contrary, the Holy Quran has repeatedly stressed the love of
Allah, the Most High and has identified it as the source of all
goodness.

“Say: If you love Allah, follow me: Allah will love you, and
grant you protection from your sins. And Allah is Forgiv-
ing, Merciful.” (3:31)
“And they give food, out of love for Him, to the poor and
the orphan and the captive.” (76:8)

Close family are also a part of this giving. Objection is fre-
quently raised that since they are also earning, why should we
be supporting them? Allah the Most High tells us to give to them
also. “And (also give to the orphans) for the orphans are fre-
quently ignored.” A poor orphan is quite often looked down
upon as somebody inferior. You may have observed the orphans

                        7 — FEBRUARY 8, 1915 — BIR, TAQWA, QISAS AND WASIYAT                     63



belonging to the Anjuman Himayat-i-Islam passing by and a
similar thought might have occurred to you. Great emphasis has
been made in the Holy Quran to give to orphans, the needy, and
the wayfarer. They may also be facing great adversity and are not
usually treated well. Observe how much stress the Holy Quran
has laid upon treating them with kindness. In fact, anyone who
asks for help should be helped if you have the means to help
them. 

Islam Practically Elevated the Status of Slaves

“And to set slaves free (wa fil-riqab),” the Arabic word riqab
means neck. It was customary in Arabia that prisoners of war
were kept as slaves in homes. Muslims followed the same cus-
tom since there was no war department whose duty would be
to house prisoners of war. Islam commands that prisoners of
war be treated with exemplary kindness. Nowhere else does
one find an example of such gracious treatment toward an
enemy. It is enjoined to ‘feed them out of what you eat and
clothe them with what you wear’. Christians claim that their re-
ligion teaches treating an enemy with love. Their claim was put
into practice by Islam. It pointed out how to love one’s enemy.
The Holy Quran tells us that, if you love Allah the Most High, you
should spend your money to set free prisoners of war who are
in your possession. In the eyes of Allah the captor and the cap-
tive are closely related for they are both His creation. In spite of
the enmity between you and them, you can provide proof of
oneness of humanity by spending your money for the sake of
their freedom. This is the way in which Islam has taught us to
love our enemies. It shows the manner whereby this injunction
can be followed completely. If it were enough to command lov-
ing the enemy, this was already enjoined in the teachings of the
Gospel. Islam goes a step further and shows how to put this or-
dinance into practice. On the one hand, those who were given
charge of these prisoners are enjoined to treat them in the best
manner. In addition, money was allocated in the amount of one
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eighth of the Zakaat fund from the national exchequer of the
Muslim nation for this purpose. This demonstrates a practical
and wholesome approach to the principle of loving your enemy,
which exceeds all human perception. These injunctions are
 followed by the command: “Keeps up prayer and pays the poor-
rate” (2:177) This short sentence in my opinion is a comprehen-
sive expression of all Divine and human rights. 

Humility and Submissiveness is the True Spirit of Prayer

I have repeatedly stressed that your prayer should be kept up
and that you should keep it from falling down. Keeping up
prayers means they should be performed with a spirit of humil-
ity and complete submission. This reflects the condition of your
heart and can only be acquired by Allah’s grace. Physical pos-
ture, however, also has its significance. I am not saying that if
you have the urge to scratch, you should avoid it or be at a com-
plete standstill. People, however, do such absurd actions during
prayer, not appropriate for one standing before Allah. Hadith
tells us that goodness is that one should worship Allah as if he
is seeing Him. If this is not possible, one should at least have the
feeling in the heart that The Glorious God is seeing him. 

I have observed people who hurriedly go through the differ-
ent prayer postures. This is not the proper way to pray. Some-
body said his prayer hurriedly before the Holy Prophet. When
he was ready to leave, the Holy Prophet told him that he had not
prayed properly and taught him how to pray in the appropriate
manner. The different postures should be performed completely
and deliberately. No one is chastising you while you stand in
front of Allah. Some people have come with the excuse that a
lot of distracting thoughts come to mind while praying; hence
the prayer should be finished hurriedly to get rid of such
thoughts. These are wrong concepts and absurd actions that
must be avoided. One should completely follow the actions of
the Imam (leader of the prayer) and not utter words or perform
a posture before he does. When someone is praying, loud
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 conversation is to be avoided for it can be a source of distrac-
tion. One should not cross in front of someone praying, because
this can also be distracting. These are some of the rules about
keeping up prayer. More details can be found in hadith reports.

Believers are Performers of Their Promise When They
Make a Promise, and Patient in Distress and Affliction

Payment of Zakaat (poor rate) is made mandatory for believers
in order to fulfill obligations of human rights.The believers are also
performers of their promise when they make a promise.The great-
est quality of a person is that he keeps his promise. Historically,
nations that hold on to this principle, indeed achieve great success.
When they make a promise with someone, they do not break it
even if their lives are threatened. You have also made a commit-
ment at the hands of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to keep your religion
above the world. Fulfill this promise and your name will go down
in history. Another hallmark of the character of believers is that
they are, “Patient in distress and affliction and in time of conflict.”
Distress is what comes from outside, such as hunger, while afflic-
tions are illnesses that arise from within the human body. 

Believers are enjoined to be patient under all of these circum-
stances, including difficulties arising, “in time of conflict.” To
manifest patience when in conflict with an enemy is the hard-
est. The Arabic word basa means conflict. What is the lesson in
this for us? Neither you nor I have to go and fight. You have to
talk to people, which can sometimes lead to conflict. It is on
such occasions that this injunction applies to you. You have to
show patience under these circumstances. While in conflict
with an enemy, it is human nature to sometimes stoop to very
low and despicable behavior. The believer is a role model of pa-
tience under these conditions. To remain silent while facing crit-
icism and not losing self-control is the real manifestation of
patience in times of conflict. It is only then that you can uphold
the Quranic standard of: “These are they who are truthful; and
these are they who keep their duty.” (2:177)
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Retaliation is Prescribed Only in the Matter of the Slain

Now another problem is mentioned, “And there is life for you
in retaliation, O men of understanding, that you may guard your-
selves.” At this time in their history the need had arisen for Mus-
lims to engage in warfare. Reference is made in this verse toward
such circumstance. The enemy was bent upon complete annihi-
lation of Muslims. If they did not now stand up to face them,
they would be totally destroyed. Retaliation against your enemies
is therefore prescribed for you so that you can defend yourself
against them. The ordinance for retaliation is mentioned in the
form of a general law, but in my opinion there is a reference in
this toward the impending situation of war and the words, “And
there is life for you in retaliation,” bear witness to this. People
have also gravely misunderstood the words, “the free for the free,
and the slave for the slave, and the female for the female.” Their
understanding is to retaliate against a free man if a free man has
been murdered, a slave in case of murder of a slave, and a woman
if a woman has been killed. The Pre-Islamic Arabs had a custom
whereby they discriminated amongst the high and the low in
their society. If a free man of a tribe was murdered by a slave of
another tribe, they retaliated only against the free men of that
tribe instead of the slave. Similarly, if a woman murdered a
woman of another tribe, they would instead retaliate against a
man of that tribe who would be of the same status as the
woman. The Holy Quran has challenged this custom and has pre-
scribed retaliation only against the murderer, “the free for the
free, and the slave for the slave, and the female for the female”
(2:178).

Remission in the Form of Blood Money for Murder
Allowed under Special Circumstances

Retaliation is not prescribed randomly but only against those
who commit murder. “But if remission is made to one by his
 (aggrieved) brother, prosecution (for blood-money) should be
 according to usage and payment to him in a good manner.” It is
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then stated, “This is an alleviation from your Lord and a mercy.”
There may be circumstances that alleviate the guilt. In such
cases, the murderer may be made to pay a fine to the relatives of
the murdered person. Such money is called diyat or blood-
money. The reference to the alleviation of the guilt is plainly con-
tained in the concluding words of the verse: “This is an alleviation
from your Lord.”A comparison with 4:92 makes it clear that when
homicide is not intentional, blood money may be paid. 

Such circumstances can occur even today. For example, an
employee of our friend Sheikh Rehmatullah was run over with
a horse by an Englishman and died from the injuries. If this
crime was unintentional, then the wife and children of the de-
ceased should be given some compensation. 

There is no commandment in Islam that is defective. All as-
pects of the problem are considered and a decision is rendered.
A way was needed to provide maintenance for the dependents
of the murdered individual; therefore arrangement was made for
this. For those who exceed the limit, warning is added: “Whoever
exceeds the limit after this, will have a painful chastisement.”

“And there is life for you in retaliation, O men of understand-
ing, that you may guard yourselves.” This is a further reference
toward the impending warfare in which it was essential for Mus-
lims to engage the enemy in order to survive. As a general prin-
ciple also if the murderer is not punished with the death
penalty, the peace of a society is demolished. People have ex-
perimented with alternative punishments for the crime of mur-
der. This leads to a dangerous rise in the rate of murder. 

Bequest for a Charitable or a Religious Purpose

“It is prescribed for you, when death approaches one of
you, if he leaves behind wealth for parents and near rela-
tives, to make a bequest in a kindly manner; it is incum-
bent upon the dutiful.” (2:180)

There has been much debate regarding this verse, which 
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is abrogated. Even those who consider only five verses to be
 abrogated have included this verse amongst those five verses. In
my opinion, this is incorrect for the bequest mentioned here is
for charitable or religious purposes. Researchers have under-
stood the Arabic word khair to mean abundant wealth. Evi-
dence for bequests made under the direction of this verse was
either for charitable or religious purposes. I have three pieces
of evidence in support of this contention.

In an hadith related by Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas: “The Messenger
of Allah used to visit me at Makkah, in the year of the Farewell
Pilgrimage, on account of my illness which had become very se-
vere. So I said: ‘My illness has become very severe and I have
much wealth, and there is none to inherit from me but a daugh-
ter; shall I then bequeath two-thirds of my property as a charity?’
He said, ‘No’. I said, ‘Half?’ He said, ‘No’. Then he said: ‘bequeath
one-third, and one-third is much, for if thou leave thy heirs free
from want, it is better than that thou leave them in want, beg-
ging from people; and thou dost not spend anything seeking
thereby the pleasure of Allah but thou art rewarded for it, even
for that which thou puttest into the mouth of thy wife’” 
(B. 23:36). The mention of the year of the Farewell Pilgrimage
shows clearly that the incident relates to the last year of the
Prophet’s life, to a time when both the verse under discussion
and 4:11 had long been revealed. Hence, the making of a be-
quest was not contrary to 4:11, and this verse really speaks of
bequests made for charitable purposes and not of bequests to
heirs. It should be further noted that the making of a bequest is
necessary only if a person leaves behind khair, which means
abundant, or considerable, wealth.

There are two other incidents of a still later date that make
it clear that the companions of the Prophet did not consider this
verse to be abrogated. A man who intended to make a bequest
came to ‘A’ishah. She asked him how much property he had, and
being told that he had 3000 Dirhems and four heirs, told him
not to make a bequest and to leave the amount to his heirs, and
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recited the words in taraka khaira occurring in this verse,
 indicating that the leaving behind of a large property was a con-
dition for a bequest. A similar incident is reported in connection
with ‘Ali, the fourth Caliph. He had freed a man possessing 700
Dirhems and he expressed a desire to make a bequest. ‘Ali told
him not to do so, reciting the same words in taraka khaira in
support of his contention. Both these incidents happening after
the death of the Prophet, show conclusively: (1) that v. 180 was
not regarded as abrogated, because people still made bequests
under it; and (2) that the bequests spoken of in this verse were
never meant for those who would inherit under 4:11, but for
charitable purposes, or for those relatives who could not inherit
under 4:11.

This Type of Bequest is also Needed Today

I am also drawing your attention to this commandment of the
Holy Quran, that it is not abrogated. It is essential for us even
today to act upon it. You give a due portion to your relatives but
those of you who possess abundant wealth according to prevail-
ing standards should also set aside a portion for charitable pur-
poses. Allah says that bequest is prescribed for you. So if you
give some to your parents and relatives, then also bequeath a
portion for charitable and religious purposes so that it may serve
these causes. “Then whoever changes it after he has heard it, the
sin of it is only upon those who change it. Surely Allah is Hear-
ing, Knowing.” “But if one fears a wrong or a sinful course on
the part of the testator, and effects an agreement between the
parties, there is no blame on him. Surely Allah is Forgiving, Mer-
ciful.” (2:181-182)

Proper advice may be tendered to the testator, not to show
undue favor to anyone or not to exceed the limits of the law to
the detriment of legal heirs. This was what the Prophet himself,
and ‘A’ishah and ‘Ali did in the three cases cited in the above
 hadith.
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March 19, 1915

Dangerous Doctrine of Continuity of Prophethood

Explanation Regarding: Fleeing from the Homes
(hijrah) and Striving (jihad) in the Way of Allah, 

Prohibition of Intoxicants and Gambling, Spending in
the Way of Allah and Marriage with the Idolaters.

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“Those who believed and those who fled (their homes)
and strove hard in Allah’s way — these surely hope for
the mercy of Allah. And Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.” (2:218)
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“They ask thee about intoxicants and games of chance.
Say: In both of them is a great sin and (some) advantage
for men, and their sin is greater than their advantage. And
they ask thee as to what they should spend. Say: What
you can spare. Thus does Allah make clear to you the
messages that you may ponder,” (2:219)

“On this world and the Hereafter. And they ask thee con-
cerning the orphans. Say: To set right their (affairs) is
good; and if you mix with them, they are your brethren.
And Allah knows him who makes mischief from him who
sets right. And if Allah pleased, He would have made mat-
ters difficult for you. Surely Allah is Mighty, Wise.” (2:220)

“And marry not the idolatresses until they believe; and
certainly a believing maid is better than an idolatress
even though she please you. Nor give (believing women)
in marriage to idolaters until they believe, and certainly
a believing slave is better than an idolater, even though
he please you. These invite to the Fire and Allah invites
to the Garden and to forgiveness by His will and He
makes clear His messages to men that they may be mind-
ful.” (2:221)
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Distinguishing Feature of the Holy Quran: It provides
Proof of Fulfillment of Divine Promises and
Consequences of Unheeded Warnings

In the Holy Quran, we find prophetic references toward ful-
fillment of Divine promises and consequences of unheeded
warnings. It is a unique feature of this Book that none of these
have been left without proof. In the first verse of this section
Allah the Most High states:

“Those who believed and those who fled (their homes)
and strove hard in Allah’s way — these surely hope for
the mercy of Allah. And Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.”

Which one of you does not hope for Allah’s mercy? Allah says
that those of you who believe, who fled their homes (Hijrah)
and strove in His way can hope for His Mercy. This hope in fact
is a guarantee of their efforts coming to fruition. Like the word
of an emperor when he tells someone “you can hope for my
mercy,” is in fact a proof that this will certainly happen. When
Allah the Most High states: “These surely hope for the mercy of
Allah,” in fact this statement is positive proof of it happening.
Allah’s giving hope of something is equivalent to its actual oc-
currence. When an ordinary person is pleased with someone, it
might give him hope of a certain reward in the future. After a
period of time, however, his opinion might change or he may
not be able to fulfill his promise because of the development of
ill feelings toward the person. Allah the Most High’s glory is
above all this. His giving hope of mercy to someone means that
it has already happened. When Allah the Most High gives hope
to someone, it is never wasted. See how those who believed,
who fled their homes, and who strived in His way were be-
stowed with all kinds of favors and showered with His mercy.

Importance of Belief, Fleeing the Homes (hijrah), and
Striving in Allah’s Way (jihad) 

Three conditions have been mentioned here. 
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1. Belief. 
2. Fleeing from one’s home in order to uphold the truth. 
3. Striving in the way of Allah. 

Belief is following the right path. For those who go in the
wrong direction, the consequences of their actions are devoid of
blessings. Fleeing from one’s home in order to uphold the truth
(hijrah) is also very essential. Some of the companions of the
Holy Prophet had to leave their homes while others did not have
to face these circumstances. This is the reason for the Hadith
statement: “A Muhajir (one who flees his home for Allah) is the
one who flees away from what Allah has prohibited.” This is a
form of fleeing that a believer can undertake at any time; i.e., he
can give up evil. He stops whenever an evil thought comes to
mind and abstains from the commission of wrongdoing. A step
above and beyond this is striving (jihad) in the way of Allah. Just
abstaining from evil does not lead to spiritual advancement un-
less accompanied by good deeds. Striving in the doing of good
deeds is very essential, for without it man cannot reach perfec-
tion. Thus there are three paths leading to the mercy of Allah,
namely belief, fleeing from one’s home (or evil) in order to up-
hold the truth, and striving in the way of Allah. He who abandons
any of these cannot be hopeful for the mercy of Allah. 

Forty Days of Prayer for Purification of the Soul and
Divine Guidance

I want to say something about this announcement made by
Mian Mahmud Ahmad Sahib from Qadian calling for forty days
of prayer for purification of the soul and Divine guidance. I do
not want to discuss controversial matters in this sermon, but
sometimes a statement is needed. The guidance provided by the
Holy Quran is sufficient and we can learn excellent lessons and
points of profound knowledge from it. This Holy Book is more
than enough for the purification of our soul, which should be
our real objective. It has also been announced that those who
have not taken the pledge at the hand of Mian Mahmud Ahmad

74                               FRIDAY SERMONS OF MAULANA MUHAMMAD ALI VOLUME I



fall under two categories. Some are mischief makers while oth-
ers are termed good natured. The first group is described as hav-
ing no belief in God, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, or Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. These are the miscreants, bent upon mak-
ing mischief. Those who are termed good-natured ones believe
that Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was a prophet. 

If anybody amongst you is a mischief maker, then I am the
first one to deserve this title, for he who initiates something
holds the responsibility for all who follow him. I have certainly
taken this initiative and you have followed me. Those who have
been called the good natured ones have been advised to pray to-
gether for forty days so that God should guide their hearts to-
ward righteousness. This is good advice. I myself pray that God
may turn the community away from following the wrong
course. If I am on the wrong path, may He bring me to the right
course and if Mian Mahmud Ahmad Sahib is in error, then may
he be shown the right path. 

You should also pray that Allah the Most High Himself pull this
community away from the wrong course. Allah enjoins us not
only to pray but has said “follow the right path that leads to Me.”
Correct your beliefs. Weigh the arguments on both sides and
make a careful decision after much deliberation as to who is on
the right course, then follow the path that is good. You have a
heart, put it to use. Use your intellect and understanding. Do not
accept something because I am telling you to do so if it is in fact
the wrong direction. I do not resent the fact that he has called for
supplication in this matter. This is a very noble deed. It is possible
that Allah may resolve this matter through these prayers. Do not
give up your support for his beliefs because of me. Examine them
carefully and ponder and study them. Also, carefully scrutinize and
ponder upon the arguments we offer. Also, pray at the same time.
If God then guides you to believe that Mian Mahmud Ahmad
Sahib is correct, then you can certainly join him and it will give
me no grief. You should certainly follow the path that appears to
be correct and is based upon firm arguments.

              8 — MARCH 19, 1915 — DOCTRINE OF CONTINUITY OF PROPHETHOOD           75



The Dangerous Doctrine of Continuity of Prophethood 

I firmly believe that calling Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad a
prophet is not only uprooting Islam but also gravely jeopardizing
what Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad stood for. In my opinion, if
you do not accept that the door of prophethood is closed after
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, you are embarking on a very dan-
gerous course and making a serious mistake. If some amongst
you hold this belief just because Mian Mahmud Ahmad Sahib is
your mentor and he holds this belief, then your spiritual condi-
tion is in even graver jeopardy, for you are not openly professing
your true beliefs.

Abundance of Revelation and Prophethood

In his book, Haqqiqat al nubuwwat (Truth about Prophet-
hood), Mian Mahmud Ahmad Sahib made a strange pronounce-
ment. He stated that being given abundant knowledge of the
unseen is prophethood. What this means is that if God speaks to
you a few times (ilham), then you qualify as a wali (saint) and if
you have these experiences more frequently, then you become a
prophet. The question that now arises is, what number qualifies for
meaning frequent and what would be labeled as few? After all, God
the Most High must have set a standard for this. Let us assume that
Allah the Most High considers a hundred such revelatory experi-
ences as the qualification for becoming a prophet and fewer than
these as the standard for sainthood (wilayat). There would be two
consequences of this. Firstly, based upon this line of argument, a
prophet is not a prophet in the beginning, but becomes one when
he reaches the mark of a hundred such experiences. Although we
know that a prophet is a prophet from day one when he is chosen
by Allah the Most High for this office. Secondly, no one can become
a wali (saint) by these criteria for he is only called a saint as a result
of such revelatory experiences. As these revelations have to pro-
gressively go on, increasing in number, what is he to be called in
the interim period? He should at least be told when, for example,
his spoken messages from God reach the number ninety-nine as to
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what way is left open for him. Either the door for such revelatory
experiences must be shut upon him at this point or he is called
back by Allah the Most High in order to still remain a wali (saint).
Now that you have called abundance of these revelatory experi-
ences as prophethood, you should also set a limit for the saints
(waliullah) a limit, which they cannot exceed, at which time the
door for further revelatory experiences would be shut upon them.
If they continue to have such experiences, the difficulty arises that
you have to also call them prophets and if this is not possible, then
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Sahib cannot remain a prophet either.

Mian Mahmud Ahmad Sahib’s Claim to Abundance of
Revelatory Experiences

Let us leave aside these hypothetical limitations and for a mo-
ment consider only the words ‘abundance of revelatory experi-
ences’ to be a sufficient qualification to become a prophet. By
these criteria, even Mian Mahmud Ahmad Sahib has already be-
come a prophet, for in the June 11, 1914 issue of the newspaper
Al-Fazl published from Qadian he is quoted as saying, “I am given
abundant knowledge of the unseen.” In the March 5, 1915 issue
of the same paper however, he contradicts himself. In a Jummah
Khutba (Friday Sermon) attributed to him he says, “I have also
had a few visions and have been spoken to by God a few times.”
Now by his own criteria he no longer remains a prophet. If the
words abundance and few convey the same meaning, then Ha-
keem Marham-e-Isa Sahib should not be the object of his displeas-
ure. If however, there is a numerical difference between these
two words, we would like to know what it is.Which one of these
two contradictory statements is correct and why was Mian
 Mahmud Ahmad Sahib not a prophet on June 11, 1914?

Work of the Messenger is to Convey all the Messages he
Receives from God to the People 

In brief, any claim that is based upon falsehood, the deeper
you dig into it, its ill effects and hidden filth become more 
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apparent. I want to offer you a basic principle whereby you can
reach a decision in this matter. At this time, the proofs provided
by one side in this argument are progressively becoming more
cogent while those of the other party become weaker by the day.
I am your Amir and they claim that I have been given the same
powers as their Khalifa (i.e.: you are duty bound to accept what
I say). I am telling you frankly not to accept what I am saying.
You should read the books written by Mian Mahmud Ahmad
Sahib and if you consider him truthful, you should accept him. 

According to the Holy Quran, the task assigned to the Messen-
ger of Allah is this: “O Messenger, deliver that which has been re-
vealed to thee from thy Lord” (5:67). There has been no prophet
in this world who has kept his revelations a secret. Mian Mahmud
Ahmad Sahib however, claims in his book Truth about Prophet-
hood that there are thousands of revelations of the Promised Mes-
siah that have not yet been published. This disclosure by him still
does not qualify the Promised Messiah to be a prophet for if he
were a prophet he would have publicly broadcast all his revela-
tions and presented them as part of his teachings. It seems
strange that he only publishes two or three hundred of his reve-
lations and withholds several thousand of them. This once again
proves that he was not given the office of prophethood. 

I am not directing you to read a certain book or poster and
abstain from reading another. Read all of them and read them
with full concentration and after doing so do not present ex-
cuses for not accepting the truth. I had to digress from the sub-
ject of this sermon to provide corroborative evidence on this
subject. Now I will return to the verses under discussion.

Compared to other Nations, Muslims are less likely to
use Alcohol or Gamble

“They ask thee about intoxicants and games of chance.
Say: In both of them is a great sin and (some) advantage
for men, and their sin is greater than their advantage.”
(2:219)
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Muslims consider the use of both alcohol and gambling as
evil. Observe the breadth of the mind to which these words
were revealed. When he is asked about intoxicants and games
of chance, in spite of considering them to be great evils, he ad-
mits that they have some benefits but their ill effects are far
more; therefore they should be given up. We are taught a basic
principle here that there are many things in this life that have
both beneficial and harmful effects. You should abstain from
those that cause more harm than good. This also illustrates the
spiritual strength of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. As a result of
its influence even in this day and age we find fewer Muslims in-
dulging in these habits in comparison with followers of other
religions. Some people argue that drinking generates fine think-
ing. Alas! If they were to study the life history of the Holy
Prophet they would discover how pure and fine were the
thoughts generated by his mind. The Holy Prophet never even
tasted a drop of wine and always held great dislike for it. This is
also a unique distinction of the Holy Prophet that he kept away
from drinking while living amongst a people who were over-
whelmingly dependent upon the use of alcohol. They indulged
in this habit at all times of the day. The Holy Prophet Muham-
mad is born and raised amongst these people and abstains to-
tally from all their practices. Observe the elegance and purity of
his thought process.

Spend What is More Than Your Needs in the Way of Truth

“And they ask thee as to what they should spend. Say: What
you can spare.” People these days come up with the excuse that
their own needs are not being fulfilled so they are unable to
spend for the cause of religion. This verse in fact commands sac-
rificing everything, including wealth and life in the way of Allah.
How rich were those who received this commandment and
how much was left over beyond their needs? They abandoned
their homes and their properties and accepted a life of extreme
poverty for the sake of truth. They would go out and do tasks of
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manual labor during the day and after meeting their bare neces-
sities would give over the rest of their earnings to the Holy
Prophet. These were the people who laid the foundations of
Islam and sacrificed their lives for this purpose. You are not
being asked to sacrifice your lives. If only there were amongst
you those who had spent the fruits of their labor in Allah’s way,
Islam would not be facing such perilous times. “Thus does Allah
make clear to you the messages that you may ponder, on this
world and the Hereafter.” It is better for you in this world and
in the Hereafter that you give your wealth and dedicate your
lives for the sake of your religion.

Taking Care of the Orphans 

“And they ask thee concerning the orphans. Say: To set right
their (affairs) is good; and if you mix with them, they are your
brethren.” There is no harm if you were to include them as part-
ners in your trading. You should certainly not be hateful toward
them for they are your brethren. The nation that does not look
after its orphans can never succeed and is ultimately destroyed.
In this day and age there exists the absence of a system amongst
Muslims to look after the needs of orphans. Their orphans are
being given up into the hands of others; this is a matter of great
loss and a source of obstruction in the path toward success. You
should look after orphans. Do not treat them with any malice
and work to improve and reform their lives and make them a
part of your daily lives and occupations. 

“…And Allah knows him who makes mischief from him
who sets right. And if Allah pleased, He would have made
matters difficult for you. Surely Allah is Mighty, Wise.”
(2:220)

Marriage to a Slave Maiden Preferred Over an Idolatress

“And marry not the idolatresses until they believe; and
certainly a believing maid is better than an idolatress
even though she please you…” (2:221)
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Allah the Most High wants to take you toward a very high
level of spiritual development. People argue over that which is
prohibited and that which is allowed. They wonder what hap-
pens if we consume a food that is prohibited. Allah the Most
High wants to take you the farthest away from associating others
with Him (shirk). No trace of association with Allah should be
found in what you consume or in your marital relationships.
“Nor give (believing women) in marriage to idolaters until they
believe, and certainly a believing slave is better than an idolater,
even though he please you.” 

Causes of Decline of the Turkish Nation

What are the disadvantages of marital relations with foreign
nationals? Those who are aware of the consequences of such li-
aisons are well aware of these. You can observe the condition
of the Turks at this time. They took in marriage women from
Greece, France, Germany, and Austria who, when they became
the homemakers in these households, exerted the influence of
their own culture and faith upon the offspring. As a conse-
quence of these influences, the feeling and caring for Islam was
lost. I readily admit that Islam has allowed marriage with people
of the Book, but sometimes the need and the condition of the
nation is against this and such marriages result in great loss to
the nation. 

“These invite to the Fire,” See how they have led Muslims
into the fire. “And Allah invites to the Garden and to forgiveness
by His will.” “And He makes clear His messages to men that they
may be mindful.” (2:221)
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82

April 9, 1915

The Holy Quran Enjoins Exemplary Treatment of
Divorced and Widowed Women 

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“And when you divorce women and they end their term,
prevent them not from marrying their husbands if they
agree among themselves in a lawful manner. With this is
admonished he among you who believes in Allah and the
Last Day. This is more profitable for you and purer. And
Allah knows while you know not.” (2:232)



“And mothers shall suckle their children for two whole
years, for him who desires to complete the time of suck-
ling. And their maintenance and their clothing must be
borne by the father according to usage. No soul shall be
burdened beyond its capacity. Neither shall a mother be
made to suffer harm on account of her child, nor a father
on account of his child; and a similar duty (devolves) on
the (father’s) heir. But if both desire weaning by mutual
consent and counsel, there is no blame on them. And if
you wish to engage a wet-nurse for your children, there
is no blame on you so long as you pay what you prom-
ised according to usage. And keep your duty to Allah and
know that Allah is Seer of what you do.” (2:233)

“And (as for) those of you who die and leave wives be-
hind, such women should keep themselves in waiting for
four months and ten days; when they reach their term,
there is no blame on you for what they do for themselves
in a lawful manner. And Allah is Aware of what you do.”
(2:234)
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“And there is no blame on you respecting that which you
speak indirectly in the asking of (such) women in mar-
riage or keep (the proposal) concealed within your
minds. Allah knows that you will have them in your
minds, but give them not a promise in secret unless you
speak in a lawful manner. And confirm not the marriage
tie until the prescribed period reaches its end. And know
that Allah knows what is in your minds, so beware of
Him; and know that Allah is Forgiving, Forbearing.” (2:235)

The Path of Extremism in Relationships Between Men
and Women

This is the third section of the Holy Quran. It discusses the sub-
ject of divorce. There is one more section after this one as well as
further injunctions in another section. There is a small chapter of
the Holy Quran dealing with the subject and to some extent it has
been discussed in the chapter, “The Women.” Allah the Most High
has given special importance to this subject because the marital
relationship between man and woman is fundamental to the well-
being of society. Basic lessons for social intercourse begin at this
point. Social intercourse means the ability to live together with
other human beings. The relationship between a husband and wife
is the first step in this direction. In pre-Islamic Arabia, before the
advent of the Holy Prophet, there was prevalence of extreme be-
haviors in the matter of divorce. There were those who took the
position that the marriage contract was unbreakable while others
were ready to divorce upon the slightest provocation.

The Well Being of Society is Dependent upon Good
 Relations Between Husband and Wife 

All worldly relations have their foundation based upon the
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 relationship between husband and wife. This is the reason why
it has been given such importance. The Holy Prophet said: “The
best of you is he who treats his wife well.” This relationship
serves as an example for other relations. Those who cannot treat
members of their household in a good manner are not capable
of treating those outside the family circle equitably. Islam has
thus laid down the basic principles from which many lessons
can be learned. For example, it is enjoined not to serve anyone
besides Allah. With this, however, obedience to parents is made
mandatory, because parents are responsible for nurturing their
children to a large extent. As I have mentioned, it is essential to
serve any person to the extent they provide for us. This is why
a man’s treatment of his wife has been set up as the standard for
his dealings outside. Besides other moral deficiencies, a very
prevalent one amongst Muslim men is being short-tempered in
dealing with their spouses. Those who cannot control their tem-
per at home have difficulty in their dealings outside. 

Domestic relations thus serve as a standard for outside behav-
ior. Many practical moral lessons are learned in one’s dealings
with their wives. If you want to manifest goodness in character,
then be a good example at home. In this way, you can also serve
as a good example for your children. Islam has aimed at social
uplifting by enjoining excellence in one’s domestic relationship.
This is the key to the success or failure of a civil society. 

It is stated: “And when you divorce women and they end
their term, prevent them not from marrying their husbands if
they agree among themselves in a lawful manner.”

Islam Considers Temporary Marriage (halalah) an
Immoral, Abhorrent, and Accursed Custom

Amongst pre-Islamic Arabs, it was considered dishonorable 
to marry divorced women, while other religions have declared
it altogether illegal. The Holy Quran rejected this old custom. A
person reacting in anger may say something and afterward
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 regret it and change his opinion. Under such circumstances, he
should be given the benefit of doubt and if both parties are
agreeable allowed to remarry. Some Muslims have come up with
temporary marriage, which is an accursed and abhorrent cus-
tom. The Holy Quran does not enjoin any form of temporary
marriage.

“…This is more profitable for you and purer. And Allah
knows while you know not.” (2:232)

Divorce and the Infant Child

Another difficulty is encountered when a divorce is given and
there is an infant child. What should be done with him? The
Holy Quran tells us: “And mothers shall suckle their children for
two whole years, for him who desires to complete the time of
suckling.” This is for those who want to complete the period of
suckling but the mother should be compensated for her serv-
ices: “And their maintenance and their clothing must be borne
by the father according to usage.” Usage is according to the
means of the father. If he is a rich person, food and clothing
should be in accordance with his level of income and if his
means are limited he should provide support accordingly. This
is to ensure that: “No soul shall be burdened beyond its capacity.
Neither shall a mother be made to suffer harm on account of
her child, nor a father on account of his child.” The mother
should not be held back and mistreated on account of her child
nor should the father be burdened beyond his means. ‘And a
similar duty (devolves) on the (father’s) heir.” In other words, if
the father of the child dies, then his heir has to fulfill the main-
tenance commitment. 

“…But if both desire weaning by mutual consent and
counsel, there is no blame on them.
“And if you wish to engage a wet-nurse for your children,
there is no blame on you so long as you pay what you
promised according to usage. And keep your duty to
Allah and know that Allah is Seer of what you do.” (2:233)
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Kind Treatment of Divorced Women

A waiting period is recommended after divorce and also in
the case of women who become widowed. In the latter case, it
is stated:

“And (as for) those of you who die and leave wives be-
hind, such women should keep themselves in waiting for
four months and ten days; when they reach their term,
there is no blame on you for what they do for themselves
in a lawful manner. And Allah is Aware of what you do.” 
“And there is no blame on you respecting that which you
speak indirectly in the asking of (such) women in mar-
riage or keep (the proposal) concealed within your
minds. Allah knows that you will have them in your
minds, but give them not a promise in secret unless you
speak in a lawful manner. And confirm not the marriage
tie until the prescribed period reaches its end. And know
that Allah knows what is in your minds, so beware of Him;
and know that Allah is Forgiving, Forbearing.” (2:234-235)

The Purpose of the Waiting Period

Why is there a waiting period? The reason for this is that if
the woman is pregnant, her pregnancy should become manifest.
In the early stages of pregnancy, such a determination cannot be
made readily and if the woman gets married at this stage, the pa-
ternity of the child would become doubtful. This is the reason
why a waiting period of four months and ten days has been rec-
ommended. If the pregnancy becomes certain at this stage, then
the waiting period can be extended until the child is born, oth-
erwise she can marry another person. 

A Few Rules for Resolving Differences Within the
Ahmadiyya Movement

I have briefly mentioned to you the problems related to di-
vorced and widowed women and solutions provided by the
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Holy Quran in these matters so that by firmly standing upon
these principles you can benefit in your worldly matters. I am
also drawing your attention to have an understanding and a firm
grasp on certain basic principles. At this juncture, there is a mat-
ter of great dissension amongst members of the Ahmadiyya
Movement. Seeing all this debate, people get so perplexed that
they say, we do not know who is truthful. I will tell you the prin-
ciple by which you can gauge the truth. If you say that the
length of arguments is the standard by which to judge the truth,
you should look at the philosophy of trinity. You will observe
that large volumes of books have been written on this matter
and many brilliant minds have wasted their time and monetary
resources in this quest. Differences will always remain, as the
Holy Quran tells us:

“And if thy Lord had pleased, he would have made peo-
ple a single nation. And they cease not to differ.” (11:118)

It usually happens that true beliefs are endangered and errant
beliefs initially attain great popularity. Remember a belief cannot
be accepted as correct just because the majority of people are
accepting it. If this is a valid argument, then presently those who
believe in trinity are in the majority and many are still accepting
this philosophy. Every time a census is carried out in India, we
find their numbers to have increased substantially. Superiority in
numbers therefore does not count for anything. In order to de-
cide between truth and falsehood, the main principle should be
understood and accepted. The rest of the differences will be de-
cided spontaneously. I am saying this also because at this time
Islam needs your services. If you spend all your energies in inter-
nal strife, your defenses will become weaker against outside at-
tacks. It is essential that you first stand firm on a principle. Do
not consume your energies in extremely complicated matters for
you will not have any strength left to stand up to other religions. 

The greatest internal difference we have is non-Ahmadi
should be regarded as Muslim or non-Muslim. This also settles
the matter of prophethood of the Promised Messiah. I will relate
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to you an incident that is easy to understand and will help you
to decide regarding this matter. Somebody sought Hazrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad’s opinion as to whether it was appropriate to
say the funeral prayer for a person who is not a member of the
Ahmadiyya Movement. If he had given the reply that since he
was a prophet and one who does not accept a prophet becomes
a disbeliever, and those who do not believe in him are disbeliev-
ers and it is not permissible to participate in their funeral, we
would not have had any objection to accept this. His reply, how-
ever, has been documented in the publication, “Edicts of
 Ahmadiyya” (Fatawa-e-Ahmadiyya vol.i. p.118. statement made
on April 18, 1902 and printed in Al-hakm newspaper April 30,
1902).

In this Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad clearly states: “If the de-
ceased did not call us kafir (disbeliever) and a liar, his funeral
prayers may be said. There is nothing wrong with that, for only
God knows hidden matters.” It is a great inequity to put such a
clear statement in the realm of allegorical. What may I ask then
is a decisive statement?

A Disclosure that was not Even Made to the Promised
Messiah

Mir Hamid Shah Sahib has written a lengthy discourse in
which he makes this statement: “What has been disclosed in the
book Truth about Prophethood 1 and at which point the
prophethood of Hazrat Mirza Sahib, who has returned to Allah,
has been proven, if someone’s heart still does not accept it, it is
shameful.” Unfortunately, this disclosure was not made to the
Promised Messiah during his lifetime and neither to Mir Hamid
Shah Sahib to this point in time. Moreover, he boldly asserts,
 “father misses, son completes,” in other words: ‘what the Prom-
ised Messiah (Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad) could not do, was
accomplished by the son (Mian Mahmud Ahmad)’. And what is
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that accomplishment? It is the complete contradiction of the
fatwa given by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. 

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad states clearly that it is permissi-
ble to say the funeral prayer for the deceased who is not a mem-
ber of the Ahmadiyya Movement, “If the deceased did not call
us kafir (disbeliever) and a liar.” According to Mian Mahmud
Ahmad Sahib however, it is not permissible to say the funeral
prayer for anybody who is not an Ahmadi. The following conver-
sation attributed to him is worth noting. 

A certain individual asked him, what do you command in the
case where the wife of an Ahmadi passes away, and the concern
is that non-Ahmadis won’t say her funeral prayer. All members
of the household are Ahmadis but the deceased wife has not
taken the pledge. He replied, “The one whose faith has not
reached completion what can be the command for her funeral
prayer?” (AL-FAZLAPRIL 24, 1915)

The Dangerous Precept of Calling Those who do not
Follow the Ahmadiyya Movement, Disbelievers

Thus, according to Mian Mahmud Ahmad Sahib, the faith of
this lady has not yet reached completion; therefore funeral
prayer for her is not permissible. This is his verdict about the fu-
neral prayer. It has not yet been decided if her burial rites
should be performed in the Islamic tradition. In view of this
opinion, there is no need for performing the funeral rites in the
Islamic tradition and facing the grave in the direction of the
Ka’bah.Why not just dig a hole and bury her? Another question
also comes up in this context. There is a generally accepted Ha-
dith, “a believer cannot be the inheritor of a disbeliever, nor a
disbeliever of a believer.” Therefore, if a father is an Ahmadi and
the son a non-Ahmadi the latter cannot inherit from the former.
Similarly, a son who is an Ahmadi cannot inherit from a father
who is a non-Ahmadi. Those Ahmadi children who have inher-
ited from their non-Ahmadi parents have taken that inheritance
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against Sharia law. Those who have taken these prohibited funds
should return them and abstain from spending their illegal gains
for the benefit of their children. They are disobeying the princi-
ples of Sharia by consuming the property of disbelievers. Is it
not the duty of those who issue such edicts that they should
make arrangements for returning all the property of non-Ah-
madis that has been inherited by their Ahmadi children? Is it not
an essential component of faith to consume only what is lawful
and good? 

This is indeed a very dangerous precept. It is said that with-
out following these precepts, relationships within the commu-
nity are affected. I do understand that close ties of kinship are
essential for national progress. If, however, your ties of relation-
ship are strengthened by calling others disbelievers, then the
very basis of this is laid upon commission of a great wrong. Re-
member the words of the Holy Quran: “And help one another in
righteousness and piety, and help not one another in sin and ag-
gression” (5:2). Lay the foundation of your kinship on the basis
of truth, for a foundation laid on falsehood cannot sustain itself
for long. 

Do Not Term What is Decisive as Allegorical

I have given you a brief explanation. If anyone has any proof
to the contrary, they should present it. If you relegate the clear
statements and edicts of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to the
realm of allegory and what has no proof behind it you term as
a decisive opinion, then no tranquility and peace will remain. A
Christian can very well say that all the arguments you present
fall in the category of allegorical statements and the decisive po-
sition is three is one and one is three. This is of course an invalid
argument; so for God’s sake abstain from such baseless issues. A
person should not commit the same mistakes over and over
again. Do the idolaters not present numerous arguments in a
philosophical manner in support of idol worship? They will say
that they do not worship idols; in fact they worship the One
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Supreme God and the idols are merely visible symbols to en-
hance this concept. Their argument is not valid because it goes
against the established principle of the person and attributes of
God. Do not abandon principle in this matter also. You cannot
come to a decision by relegating your claim to the realm of al-
legory. By doing so, you are abandoning the very principle that
is the foundation for all the rest. I am also telling you that by fol-
lowing an individual who is clearly going down the wrong path,
you are intentionally doing something that goes against your in-
telligence and belief. A form of idol worship and association
with Allah occurs when one starts following someone due to
fear of malediction by that individual. Fear of such imprecations
is cowardice and a form of association with Allah. You should
abandon such thoughts, use your mind and intellect, take a stand
on principles, and not falter in this matter.
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April 15 1915

Honor the Pledge of Keeping Religion
Above the World

(The purpose of family relations, equitable treatment,
and charitable spending is to guard against evil)

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“There is no blame on you if you divorce women while
yet you have not touched them, nor appointed for them
a portion. And provide for them, the wealthy according
to his means and the straitened according to his means,
a provision according to usage. (This is) a duty on the
doers of good.” (2:236)
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“And if you divorce them before you have touched them
and you have appointed for them a portion, (pay) half of
what you have appointed unless they forgo or he forgoes
in whose hand is the marriage tie. And it is nearer to du-
tifulness that you forgo. Nor neglect the giving of free
gifts between you. Surely Allah is Seer of what you do.”
(2:237)

“Guard the prayers and the most excellent prayer, and
stand up truly obedient to Allah.” (2:238)

“But if you are in danger (say your prayers) on foot or on
horseback. And when you are secure, remember Allah as
He has taught you what you knew not.” (2:239)

“And those of you who die and leave wives behind,
should make a bequest in favour of their wives of main-
tenance for a year without turning (them) out. Then if
they themselves go away, there is no blame on you for
what they do of lawful deeds concerning themselves.
And Allah is Mighty, Wise.” (2:240)
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“And for the divorced women, provision (must be made)
in kindness. This is incumbent on those who have regard
for duty.” (2:241)

“Allah thus makes clear to you His messages that you may
understand.” (2:242)

This section of the Holy Quran continues a discussion on the
same subject referred to in the previous section. The first refer-
ence discusses situations when a divorce occurs before the con-
summation of marriage and the dowry has not been decided.
Under these circumstances the Holy Quran states: 

“There is no blame on you if you divorce women while
yet you have not touched them, nor appointed for them
a portion. And provide for them, the wealthy according
to his means and the straitened according to his means,
a provision according to usage. (This is) a duty on the
doers of good.”

If the Dowry has been Fixed and Consummation has not
Occurred

“And if you divorce them before you have touched them
and you have appointed for them a portion, (pay) half of
what you have appointed unless they forgo or he forgoes
in whose hand is the marriage tie. And it is nearer to du-
tifulness that you forgo. Nor neglect the giving of free
gifts between you. Surely Allah is Seer of what you do.”
The Holy Quran also says: “Men are the maintainers of
women with what Allah has made some of them excel oth-
ers and with what they spend out of their wealth…” (4:34)

These two circumstances of divorce are described here. The
words used relative to divorce are: “And provide for them, the
wealthy according to his means and the straitened according to
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his means, a provision according to usage. (This is) a duty on the
doers of good.”

The doing of good under these circumstances is a great chal-
lenge because with divorce, all ties of the relationship are cut
off. The marital bond excels by its very nature. A bond is estab-
lished with an outsider in lieu of relations with parents and
other relatives. In spite of this degree and intensity of relation-
ship, with a divorce taking place, a complete severance of ties
occurs. Even after a divorce, relations with other relatives are
maintained to some degree, but this does not happen to be the
case between the divorced couple. Even under these circum-
stances, the doing of good is emphasized. This is a situation in
which a marriage contract was made but no relationship was
established and consummation of the marriage did not occur.
Even under these exceptional circumstances, when the relation-
ship has not even been fully established, the Holy Quran ad-
vises:

“…And provide for them, the wealthy according to his
means and the straitened according to his means, a pro-
vision according to usage. (This is) a duty on the doers
of good.” (2:236)

This shows how much the Holy Quran stresses the doing of
good upon Muslims. Discussing the very same subject of di-
vorce, the Holy Quran states: “Let him who has abundance
spend out of his abundance, and whoever has his means of sub-
sistence straitened to him, let him spend out of that which Allah
has given him”. (65:7)

Why was the doing of good stressed? What is the purpose be-
hind this? Is the purpose of the Holy Quran only that your life
at home should be facilitated? The real goal in itself is not this.
These matters of divorce, this making and breaking of
covenants, all this has another objective. The real purpose of the
Holy Quran is to stress the importance of doing one’s duty and
abstaining from evil. This is why repeatedly we are reminded of
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this real purpose: that Allah the Most High wants you to be those
who keep their duty. 

Spending in the Way of Allah

In this section, and further on, the subject for which this sec-
tion has been put here is elaborated. Its purpose is to teach Mus-
lims to spend in the way of Allah. In order to develop this spirit,
it is essential to comply with these injunctions. This is the rea-
son why, after mentioning these injunctions, the lesson given is:

“Nor neglect the giving of free gifts between you.”

By learning these minor details, acquire the greater knowl-
edge and wisdom that is intended. The Holy Quran tells you to
spend even on the woman whose relation with you has been
completely severed. I am asking you, isn’t your connection with
Islam even at the level of this divorced woman, with whom you
are told to deal with goodness in spite of the severance of rela-
tionship? It is my observation that when a call is put forth to
spend for the cause of religion, the standard reply is that we do
not have enough to meet our own needs. Alas! Islam tells you
to spend even on the divorced woman and you refuse to give,
for this very same religion that you claim to be your most valu-
able asset. The Holy Quran has given you many excellent lessons
of knowledge and wisdom. Is this not its great beneficence? It
enjoins us to spend even for causes that do not have a direct
connection with us. In spite of having such an important bond
with Islam, if you say, “wherefrom should we spend?” then I am
telling you that you have not understood Islam. 

The Example of the Companions of the Holy Prophet

Look at the condition of those people who joined the Holy
Prophet. How much wealth did they have and what were the
means to fulfill their needs? One of them would go and perform
manual labor all day. With the meager wages he would earn,
after keeping the bare minimum for his sustenance, he would
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give the rest to the Holy Prophet. These were the same people
who supported Islam under very difficult circumstances and
brought it to us. If instead of them, there were people like us
who make tall claims but practically do nothing, Islam would
not have spread in the world. See the strength of other religions
and the great difficulties and dangers Islam is facing. People of
other faiths work very hard and are fully devoted to the propa-
gation of their religions. Compare the number of Muslims who
have undertaken this responsibility. 

There are also significant numbers who are abandoning Islam
in favor of other religions. All of you are prepared to accumulate
worldly benefits and wealth and each one of you is in pursuit of
some material benefit. How many, I ask, are ready for the cause
of Islam? In which corner of the world are Islamic missionaries
working and preparing to spread the knowledge of Islam? Peo-
ple spend in the hundreds to safeguard their assets. If someone
breaks into their property, they take elaborate measures to pro-
tect it. Islam is being shattered by numerous break-ins and thou-
sands of precious jewels (people) have been lost from its
treasury. How many are there whose hearts grieve for this loss
and who unconditionally come to its aid? In these verses, Allah
has enjoined you to come to the aid of Islam. If you want to do
good, then sacrifice your needs and give priority to your con-
cern for Islam.

Finding Excuses not to Spend in the Way of Allah

Some people have come up with the excuse that no one has
come to them asking for help. They should ponder upon the ex-
ample of a woman who has to cook for the household. Is she
concerned about discharging her responsibility or does she wait
to cook only if someone asks her to do so? Your dependency on
being asked by someone to give indicates that your hearts are
devoid of the passion and the feeling to give spontaneously. Is
it not your own responsibility to come to the aid of Islam with-
out being asked to do so? Why then do you need to wait for
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someone to come and ask you to make your donations? Some
people promise large sums for donations and promise to give
monthly contributions but thereafter come up with the excuse
that no one has come to ask them to fulfill their pledges. Is this
the feeling and sympathy they hold in their hearts for Islam? Is
this helping Islam or a mere show of giving.

If your giving is such that it needs asking, then I am telling
you it does not make any difference whether you give or you do
not give. Pretentious giving never bears any fruit. Just a few days
ago, a friend made an appeal that some members should pur-
chase the footnotes of the Holy Quran in larger quantities and
distribute them free. I was concerned that if people accept or
promise a donation for this purpose because of my presence, it
may be regarded as pretentious behavior. In order to save them
from this predicament, I promised to distribute a hundred
copies myself. When you have to give and it is for God, then let
it be only for Him. Do not bring people into this equation. This
will make you deserving of real rewards.

The Significance of the Verse of the Most Excellent
Prayer 

The Holy Quran then states: “Guard the prayers and the most
excellent prayer, and stand up truly obedient to Allah.” People
have had great difficulty explaining the connection of this verse
with the rest of the subject matter. Some consider this injunc-
tion redundant to the rest of the discussion. This position how-
ever, is incorrect. Careful examination reveals that it highlights
the real purpose and objective that is only hinted at in the pre-
vious verse. There is no doubt that the Holy Quran is not a book
in which each subject is classified into separate chapters and
sections where the subject matter of one section does not fall
into the next. This sort of arrangement would be expected in a
book whose purpose is to prepare you to learn about different
subjects. The purpose of the Holy Quran is for you to develop a
perfect relationship with Allah the Most High. That is the reason
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why during the discussion of a specific subject, constant re-
minders are given to guard against the accountability of Allah.
The same message is given here in these words: “Guard the
prayers and the most excellent prayer, and stand up truly obedi-
ent to Allah.” What is the purpose of prayer? If you look care-
fully, you will come to the conclusion that prayer is the root of
all progress and success. How well the truthful messenger, the
Holy Prophet Muhammad, has expressed this by calling prayer
the mehraj or spiritual ascension of the believer. 

Before the advent of Islam, every nation had the seventh day
of the week dedicated to prayer when all worldly connections
were forbidden. Islam, however, commands us to keep our mind
focused on the attributes of Allah the Most High throughout our
daily occupations. Islam taught us the practical lesson of having
our hands tied in our worldly pursuits, but our heart should be
always bonded in friendship with Allah. If the purpose of reli-
gion is to form a bond with Allah, then there is no other means
of doing this besides prayer. There is no timing of obligatory
prayers when one is not busy either doing something or resting.
Under all circumstances, whether one is involved in some activ-
ity or on break, the priceless practical means to sacrifice all of
this for a strong relationship with Allah has been taught by Islam
through the institution of prayer. 

The Prayerful Derided as Evildoers

Some people are of the opinion that those who pray are usu-
ally the evildoers; hence one should be on guard against them.
There is no doubt that some have made ill use of their prayers
to accomplish illegitimate tasks, but you should not forget the
truth. If someone says his prayer and then commits evil, it does
not prove that his evil deed is the result of his prayer. It is his
own devious mind that he has used in a sinister manner to com-
mit the evil deed. You know the true purpose of prayers and
should set an excellent example by practicing your prayers
through righteousness. 
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Observe how many occupations have been unable to stop
people from misusing them in an unwholesome manner. Take
for example the legal profession. Many lawyers undertake this
profession and set a very bad example by using their legal ex-
pertise for illegal gain. How many people are there who stop
from becoming lawyers when they witness these bad examples?
It is quite obvious that no one even considers this. A truly noble
soul is the one who ignores the bad example of others and per-
forms a task in an excellent manner and sets a good example.
Thus, we observe both types of people: those who perform a
task and manifest a good example, while there are others who
misuse the same task for illegitimate gain. Does this mean that
by seeing their evil example we should give up the thought of
doing and accomplishing good? 

By bringing the subject of prayer into the discussion of di-
vorce, the Holy Quran has shown us that a deep relationship ex-
ists between the two. The matter of divorce is a very important
and sensitive subject. The pleasure of Allah should particularly
be sought under these circumstances by praying with humility
so that any action that might affect the perfect bond with Allah
and provoke His displeasure should be avoided. In order to
maintain the higher bond between man and God, one has to
manifest caution in severing the lesser tie of marriage while safe-
guarding the rights of others. 

What Kind of Prayer is Enjoined 

Prayer does not mean fulfilling a few rituals, for the Holy Quran
enjoins: “stand up truly obedient to Allah.” Stand up in your prayer
with true obedience to Allah and avoid actions evident of disobe-
dience. Manifest complete submission and guard your prayers in
a manner that does not falter under any circumstances. If there
were to be a circumstance in which prayer was not mandatory,
then it would have been when one is in a state of fear. This is not
so. In fact the Quran tells us: “But if you are in danger (say your
prayers) on foot or on horseback.” How pure are these teachings
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of the Holy Quran and what a remarkable distinction they hold in
comparison with other scriptures. Jesus prayed for the daily bread
and Christians still follow this tradition. Even during the recent
war, a constant supply of food and beverages was maintained.You
might have heard of this or seen pictures of it in the news where
food and tea was being served while the troops were on the
march. This shows the degree of concern they have about physi-
cal sustenance. Compare this with the excellence of the Islamic
teachings. Man always is concerned about his next meal; therefore
no mention is made of it. It was essential even under these con-
ditions, to maintain a relationship with Allah, thus showing the
wisdom behind the injunction to keep up prayers while in dan-
ger, on foot or on horse back. This is what clearly distinguishes
Islam from other religions.While others lay great stress on physi-
cal rituals, Islam caters to the higher teachings of spirituality even
in trivial matters and does not part with this superior motive even
within the framework of social and cultural interactions of man.
Islam teaches a Muslim to ask “guide us on the right path,” while
other religions teach, “Lord give us our daily bread.”

Keep your Pledge with Allah to, “Hold Religion Above
the World”

I ask you again, why do you seek worldly gain? You should em-
brace the teachings of your mentor. There are those who strive
for the world and become of it. Is it not possible for you to prac-
tically uphold your religion above the world? The Holy Quran en-
joins this not only in a state of fear and danger but also when
there is peace: “And when you are secure, remember Allah as He
has taught you what you knew not.” Under these circumstances,
you should resume your normal prayer schedule. Therefore I am
telling you that you should fully safeguard your prayers whether
you are in a state of fear or at peace. I acquit my duty by telling
you that your organization will only make progress through
prayer and only prayer will be the source of your well being. 

“And those of you who die and leave wives behind,
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should make a bequest in favour of their wives of main-
tenance for a year without turning (them) out…” (2:240)

This injunction is not mandatory nor does it abrogate any
other commandment. “Without turning them out,” means you
should not turn them out if there is a bequest to maintain them
for a year. “Then if they themselves go away, there is no blame
on you for what they do of lawful deeds concerning them-
selves.” This refers to circumstances when they choose to leave
and get married.

Toward this end, once more we are told: “And for the di-
vorced women, provision (must be made) in kindness. This is in-
cumbent on those who have regard for duty.”

Again keeping of one’s duty, recognition of the rights of oth-
ers, and fear of the accountability to Allah is stressed once more. 

“Allah thus makes clear to you His messages that you may
understand.” (2:242)

Prayer for the Progress of Islam

It is said that prayers find great acceptance on the day of Ju-
muah (Friday). Keeping this in mind, I will recite a prayer and
all of you say Amen with me. 

“O Allah help those who help the religion of Muhammad
(peace an blessings of Allah be upon him) and make me
of them and disappoint those who disgrace the religion
of Muhammad (peace an blessings of Allah be upon him)
and do not make us of those.” 

After this, Maulana Muhammad Ali repeatedly recited this
prayer along with other supplications. He concluded the ser-
mon with:

May Allah accept all of these prayers and give me, members
of my organization, and all Muslims the capability to follow this
pure guidance so that the world can see clearly the genuine and
blessed face of Islam. Amen
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July 9, 1915

Fasting During the Month of Ramadhan: 
An Excellent Means of Spiritual Progress

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“O you who believe, fasting is prescribed for you, as it
was prescribed for those before you, so that you may
guard against evil.” (2:183)

“For a certain number of days. But whoever among you
is sick or on a journey, (he shall fast) a (like) number of
other days. And those who find it extremely hard may ef-
fect redemption by feeding a poor man. So whoever does
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good spontaneously, it is better for him; and that you fast
is better for you if you know.” (2:184)

“The month of Ramadan is that in which the Quran was
revealed, a guidance to men and clear proofs of the guid-
ance and the Criterion. So whoever of you is present in
the month, he shall fast therein, and whoever is sick or
on a journey, (he shall fast) a (like) number of other days.
Allah desires ease for you, and He desires not hardship
for you, and (He desires) that you should complete the
number and that you should exalt the greatness of Allah
for having guided you and that you may give thanks.”
(2:185)

“And when My servants ask thee concerning Me, surely I
am nigh. I answer the prayer of the suppliant when he
calls on Me, so they should hear My call and believe in
Me that they may walk in the right way.” (2:186)

Spiritual Sustenance for the Month of Ramadhan

The month of Ramadhan is about to begin; therefore, I feel
it is essential to provide some information about it. These mat-
ters have been repeatedly related to you, but just as man needs
to eat and drink frequently for his physical well being, the same
is true regarding spiritual sustenance. It needs to be offered fre-
quently. Just as physical requirements are an essential part of our
being, it is also necessary that we receive periodic reminders of
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matters that are spiritually beneficial to us. By nature, man tends
to forget previous reminders and with the passage of time their
effect wears off. Even the companions of the Holy Prophet used
to say: “O Messenger of Allah when we are in your presence the
state of our mind is different than when we depart from your
company.” The companions of the Holy Prophet, may Allah be
pleased with them, realized this. Every person is in need of
someone to counsel him or her; the human mind is in want of
repeated stimulation.

Sighting of the Moon

The month of Ramadhan has either twenty-nine or thirty
days, although nowadays people do not allow thirty days to be
completed. Only Allah knows if the month is actually of twenty-
nine days but people take false oaths of having witnessed the
new moon. Nevertheless, this has been my experience. In any
case, someone who has completed twenty-nine days of fasting
should not find it hard to fast for another day.

Timings for Beginning and Ending the Fast

Early in the morning, there is a period called the tint or break
of dawn. This period extends from approximately one hour and
twenty-two minutes to one hour thirty minutes before sunrise.
The fast is to be kept beginning at this time, until sunset. Some
people consume their morning meal very early. One should take
advantage of the permission given by the Holy Quran and also
follow the Holy Prophet who would wait until this time to con-
sume his meal. Currently, one could get up at approximately two
o’clock at night, pray for half an hour, spend one and a half
hours to take care of other needs and consume his meal around
four a.m. And quit eating as soon as the morning is fully estab-
lished. Some people quit eating when they hear the call for the
morning prayer. There is no harm in confirming this, for some-
times if the prayer call is made earlier, it is better to wait until
the break of dawn. 
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The fast ends at sunset. The Holy Prophet used to have his
meal prepared before hand to break the fast at sunset. In our
country, people sometimes wait until it is dark before they break
their fast. The fast should however be broken at sunset; the red-
ness of the evening sky has no relation to sunset. 

Prohibitions During Fasting

It is prohibited to eat and drink during the time of fasting and
also conjugal relationship is restricted during this time. There
are other minor matters that are of lesser importance. 

What is the Purpose of Fasting?

There is no commandment in Islam that does not have a pur-
pose and an underlying goal. It is certainly not a religion that
goes against this philosophy. If a command is given and the pur-
pose is not defined, one can falter and fail to fulfill the true in-
tent of the injunction. If the purpose, however, is well defined
alongside the commandment and it is not fulfilled, then doing
the task or not doing it is the same. Allah the Most High states:

“O you who believe, fasting is prescribed for you, as it
was prescribed for those before you, so that you may
guard against evil.” (2:183)

This tells us that the real intent and underlying purpose of
fasting is to guard against evil. Therefore, if a person stays hun-
gry and thirsty and does not stay away from doing evil, he has
failed to accomplish the command. For example, if a person is
delegated to collect land revenue and he collects it but fails to
deposit it in the state treasury, he has failed to do his duty and
is likely to be apprehended by the authorities.

Wisdom Behind Every Injunction

All the commandments of Islam, with an apparent physical
prohibition, also have an underlying spiritual truth. In connec-
tion with the sacrificial animals, the Holy Quran states: “Not
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their flesh, nor their blood, reaches Allah, but to Him is accept-
able observance of duty on your part.” The purpose of all forms
of sacrifice is to guide you toward righteousness. In Ramadhan
you are commanded to give up or sacrifice what is otherwise
lawful for a limited period of time. Consider this situation for a
moment. Out of your legal and wholesome earnings, you have
prepared a glass of cold water or a sweetened drink and you are
extremely thirsty. At the same time, you are hungry. There is
food on the table and you are in a room by yourself, where
there is no one to see you. Why would you avoid eating and
drinking under these circumstances? It is because you are aware
of what God has commanded. Guarding against evil and follow-
ing the path of righteousness is the purpose of fasting. You can
keep your duty and acquire these qualities by fasting. These
thirty days require an effort and striving on your part. Man re-
mains unaware of God’s presence because of his many worldly
pursuits. For a month, Allah the Most High wants to develop and
strengthen your spiritual faculties and by subjecting you to some
degree of hunger, wants you to humbly turn toward Him. 

Special Acceptance of Prayer during Ramadhan

The Holy Quran states: 
“And when My servants ask thee concerning Me, surely I
am nigh. I answer the prayer of the suppliant when he
calls on Me, so they should hear My call and believe in
Me that they may walk in the right way” (2:186)

Having this verse next to other verses about Ramadhan indi-
cates that it has a special connection with the subject of fasting.
If someone desires acceptance of his prayers, he should take ad-
vantage of this privilege. How many people are dependent upon
others praying for them? God has shown you the way, “so let him
who please believe and let him who please disbelieve” (18:29).

Those who fast but do not understand the real purpose of
fasting, remain in a vulnerable state. 

108                             FRIDAY SERMONS OF MAULANA MUHAMMAD ALI VOLUME I



Confinement in the Mosque During the Last Ten Days of
Ramadhan

“…And touch them not while you keep to the
mosques…” (2:187)1

In the last ten days of Ramadhan, if Allah the Most High
gives someone the ability to do so, one may give up his worldly
pursuits and confine himself to the mosque. I wish someone
would take up this practice in our mosque this year. Striving is
to be done within the limitations of one’s physical faculties. The
faculties of a person who is ill become weak; that is why the
supplications of one suffering from an illness are readily ac-
cepted. This is the reason why I‘tikaf is prescribed after twenty
days of fasting for, as a result fasting, the physical faculties (basic
desires) are weakened and it is therefore an opportune time for
prayer and supplication. 

The Affluent Need to Strive Harder

Jesus said that it is easier for a camel or a cow to pass
through the eye of a needle than it is for the rich to enter the
kingdom of God. The Hadith also says that the poor will enter
Paradise five hundred years ahead of the affluent. The love of
wealth prevents the rich from coming near goodness. 

Charitable Spending Should be Greatly Increased During
Ramadhan

Fasting during the month of Ramadhan has a special relation
with the worship of Allah the Most High. For those who cannot
fast, it is said: “And those who find it extremely hard may effect
redemption by feeding a poor man.” About the Holy Prophet, it
is said that he was the most charitable of all people, but during
the month of Ramadhan he was even more charitable. Do give
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in charity during the month of fasting. The most in need of your
giving at this time is Islam; therefore also give for the cause of
your religion. 

Standing up for Prayer during Ramadhan

Listen to the Holy Quran in the early part of the night and
pray also before the break of dawn. This is a time of great recep-
tiveness of supplications and worship and the process is much
enhanced during the month of fasting. So prepare yourself and
control your tongues. Seek forgiveness and protection from sin,
exalt Muhammad, and the true followers of Muhammad (As-sala-
n-Nabiyy), and abstain from useless talk.
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December 24, 1915

Worship of Others Besides Allah and the Straightforward
Islamic Path to Resolve Religious Differences

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“Say: O People of the Book, come to an equitable word
between us and you, that we shall serve none but Allah
and that we shall not associate aught with Him, and that
some of us shall not take others for lords besides Allah.
But if they turn away, then say: Bear witness, we are Mus-
lims.” (3:64)
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“O People of the Book, why do you dispute about Abra-

ham, when the Torah and the Gospel were not revealed

till after him? Do you not understand?” (3:65)

“Behold! You are they who disputed about that of which

you had knowledge; why then do you dispute about that

of which you have no knowledge? And Allah knows

while you know not.” (3:66)

“Abraham was not a Jew nor a Christian, but he was (an)

upright (man), a Muslim; and he was not one of the poly-

theists.” (3:67)

“The nearest of people to Abraham are surely those who

follow him and this Prophet and those who believe. And

Allah is the Friend of the believers.” (3:68)

“A party of the People of the Book desire that they

should lead you astray; and they lead not astray but them-

selves, and they perceive not.” (3:69)

“O People of the Book, why do you disbelieve in the mes-

sages of Allah while you witness (their truth)?” (3:70)
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“O People of the Book, why do you confound the truth
with falsehood, and hide the truth while you know?”
(3:71)

The Extent of Polytheism During the Holy Prophet’s
time and his Compassion to Deliver Humanity from it

These verses of the Holy Quran reflect the great compassion
the Holy Prophet had for people to accept and stand firm upon
the principle of Unity of the Divine Being. It also becomes ap-
parent that in fact all the effort the Holy Quran has put into re-
futing the various offshoots of polytheism was not the result of
the Holy Prophet’s own desires. Before him was a society
steeped in various forms of idol worship. The sun, trees, stones,
sticks and straws, air, water, and fire were all worshipped and
this was the prevalent form of polytheism. This form of associa-
tion with God has, however, not received as much attention in
the Holy Quran as that which is referred to in the words “and
that some of us shall not take others for lords besides Allah.”This
type of association with Allah has been refuted in the Holy
Quran with strong arguments well illustrated by the debate with
the Christian delegation of Najran. Ultimately, when these argu-
ments failed to convince them, the Holy Prophet invited them
to pray earnestly that the curse of Allah might overtake the party
that insisted on falsehood. It seems that the Holy Prophet was
given this knowledge. In fact, the great damage caused by this
form of association and the extent of its spread in the future on
a much wider scale than the prevalent form of polytheism was
in the knowledge of Allah the Most High. The Holy Quran de-
scribes it in these words: 

“The heavens may almost be rent thereat, and the earth
cleave asunder, and the mountains fall down in pieces,
that they ascribe a son to the Beneficent!” (19:90-91)
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The magnificence of these words and the awe they inspire
indicate that those who “ascribe a son to the Beneficent,” will
become predominant to such a degree that they will be the
cause of destruction of God’s creation. Observe that although
the Holy Prophet spent thirteen years in Makkah condemning
all forms of idol worship with cogent arguments, he was never
commanded to extend this challenge: 

“Whoever then disputes with thee in this matter after the
knowledge that has come to thee, say: Come! Let us call
our sons and your sons and our women and your women
and our people and your people, then let us be earnest
in prayer, and invoke the curse of Allah on the liars.” (3:61)

This was because the form of polytheism prevalent in Arabia
was soon to disappear.

Invitation for a Deprecatory Prayer Duel (Mubahalah1)
for the Worst Form of Polytheism

This decisive challenge was presented to the Christian dele-
gation of Najran visiting Madinah only after presenting them
with incontrovertible proofs regarding falsity of their beliefs.
The birth of Jesus, his childhood, youth, and eventual death were
all mentioned by the Holy Prophet in his discussion with the
Najran delegation in order to prove that he did not possess any
attributes that made him divine. Having undergone all the phys-
ical changes humans go through, he could certainly not have
been God. After presenting all these arguments, when it was re-
alized that they were unwilling to accept the truth, the Holy
Prophet was commanded to tell them: 

“Whoever then disputes with thee in this matter after the
knowledge that has come to thee, say: Come! Let us call
our sons and your sons and our women and your women
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and our people and your people, then let us be earnest

in prayer, and invoke the curse of Allah on the liars.” (3:61)

The Result of the Deprecatory Prayer Duel (Mubahalah)

This was the battlefield for a spiritual altercation or contest.

Had they consented to it, they would have been wiped out by

visitation of a heavenly calamity. They chose to abstain and

were given a pledge whereby they were free to practice their

religion. Their co-religionists however, had to bear the conse-

quences in a physical sense later on in history when they

waged aggressive warfare against Muslims and were utterly de-

feated. They participated in the crusades with great zeal and

fervor and even their women and sons accompanied them. It

is narrated that a twelve-year-old instigated other youngsters

with his preaching and a whole army of boys joined him.When

they worried about how they would cross the sea, they were

told to hit the wooden staff they had in their possession against

the sea shore and the sea would part for them. In short, they

abstained from the spiritual encounter to which they were in-

vited. Instead, they chose to do battle with Muslims to deprive

them of the land that was spoken of as a sign of truth in the

prophetic words of the Holy Quran:

“And certainly We wrote in the Book after the reminder

that My righteous servants will inherit the land.” (21:105)

The combined forces of the European crusaders were met

single-handedly and defeated by Salah-ud-din Ayubi. This hap-

pened because they made an attempt to destroy a sign of truth

and capture the Holy Land in order to prove that they were

more capable. The spiritual challenge in the form of the depre-

catory prayer duel (mubahalah) was put forth by Allah the

Most High to demonstrate that if they had accepted it, they

would have been vanquished in a spiritual sense also. 
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Another Means of Reaching a Decision 

Another way of coming to a decision is now pointed out. The
Holy Quran states: 

“Say: O People of the Book, come to an equitable word
between us and you.” 

This equitable word is that you search your Holy Scriptures
and we search ours and agree upon what we find in common.
There could still be some matters of difference, but we could
still accept and follow those we have agreed upon.

It seems that this was the last weapon with which falsehood
was destroyed. If we study the history of comparative religion,
it becomes clear that this is a simple way of reaching a decision
that Islam has shown. This is indeed an excellent method. By fol-
lowing this, one can immediately conclude that Islam is in prin-
ciple the only truthful religion. Today, Europe has recognized
that the principles of Islam are based upon truth. I have ob-
served that when we take all the religions of the world, sort out
the common ground, and establish it as a core principle, what
remains behind are the contentious and peripheral issues. If
these are set aside, it is proven with certainty that the Islamic
principle of Unity of the Divine Being is the correct one. This is
how I have studied religions. If you look at this very example,
you will find it in The Torah. And Jesus also says, “The Lord our
God is one Lord” (MARK 12:28-34). 

Unity of the Divine Being in Principle and not in
Practice

People, however accepted the Unity of the Divine Being in
principle but not in practice. Jews, for example, pointed out this
verse of the Holy Quran: “They take their doctors of law and
their monks for lords besides Allah,” (9:31) and asked the 
Holy Prophet how this applies to them. The Holy Prophet
replied, “Do you not accept what your rabbis and doctors of law
call lawful (halal ) as lawful and what they call unlawful
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(haram) as unlawful?” They replied in the affirmative. This, he
said, is proof for taking lords besides Allah.

God created you as human beings and gave you intellect and
discretion but you do not use your intelligence. After all, who
are your doctors of law and monks? They are human beings just
like you. They use their intellect while you do not. God has cre-
ated man to use his intellect and discretion. 

Islam Put the Principle of Unity of the Divine Being into
Practice

The doctors of law and monks of the Jews were the same as
your spiritual mentors (pirs), and who are they? They were hu-
mans like you and me who perhaps read a few more books and
on this basis claim spiritual leadership. You fail to use your intel-
lectual faculties in this direction nor do you deliberate or ponder,
but instead you choose to follow them blindly and what they say
becomes law. It should not have been so. Amongst you, should be
those who are prepared to correct them when they follow the
wrong path. Where can we find people who have the moral fab-
ric of the Holy Prophet’s companions? A woman of Madinah
stands up and corrects a person of Hazrat Umar’s standing by
challenging his stance regarding the marriage dowry and quotes
this verse of the Holy Quran: “And you have given one of them a
heap of gold, take nothing from it” (4:20). This was the level of
their understanding and following of the Holy Quran. When the
condition of the nation becomes such that they no longer have
knowledge of Islamic law, those who possess a little knowledge
become their spiritual mentors and people follow them blindly. A
nation can advance only when upon seeing someone act contrary
to the teachings of the Holy Quran, every individual amongst
them is ready to forcefully condemn and correct his actions.
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Seek Knowledge of the Holy Quran and Hadith and Act
with Prudence

Your condition should be such that you know what the Holy
Quran says and you are aware of what the teachings of the Holy
Prophet are. Dedicate an hour, or at least some time during the
day, to study the Holy Quran. Study the Hadith and have the acu-
men and knowledge to grasp mistakes others are making in this
matter. The problem is you have stopped deliberating. People
are busy in other worldly tasks and do not reflect upon the Holy
Quran. If you ask them about having a Quran in their posses-
sion, they will have many and perhaps some very expensive vol-
umes, but they are unaware of what is written in them.

By extending the invitation in these words: “Come to an eq-
uitable word between us and you,” Islam has settled all the con-
tentious issues. This statement is living proof of the truth of
Islam. There are people who raise objections against Hadith and
consider them to be incorrect. Some go to the extent of using
abusive language against Imam Bukhari (may Allah be pleased
with him). The other day, a certain individual said, right in front
of me, that Imam Bukhari has just collected a pile of useless
paper. In fact, just this verse of the Holy Quran answers all their
objections. It is part of the letter written by the Holy Prophet
Muhammad to Heraclius, Emperor of Rome, copies of which
exist in the books of Hadith. The original letter has now been
discovered and each letter of it exactly matches the text in the
Hadith, which has the Holy Prophet’s stamp on it. 

Abraham was a Believer in the Absolute Unity 
of the Divine Being

“O People of the Book, why do you dispute about Abraham?”
Abraham stands for the equitable word amongst nations of the
world. The people of the Book are invited to the equitable word,
the worship of one God, the common ground between us and
them. Abraham is accepted as the revered patriarch and prophet
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amongst Muslims, Jews, and Christians. It is now demonstrated
practically what the equitable word is. It is the religion of Abra-
ham. Abraham was not a follower of the teachings of the Torah or
the Gospel for, “The Torah and the Gospel were not revealed till
after him.” Even today Christians say that Prophet Abraham and
Moses believed in the vicarious sacrifice. The Holy Quran points
out that both the Torah and the Gospel were revealed after Abra-
ham and then asks the logical question, “Do you not understand?” 

“Behold! You are they who disputed about that of which
you had knowledge; why then do you dispute about that
of which you have no knowledge? And Allah knows
while you know not.” (3:66)
“Abraham was not a Jew nor a Christian, but he was (an)
upright (hanif) (man), a Muslim; and he was not one of
the polytheists.” (3:67)

The word upright (hanif ) refers to one who avoids the path
of excess or deficiency and follows the course of moderation.

The Holy Prophet and Muslims Follow the Religion of
Abraham

What is the religion of Abraham? The Holy Quran now tells
us: “The nearest of people to Abraham are surely those who fol-
low him and this Prophet and those who believe. And Allah is
the Friend of the believers.” (3:68)

Following the religion of Abraham, which is shirking all forms
of polytheism, brings us closest to him.

There was a manifest sign related to Prophet Abraham 
and that was the promise made with him by Allah the Most
High. “And I will give unto thee, and thy seed after thee, the 
land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan1, for an
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everlasting possession; and I will be their God” (GEN. 17:8). Re-
member that this promise is to be fulfilled by those who are in
outward possession of this Holy land, otherwise Jews and Chris-
tians will have to accept that their books are in error regarding
this matter. As long as the People of the Book followed the reli-
gion of Abraham and fulfilled the covenants they made with
Allah the Most High, they remained in possession of the land of
Canaan and were the nearest of people to Abraham. Now that
they have discarded the religion of Abraham, the true verifiers
and proof of this covenant are, “this Prophet and those who be-
lieve” and this land will remain in their possession. The words,
“and those who believe,” clearly show that the true owners will
be those who believe in the Holy Prophet. The chain of physical
sons remains no longer, for it was terminated with the children
of Israel and now only the spiritual inheritance remains. This is
the truth that is fully exposed in the verse: “Muhammad is not
the father of any of your men, but he is the Messenger of Allah
and the Seal of the prophets. And Allah is ever Knower of all
things” (33:40). 
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January 9, 1916

Covenant Through the Prophets Refers Only to 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“And when Allah made a covenant through the prophets:
Certainly what I have given you of Book and Wisdom —
then a Messenger comes to you verifying that which is
with you, you shall believe in him, and you shall aid him.
He said: Do you affirm and accept My compact in this
(matter)? They said:We do affirm. He said: Then bear wit-
ness, and I (too) am of the bearers of witness with you.”
(3:81)
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“Whoever then turns back after this, these are the trans-
gressors.” (3:82)

“Seek they then other than Allah’s religion? And to Him
submits whoever is in the heavens and the earth, willingly
or unwillingly, and to Him they will be returned.” (3:83)

“Say: We believe in Allah and that which is revealed to us,
and that which was revealed to Abraham and Ishmael
and Isaac and Jacob and the tribes, and that which was
given to Moses and Jesus and to the prophets from their
Lord; we make no distinction between any of them, and
to Him we submit.” (3:84)

“And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will
not be accepted from him, and in the Hereafter he will
be one of the losers.” (3:85)

“How shall Allah guide a people who disbelieved after
their believing, and (after) they had borne witness that
the Messenger was true, and clear arguments had come
to them? And Allah guides not the unjust people.” (3:86)
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“As for these, their reward is that on them is the curse of
Allah and the angels and of men, all together —” (3:87)

“Abiding therein. Their chastisement shall not be light-
ened, nor shall they be respited—” (3:88)

“Except those who repent after that and amend, for
surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.” (3:89)

“Those who disbelieve after their believing, then increase
in disbelief, their repentance is not accepted, and these
are they that go astray.” (3:90)

“Those who disbelieve and die while they are disbeliev-
ers, the earth full of gold will not be accepted from one
of them, though he should offer it as ransom. These it is
for whom is a painful chastisement, and they shall have
no helpers.” (3:91)

Misinterpretation of the Holy Quran

People have adopted a way of interpreting the Quranic word
whereby, in order to elevate the status of an individual, they try
to apply different verses of the Holy Quran to support them.
Similarly, when they want to denigrate and vilify someone, 
they attempt to derive support for their contention from every
word and letter of the Holy Quran. Those who have read the
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commentaries of the Shia (sect) are well aware of how the
Quranic word is used to elevate the status of Hazrat Ali and
Imam Hussein and malign Hazrat Abu Bakr. Our brethren1 have
gone even a step farther. The Shia could be considered some-
what handicapped in this matter because they have deduced
their interpretations from some words that are very complicated
and they do not place the burden of proof for their comments
upon a decisive verse of the Holy Quran. Instead they (our
brethren) take those verses of the Holy Quran that clearly refer
to the Holy Prophet Muhammad and apply them to Hazrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad Sahib. This is an extremely dangerous path they
have adopted and it is our duty to call it faulty and defective. 

When we do not shirk from pointing out even minor defects
of others’ arguments, it behooves us to point out what is defec-
tive within a faction of our own community and is liable to lead
in a very wrong direction. For example, if a Shia interprets the
huruf-i-muqatta‘at (abbreviated words) kaf ha ya ain sad
(19:1) as kaf for karbala, ha for the halaqat (killing) of the ahle
beit ya for yazid etc., although this interpretation may be incor-
rect, nevertheless it relates to abbreviations where there may be
some limitations regarding their meaning. If someone tries to
prove by using the same methodology that Hazrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad was a prophet, it may also to some degree, be regarded
as a similar handicap. On the other hand, if one takes a decisive
verse that clearly applies to the Holy Prophet Muhammad and
tries to use it to prove that Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was a
prophet, then it is clearly making a mockery of the Holy Quran
and denigrating the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him).

The Covenant Through the Prophets

“And when Allah made a covenant through the prophets…”

124                             FRIDAY SERMONS OF MAULANA MUHAMMAD ALI VOLUME I

1. This refers to followers of Mian Mahmud Ahmad after the split in the
 Ahmadiyya Movement in 1914.



What is meant by ‘covenant through the prophets’ in this verse?
The next verse tells us it means that they are taking a covenant
from their followers, for the prophets themselves would not be
alive when the time came to honor this pledge. For this reason,
the prophets took a pledge from their nations; and Allah the
Most High calls it the covenant through the prophets. The Holy
Quran tells us what the covenant was:

“Certainly what I have given you of Book and Wisdom —
then a Messenger comes to you verifying that which is
with you, you shall believe in him, and you shall aid him.
He said: Do you affirm and accept My compact in this
(matter)? They said:We do affirm. He said: Then bear wit-
ness, and I (too) am of the bearers of witness with you.”
(3:81)

A Voice of Vilification Arises from Hyderabad Deccan

Who is this prophet about whom this pledge was taken? It
is quite obvious that this covenant refers to the Holy Prophet
Muhammad. Now an individual2 from Hyderabad Deccan made
the statement in one of his sermons that the words, “then a Mes-
senger comes to you verifying that which is with you,” refer not
to the Holy Prophet Muhammad but to Hazrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad. This statement clearly disparages the Holy Prophet
Muhammad. It was our hope that it would be strongly con-
demned. Recently, a translation and commentary of the first part
of the Holy Quran was published by Mian Mahmud Ahmad, and
quite contrary to our expectations, it supports this interpreta-
tion. In it, the verse “Of the Hereafter (al-akhira) they are sure,”
(2:4) al-akhira has been interpreted as referring to the revelation
of Hazrat Mirza Sahib and the verse about the covenant of the
prophets is presented as proof for this interpretation. This is
clear mockery and a derision of the Holy Prophet. 
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Sometimes people make a statement about the Holy Quran
that is in subservience to their own thought process. It becomes
the duty of others to reject this. In this case, to the contrary, it
is receiving support. I am also an Ahmadi and believe that this
is a lie and a false accusation against Hazrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad. The writings of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad are spread
over eight thousand pages. I challenge any individual to show
anywhere in his writings where he has supported this interpre-
tation. The newspapers of Al-Hakam and Al-Badr are full of
Hazrat Mirza Sahib’s diaries. Can anyone provide proof from
these where he interpreted this verse as referring to himself?
There is certainly not a single word in these writings and
speeches where even a remote hint of such meaning is found.
If they have any fear in their hearts of Allah and His messenger,
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, they should desist from such will-
ful libel and vilification of the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet.

Who is the Prophet who Confirmed the Prophet-hood of
all Previous Prophets? 

This statement is quite simple and easy to understand, “—
then a Messenger comes to you verifying that which is with
you” (3:81). Go and search the historical record in all corners of
the world. Who is the Prophet who came into this world and
for the first time confirmed all the prophets before him? You
will find none other than the Holy Prophet Muhammad who ful-
fills this prophecy. This is confirmed by the verse that follows: 

“Say:We believe in Allah and that which is revealed to us,
and that which was revealed to Abraham and Ishmael
and Isaac and Jacob and the tribes, and that which was
given to Moses and Jesus and to the prophets from their
Lord; we make no distinction between any of them, and
to Him we submit.” (3:84)

This is the verification of all the prophets before him; this
was done by the Holy Prophet Muhammad. 
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Prophecies about the Holy Prophet Muhammad in the
Books of Previous Prophets

The prophets who came into this world before the Holy
Prophet Muhammad made prophecies about his advent. We can
find and read these references in the books of these prophets. 

Thus, through Moses, Almighty God had warned the Israelites,
after promising them “a prophet from among their brethren like
unto thee,” that “Whosoever will not hearken unto My words
which he shall speak in My name, I will require of him” (DEUT.
18:19).

David’s psalms (Zabur) clearly sing praises of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad and Jesus was equally emphatic when
prophesying the advent of the Comforter he added: “He will
guide you into all truth; for he shall not speak of himself, but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak” (JOHN 16:13). Similarly,
other scriptures also mention the Holy Prophet Muhammad. All
this clearly identifies who the Messenger is as referred to in, “—
then a Messenger comes to you,” about whom a covenant was
made through the prophets. On the one hand, all these prophets
confirmed the truthfulness of the Holy Prophet Muhammad and
Holy Prophet Muhammad confirmed the truth of all these
prophets in these words, “verifying that which is with you.”

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Sahib is Dependent upon
the Holy Prophet Muhammad for his Own Confirmation 

Go and search the world over.Who is the first person who in
accordance with the Quranic statement, “verifying that which is
with you,” confirmed the truthfulness of all the prophets before
him? Besides the Holy Prophet Muhammad, you will find no one
else fulfilling this prophecy. The name of the one who was the
first one to do this verification is not there today; his place was
given to Hazrat Mirza Sahib. You do not even realize that Hazrat
Mirza Sahib is himself dependent upon the Holy Quran for
 confirmation of his own truthfulness. We consider Hazrat Mirza
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Sahib as truthful only because his truth is confirmed by the
Quran and Hadith. The revelation of Hazrat Mirza Sahib is not ac-
ceptable until confirmed by the Holy Quran and Hadith. Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Sahib himself made the Quran and Hadith
the standard whereby he verified what was revealed to him. 

How can someone who is dependent upon others for his ver-
ification be the one, “verifying that which is with you.” Come!
Refrain from this great inequity and do not give the slave status
of the master. You apply the prophecies about the Holy Prophet
Muhammad to Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. This is a very dan-
gerous path and you should desist from it. Remember, Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Sahib is not the one who verifies the Holy
Quran but relies upon the Holy Quran for verification of his own
truthfulness. He never said that you should believe in the Holy
Quran because my revelation verifies it to be the truth. On the
contrary, he said you should believe in me because the Holy
Quran confirms my truthfulness. He repeatedly gave evidence
from the Holy Quran to prove the truthfulness of his revelations
and never sought direct confirmation and acceptance for them. 

Nor did he state that I have come to verify the Holy Quran.
Decide this question first. Did Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Sahib
come to verify the Holy Quran or was he dependent upon the
Holy Quran for his own verification? Just randomly making a
statement that he was the subject of this prophecy is the greatest
inequity. This is the action that the Holy Quran describes in these
words, “Whoever then turns back after this, these are the trans-
gressors” (3:82). For the last two years, they have been calling us
transgressors, while according to this verse those who turn back
from this prophecy are called transgressors.We don’t know who
they are. They can decide for themselves who is guilty of trans-
gression according to these words of the Holy Quran. 

“Seek they then other than Allah’s religion? And to Him
submits whoever is in the heavens and the earth, will-
ingly or unwillingly, and to Him they will be returned.”
(3:83)
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The Verse of, “Covenant through the Prophets,” Does
Not Apply to Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad

“Say: We believe in Allah and that which is revealed to us.” In
conjunction with this the Holy Prophet confirms, 

“…that which was revealed to Abraham and Ishmael and
Isaac and Jacob and the tribes, and that which was given
to Moses and Jesus and to the prophets from their Lord;
we make no distinction between any of them, and to Him
we submit.” (3:84)
Just naming a few of the prophets does not complete the
list; therefore the Holy Quran tells us, “and (We sent)
messengers We have mentioned to thee before and mes-
sengers We have not mentioned to thee” (4:164)

This is why after mentioning a few names, the Holy Quran
states: “And to the prophets from their Lord.” This is the verifi-
cation made by the Holy Prophet Muhammad of all the prophets
before him. Did Mirza Sahib first make this confirmation or was
the Holy Prophet the first one to do so?

“…We make no distinction between any of them, and to
Him we submit.” (3:84)
“And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will
not be accepted from him, and in the Hereafter he will
be one of the losers.” (3:85)

Islam Means Complete Submission

What is Islam? Complete submission to Allah is Islam. Regard-
ing anyone who does not submit completely and has some other
goals, the Holy Quran states, “It will not be accepted from him,
and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers.” You should
also search your souls. Those of you who stay away from Islam
will also be losers. Every individual should recognize that the
part of his life that is not in submission to the will and pleasure
of Allah, is not Islam and will be the source of difficulty for him.
Do not consider Islam as the mere possession of a copy of the
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Holy Quran, and recitation of the formula of faith, “none de-
serves to be worshipped besides Allah and Muhammad is the
messenger of Allah.” In fact, any of your deeds that do not seek
the pleasure of Allah and are against His will are, “other than
Islam,” and will undoubtedly be of no benefit. Once again, I re-
mind you to search your souls to find out what is other than
Islam that lies within you or is part of your deeds. Extricate this
from your souls and submit fully to Allah the Most High.

“As for these, their reward is that on them is the curse of
Allah and the angels and of men, all together —Abiding
therein. Their chastisement shall not be lightened, nor
shall they be respited.” (3:87-88)

Consequences of Abandoning Islam is Becoming Remote
from it (Curse of Allah)

This is a very strong edict, for there can be no greater hell than
becoming remote from Allah the Most High, from whom flows
the fountainhead of all purity. One also becomes remote from the
angels who inspire goodness and can therefore not benefit from
their inspiration. Neither can one benefit from the righteousness
of the pious and pure in the world because of the widening gulf
of separation. This is the real hell that arises as a consequence of
distancing oneself from all the sources of goodness, giving up the
good deeds and wishing for, “other than Islam.”

“Except those who repent after that and amend, for surely
Allah is Forgiving, Merciful” (3:89). God is not so unjust as to for-
give those who repent, but repentance must be accompanied
with reformation and performance of good deeds. 

Seek Repentance, for the Door of Repentance is Wide
Open

Allah’s forgiveness encompasses all. Whenever someone
knocks at His door, He is ready to open it. The Holy Quran states
in other verses, 
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“…And despair not of Allah’s mercy. Surely none despairs
of Allah’s mercy except the disbelieving people.” (12:87)
“Say: O My servants who have been prodigal regarding
their souls, despair not of the mercy of Allah; surely Allah
forgives sins altogether. He is indeed the Forgiving, the
Merciful.” (39:53)

Indeed it is a very wide door, ready to admit anyone when he
seeks entry into it. Do not put this off for the Holy Quran warns,
“Those who disbelieve after their believing, then increase in dis-
belief, their repentance is not accepted, and these are they that
go astray.” A time comes when a person has advanced so far in
disbelief that even if he wants to give up evil, he cannot and re-
pentance is of no avail.

Abstain From Evil for Every Evil Deed Leads to Disbelief

Disbelief does not only mean disbelief in the Holy Prophet
Muhammad. Whatever kind of evil deed is done, the correspon-
ding kind of disbelief evolves in a person’s soul. You may reach
the stage in which you cannot get rid of evil even though you
so desire. Refrain from it now and prevent it from growing. We
have observed people who continue to smoke the hookah
while nearby the prayer service is going on. It is not that they
are hostile toward Islam. In fact, if you listen to them, they seem
to be enthusiastic admirers. Their practical condition is however
such that in spite of being aware of the prayer service they do
not care and never participate. Every individual should be con-
cerned about himself for if he delays the doing of good for an-
other day, he is nurturing a seed that will become firmly rooted
and hard to get rid of. 

“Those who disbelieve and die while they are disbelievers,
the earth full of gold will not be accepted from one of them,
though he should offer it as ransom” (3:91). What do you gain if
you abandon Islam? Why do you give up piety? Is it for the sake
of monetary gain? If so, how much will you gain? You certainly
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do not get the earth full of gold. In fact you do not even get half
or one third. A time will come when even the earth full of gold
will be of no benefit to you. Nothing can save you from death;
therefore be concerned. If you have huge tracts of farmland or
have large sums of money or personal property, none of these
can save you from death. 

Death is for Certain; be Prepared Ahead of Time

It is very surprising that although death is the most certain
event in our life, and we see our friends departing every day,
nevertheless we are still oblivious to our mortality. Even on our
death beds, we hope to live longer. Be cognizant of this eventu-
ality. All this material wealth will be of no benefit to you when
you die. Try to reform yourself whether you are a male, a female,
adult or child. Everyone should be concerned that their condi-
tion may not reach a stage when it would be difficult to get rid
of evil. Stay away from evil. 

May Allah the Most High protect our hearts and our faculties
in such a manner that they do not get inclined toward evil deeds
or wrong beliefs. Wrong beliefs and misdeeds are at par. In fact,
belief is like a seed: If the seed is defective, the plant that arises
from it will also be unhealthy. Therefore, correct both: your be-
liefs and your deeds.
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January 28, 1916

Holy Prophet Muhammad Manifested Simple Living 
Even as a King; The Objective of Warfare in Islam and

the Unique Example of the Companions of the 
Holy Prophet in the Battle of Uhud

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“And when thou didst go forth early in the morning from
thy family, to assign to the believers their positions for
the battle. And Allah is Hearing, Knowing.” (3:121)

“When two parties from among you thought of showing
cowardice, and Allah was the Guardian of them both. And
in Allah should the believers trust.” (3:122)
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“And Allah certainly helped you at Badr when you were
weak. So keep your duty to Allah that you may give
thanks.” (3:123)

“When thou didst say to the believers: Does it not suffice
you that your Lord should help you with three thousand
angels sent down?” (3:124)

The Perfect Example of Striving in the Way of Allah 

“And when thou didst go forth early in the morning from
thy family, to assign to the believers their positions for
the battle. And Allah is Hearing, Knowing.” (3:121)

Some people, when they hear or see these and similar verses
in the Holy Quran, wonder what kind of prophet goes forth in
battle and assigns combat duties to people. Preparations must
have been made in advance for this battle, along with planning
and mutual consultations. Swords and bows would have been
readied and repaired for the purpose. If a Sufi of our time was
to witness this scene, he would think this is some other nation,
not the one to which he pledges allegiance. There are Sufis who
have not even slaughtered a chicken in their entire life, unlike
the Holy Prophet who sacrificed a hundred camels when the oc-
casion demanded. It is quite hard to slaughter a camel for it has
to be first injured and brought down to the ground with a spear
and then slaughtered with great difficulty. 

Holy Prophet Muhammad also had to take part in battles. The
Christian critics have raised objections that the Holy Prophet did
good work in Makkah but in Madinah worldly concerns became
his priority. The type of kingship that the Holy Prophet acquired
was, however, quite distinct and unique from all other kings of
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the world. He combined virtues of kingship and humility in his
dealings with the rest of humanity. In name he was a king, but
his spartan living was reflected by the provisions in his house,
which included a few dates, a handful of barley, a pitcher of
water, and a mat so coarse in texture that it left impressions on
his body when he rested on it. Whatever cash there was, met
the needs of the people. 

What was the condition at the time of his death? Did the
Holy Prophet, like the king Mahmud Ghaznavi, display his wealth
or look at it with regret? Those who have had the opportunity
to study the life of the Holy Prophet know that there was not a
single penny in the house at the time of his death. This was his
kingship! Would anybody be willing to acquire this kind of king-
dom and face the numerous difficulties he had to face? The king
whose monetary condition is such that there is not a penny in
his house at the time of his death. Even if we assume that his
objective in life was to acquire kingship, such kingship would
still certainly be a source of mercy for the world. 

Unique Example of Following the Messenger of Allah

Those who kept his company and inherited his kingdom dis-
played the same characteristics of caring, compassion and simple
living. Observe the behavior of Hazrat Abu Bakr and Hazrat Umar.
The Kingdom of Hazrat Umar was not small. It had expanded to
include Egypt and Persia. Here we have the example of a person
who is the ruler of an empire, while his living is so simple and
frugal that he wears a patched cloak. This demonstrates that he
became the king not for any personal gain. The state treasury
under him had greatly expanded to the point that it could ac-
commodate camel loads of goods. Herds of camels were also
under its stewardship. His concern for safekeeping of the public
trust was also exemplary as illustrated by the following incident. 

On an extremely hot summer day, when venturing outside
could have been perilous, to escape the stifling heat, a few of
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the companions had taken shelter in a house. They observed a
man driving a camel and wondered who was the person willing
to risk his life under such foul weather conditions? Lo and be-
hold it was none other than the Caliph Umar. Upon their inquiry
as to why he had gone out on such a hot day, his answer was
that a camel belonging to the state treasury had gone loose and
he had decided to go out and get it. The state treasury, at that
time, was not only in possession of just a single camel, it pos-
sessed many. And there was not a dearth of treasures. In spite
of all these resources at his disposal, he could not bear the
thought of even a minor loss to the public treasury and put his
own life at risk in order to protect it. 

He would also go from door to door and ask the people of
Madinah if they needed any provisions, so that he could bring it
to them from the marketplace. He would then personally deliver
the bags containing these provisions. On one occasion, he ob-
served a woman stirring a pot over a fire. He asked her what she
was cooking. She replied she did not have anything in the house
to cook. In order to pacify her children who were crying with
hunger, she had lighted the fire and was pretending to cook
something so that they would perhaps get tired of waiting and
go to sleep. Upon hearing this, he told her to wait. He went to
the market to personally get and deliver a sack of flour and
some other provisions to meet her needs. This was the kind of
spiritual revival the Holy Prophet had generated amongst his
companions. Neither he, nor his companions, had any desire for
power or kingdom. It is the desire for a life of ease and comfort
that motivates the wish for kingdom and power. They remained
penniless while the state treasury was full.

The Purpose of Warfare in Islam

What was the purpose of the battles fought in the early
 history of Islam? This has been the subject of much debate. 
The truth in this matter can be easily concluded on the basis of
a few simple facts. The battlefield of Badr, where the first
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 confrontation took place, was located only three days journey
from Madinah and nine days from Makkah. The second battle
was at Uhud, which was only one days journey from Madinah
and an eleven day journey from Makkah. The third battle of
Ahzab occurred in the surroundings of Madinah. This clearly
shows that the Holy Prophet was not the one who attacked the
enemy but was invariably attacked by the enemy first. This also
shows that enemies were bent upon destruction of the Muslims
and therefore repeatedly attacked them. The Holy Prophet
fought purely in self defense and for the protection of Muslims
and Islam and not to fulfill some personal motive. 

Various Incidents Related to the Battle of Uhud

In the battle of Uhud, the enemy attacked with a force three
thousand strong. It was the Holy Prophet’s habit to consult with
his companions on all occasions. He sought counsel from his
companions to decide whether it would be appropriate to con-
front the enemy while remaining within the confines of Madinah
or to meet them in battle outside. A majority of the companions,
who were extremely valiant said, “O prophet of Allah, if we re-
main in Madinah and do not go forth to confront the enemy, they
would get the signal that Muslims are fearful.” It was the Holy
Prophet’s opinion that the battle should be conducted while re-
maining in Madinah. In a dream he saw that he had put his hand
into a strong coat of mail and also saw a cow being slaughtered.
He interpreted the slaughtering of the cow to indicate martyr-
dom of the Muslims and the strong coat of mail as staying within
the confines of Madinah. Some of the companions were of the
same opinion that Muslims should remain within Madinah and
face the enemy. Abdullah bin Ubayy who was the leader of the
hypocrites1 also held the same opinion. 
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Holy Prophet Muhammad Followed the Consensus of
Opinion 

People say that although the commandment is for consensus,
after obtaining a mutual consensus, do as you please. Observe
what the Holy Prophet did. Although his personal opinion was
to stay within the confines of Madinah, he put that aside in favor
of the majority opinion and decided to go outside Madinah to
engage the enemy. 

Various Duties Performed by the Holy Prophet 

This is expressed in the Quranic words: 
“And when thou didst go forth early in the morning from
thy family, to assign to the believers their positions for
the battle.” (3:121)

Observe also, all the different qualities manifested, and the du-
ties performed by the Holy Prophet. He is the leader of the
prayer service, delivers Friday sermons, resolves legal disputes
as a judge, is the exemplar and religious teacher for his followers
and at the same time he is engaged in religious debate with
some nations while others have to be engaged with the sword.
He is also the general leading his companions into battle and as-
signs believers to battle positions. There has never been a per-
son in the world with so many different capabilities, nor is one
expected in the future. The enormous spiritual strength of a soli-
tary individual, fulfilling tasks of such great responsibility, is
found only in the person of the Holy Prophet. 

The Mischief of Abdullah Ibn Ubayy

“When two parties from among you thought of showing
cowardice and Allah was the Guardian of them both…”
(3:122)

When the Holy Prophet left Madinah, he was accompanied by
one thousand men. A short while later, Abdullah Ibn Ubayy, who
was the leader of the hypocrites, was able to persuade three
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 hundred men to accompany him by telling them that the Holy

Prophet and those with him were going forth to get killed and

they would be better off staying with him in Madinah. The Holy

Prophet paid no attention to their departure and stuck with the

decision already made. He led the remaining seven hundred men

to the site of Uhud. The two tribes of Banu Salimah, and Banu

Harithah, upon witnessing the departure of three hundred men,

also entertained the idea of deserting the Muslim army on ac-

count of superior enemy forces, but did not actually desert. Allah

strengthened their hearts and they stood firm to face the enemy.

The Holy Quran enjoins, “And in Allah should the believers trust.”

The believers do not put their trust in their strength, their num-

bers, or their armament but rely only upon the help of Allah. If

the help of Allah is not there, all else is of no benefit.

Muslims Reminded of the Battle of Badr and Advised to
Remain Tranquil

“And Allah certainly helped you at Badr when you were

weak. So keep your duty to Allah that you may give

thanks.” (3:123)

The Muslims are told not to become anxious and are re-

minded of the battle of Badr when Allah’s help was clearly man-

ifested. In the battle of Badr, the Muslims had no resources.

Those who had migrated from Makkah to Madinah (the muha-

jireen) had left all their property behind. They neither had

wealth nor weapons. The Muslims of Madinah, the Helpers

(ansar), were farmers and were neither wealthy nor did they

have any experience with combat. Victory at Badr was therefore

a complete manifestation of the help of Allah the Most High.

Allah reminds Muslims not to be fearful for they had received

His help previously at Badr where their numbers were even

fewer. They were told to be thankful for the help of Allah on that

occasion so that His help may be with them once again.
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The Help of Angels

“When thou didst say to the believers: Does it not suffice
you that your Lord should help you with three thousand
angels sent down?” (3:124)

What is this help that is rendered through the angels, and
how is this assistance provided? A following verse provides the
answer: “And Allah made it only as good news for you, and that
your hearts might be at ease thereby” (3:126). The help of the an-
gels was a form of good news to give solace and tranquility to
their hearts. People have made an error in understanding this.
They think that an army of angels joined the Muslims to fight
the disbelievers. Allah stated that its purpose was, “so that your
hearts might be at ease thereby.” The connection of the angels
is with the hearts of men and not with their bodies. It is the
hearts that gain solace through their support. In battle, it is not
numerical strength that matters, for if the hearts are firm, even
a few can be victorious over many. In the context of Badr also
it is said, “And Allah gave it only as good news, and that your
hearts might be at ease thereby” (8:10). A thousand angels were
sent on that occasion because the strength of the enemy was a
thousand. Whereas they strengthened the hearts of the believ-
ers, they cast terror into the hearts of the disbelievers (8:12). The
strength of the enemy at Uhud was three thousand hence three
thousand angels are mentioned. It seems that angels are sent in
proportion to the strength of the enemies.

Khaled bin Waleed

The three thousand seasoned warriors who were part of the
enemy force also included Khaled bin Waleed, whose wartime
exploits became legendary after his conversion to Islam. With a
few men, he would attack thousands and emerge victorious. On
this occasion however, when he was fighting against Islam and
the Muslims, his bravery and effort was of no avail and he ran
away.

140                             FRIDAY SERMONS OF MAULANA MUHAMMAD ALI VOLUME I



Who was defeated?

It is erroneously propagated that Muslims were defeated in
this battle. The Holy Quran says, “That He may cut off a part of
those who disbelieve or abase them so that they should return
in failure” (3:127). The words, “so that they should return in fail-
ure,” clearly indicate that the enemy did not succeed in achiev-
ing its objective. Careful perusal of details of this battle show
that the enemy failed and returned back to Makkah from the bat-
tlefield. If they were victorious, why did they turn back? How
many Muslims did they take as prisoners? They returned to
Makkah empty handed, without a single prisoner in their captiv-
ity. This clearly shows that they were the party who were de-
feated and not the Muslims. If the Muslims were the defeated
party, they certainly remained on the battlefield, while those as-
sumed to be victorious were retreating back to Makkah. If the
enemy had been genuinely victorious, the Muslims would be the
ones running with the disbelievers in pursuit. 

Details of the Battle Elaborated

The truth of the matter is that the Holy Prophet had placed
fifty archers at a critical location on the battlefield with specific
instructions not to abandon their post no matter which way the
tide of battle turned. When they saw the enemy running, they
made the erroneous decision to abandon their post and pursue
the enemy to partake of the war booty. Their leader tried to con-
vince them by reminding them of the Holy Prophet’s instruc-
tions, but they did not pay heed and left their position. When
the enemy noticed this critical position to be empty, they turned
back and attacked the Muslims from the rear causing dispersal
in the Muslim ranks. As a result of their action many Muslims
were martyred. Considering this as a good opportunity for with-
drawal, the enemy retreated. In spite of this, the Muslims re-
mained on the battlefield and the following day the Holy
Prophet gathered his followers and pursued the enemy, but they
had retreated a great distance by then. In fact, they had already
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been intimidated by their initial confrontation with the Muslims.
They considered this a valuable opportunity to show the Mus-
lims that they were not fearful of them. If indeed they were vic-
torious, then why did they retreat and not pursue the Muslims?
Why did they not take any war booty or prisoners with them?
The following day, when they were pursued by the Holy
Prophet, they were nowhere to be found. It was obvious that
they had hastened in their retreat for fear of pursuit by the Mus-
lims. They considered it good fortune that they had escaped
what might have been a dangerous loss. 

How the Disbelievers were Dealt With by Allah the Most
High

Allah the Most High says, regarding these disbelievers,
“Thou hast no concern in the matter whether He turns
to them (mercifully) or chastises them; surely they are
wrongdoers” (3:128)

There exists a certain relationship between the Creator and
His creation. This verse emphasizes that since they are Allah’s
creation, He may choose to deal with them mercifully or chas-
tise them. People have related this verse to the incident that oc-
curred four months after the battle of Uhud in which leaders of
certain tribes visited the Holy Prophet and asked for religious
teachers to be sent with them. Seventy teachers who had com-
mitted the Holy Quran to memory were sent with them and
were treacherously murdered. The murder of seventy men at
such a critical time when Muslims were already small in num-
ber, particularly those who had committed the Holy Quran to
memory, came as a great shock to the Holy Prophet. Ibn Umar
says that he heard the messenger of Allah saying, when he
raised his head after ruku in the last rak’ah of the morning-
prayer: “O Allah curse such and such people…” So Allah re-
vealed to him, “thou hast no concern in the matter whether He
turns to them (mercifully) or chastises them; surely they are
wrongdoers” (B. 64:22). 
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Allah wanted the Holy Prophet to be such an example of
mercy that it was desirable in Allah’s wisdom for not even such
a thought to enter the heart of the Holy Prophet. It is then
stated: “And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and
whatever is in the earth. He forgives whom He pleases and chas-
tises whom He pleases. And Allah is Forgiving, Merciful” (3:129).
It is the forgiveness of Allah that is all encompassing; therefore
His mercy and forgiveness are always to be hoped for.

The Second Khutba

Need of the Times

Every age has its specific needs. Amongst other needs, fight-
ing in self defense was essential for the Holy Prophet to under-
take (in Madinah). That is why he was, “to assign to the believers
their positions (maqaid) for the battle.” In this day and age, it is
the battle of conclusive evidence and arguments; hence people
who are being prepared by us for this purpose should be taught
those methods whereby they can defend against propaganda of
the critics of Islam and break their strength. Our students, who
are being prepared for the propagation of Islam, should be
aware of those techniques and the conclusive proofs whereby
hostile criticism can be countered. Also, other members should
be ready to meet this challenge. If they cannot spare much time
for this, they should dedicate one hour daily for the study of the
Holy Quran. If they become familiar with the Quran, they can
propagate Islam while they are involved in their businesses.
After all, how did Islam spread to the African continent? Who
were the preachers sent over there? They were traders who car-
ried the message of Islam along with their merchandise.

The people who went from India to England did not set a
good example. That is why people there became hostile toward
Islam. Otherwise the Quran says, “Is the reward of goodness
aught but goodness?” (55:60). If they had learned worldly
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 knowledge from them and given them knowledge of the reli-
gion, Islam would have spread there by now. If our youth, to
whom taking out time for this task appears very difficult, spend
half an hour every day to learn the Quran, their abilities will im-
prove greatly. An elephant is not aware of its strength. They
have all these strengths and capabilities within them. They
need to be aware of them. When you acquire the knowledge
of the Holy Quran, you will become cognizant of your strengths
and develop the zeal to propagate the message of Islam.
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February 4, 1916

Islam Eliminated all Forms of Institutionalized
Exploitation Including Usury

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“O you who believe, devour not usury, doubling and re-
doubling, and keep your duty to Allah, that you may be
successful.” (3:130)

“And guard yourselves against the fire which has been
prepared for the disbelievers.” (3:131)

“And obey Allah and the Messenger, that you may be
shown mercy.” (3:132)
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“And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a Garden,
as wide as the heavens and the earth; it is prepared for
those who keep their duty.” (3:133)

“Those who spend in ease as well as in adversity and
those who restrain (their) anger and pardon men. And
Allah loves the doers of good (to others).” (3:134)

“And those who, when they commit an indecency or
wrong their souls, remember Allah and ask forgiveness
for their sins. And who forgives sins but Allah? And they
persist not knowingly in what they do.” (3:135)

“Their reward is protection from their Lord, and Gardens
wherein flow rivers, to abide in them. And excellent is
the reward of the workers!” (3:136)

“Indeed there have been examples before you; so travel
in the earth and see what was the end of the deniers.”
(3:137)
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“This is a clear statement for men, and a guidance and an

admonition to those who would keep their duty.” (3:138)

“And be not weak-hearted, nor grieve, and you will have

the upper hand if you are believers.” (3:139)

“If a wound has afflicted you, a wound like it has also af-

flicted the (disbelieving) people. And We bring these

days to men by turns, that Allah may know those who be-

lieve and take witnesses from among you. And Allah loves

not the wrongdoers,” (3:140)

“And that He may purge those who believe and deprive

the disbelievers of blessings.” (3:141)

“Do you think that you will enter the Garden while Allah

has not yet known those from among you who strive

hard (nor) known the steadfast?” (3:142)

“And certainly you desired death before you met it. So in-

deed you have seen it now while you look (at it).” (3:143)
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Holy Quran is a Complete Book

The Holy Quran is an amazing Book, a single chapter of
which covers an immense variety of subjects. Before this sec-
tion, the discussion was with the Christians and strong argu-
ments were presented to refute the divinity of Jesus. After these,
were prophecies that God will make Muslims the best of na-
tions, and that it was their duty now to guide people towards
righteousness and forbid evil. This was followed by events re-
lated to war, and now a different subject is addressed. All of this
provides evidence that the Holy Quran is a complete Book. The
question of arrangement is a different topic and calls for a sepa-
rate discussion. The Quranic objective for discussing such a va-
riety of topics is to strengthen all of man’s spiritual faculties.

Islam is the Essence of all Faiths

Mankind has been endowed with various faculties and is a
minor universe unto himself, containing the essence of all cre-
ation. Similarly, any good that is found in other religions exists
in Islam in its most complete and developed form. On one hand
it openly and actively carries on a debate with other religions,
and at the same time it incorporates principles of monasticism.
What is the lesson we learn from our daily prayers? They pres-
ent a picture of monastic life, but in this case, rather than retreat-
ing into the jungle, one spares time from his daily occupation to
pray five times a day. Monasticism is a onetime sacrifice, while
keeping up prayers calls for sacrifice on a daily basis. So if an-
other religion has called monasticism a preferred way of life, its
best and most highly developed form is found in Islam. If it is a
noble deed to pray in seclusion, then Islam also enjoins us to get
up in the middle of the night when nobody sees or hears us and
supplicate before the Lord. If open expression is commendable,
then Allah the Most High has commanded the five daily obliga-
tory prayers preferably in congregation. Similarly, fighting in self
defense in a most sacred manner is also endorsed by the teach-
ings of Islam.
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Essential Clarifications Regarding Warfare

People think of war as a barbarism. Those who have not stud-
ied the life history of the Holy Prophet or his companions im-
mediately accuse them of war mongering.What they do not ask
is the valid question, ‘is war under all circumstances a faulty un-
dertaking?’War waged to inflict injury or rob someone is indeed
the work of bandits. However, the person who wishes to elimi-
nate all form of warfare and its tools is also trying to accomplish
the impossible and goes against the very nature of man. There
have always been differences between men, and there will al-
ways continue to be, therefore war is a necessary outcome.
Today, our own government has to face war. In this conflict we
praise those who leave their homes and, without caring for their
own safety, bravely go out to fight the enemy.

War for the Sake of Religious Freedom and Preservation
of Human Rights is Commendable

If war is commendable today under the present circum-
stances, then under similar circumstances in the past, it was also
a laudable undertaking. Here, from a household of eight people,
one is drafted for war. In defensive battles fought by the Holy
Prophet and his companions, every member of the family had
to participate. Before the Battle of Badr two youths came to the
Holy Prophet seeking his permission to take part in the battle.
The Holy Prophet gave permission to the one who appeared to
be stronger. The other one became tearful and begged the Holy
Prophet to allow him to wrestle with the one who had been
given the permission to participate in the upcoming fight. He
was successful in the wrestling bout which followed and was
permitted to participate. A few older men also came to the Holy
Prophet with the plea that they were close to their graves any-
way and would prefer to die as martyrs in the battlefield. Thus,
if fighting in defense of one’s nation and country is a praisewor-
thy act, then Islam permits it. I have mentioned that Islam is the
essence of all faiths. Monasticism cannot be pursued by all.
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Some religions have insisted upon a monastic way of life, but if
we study their history we discover that they also had to partici-
pate in war. 

Lord Krishna, while explaining the philosophy of war to
Arjun, deemed it necessary to eliminate evil from the world.
Similarly, the children of Israel had to take part in wars and
Moses encouraged his followers to participate in battle.

Islam Enjoins the full Usage and Growth of Human
Faculties

Islam has attempted to evolve all the good qualities in man
and to fully nurture his faculties. In order for all human faculties
to be nurtured, we find the teachings of the Holy Quran ad-
dresses one subject followed by the next. 

“O you who believe, devour not usury, doubling and re-
doubling, and keep your duty to Allah, that you may be
successful.” (3:130)

What could be the reason to prohibit Muslims from usury at
this juncture when they were not in possession of any wealth?
Those who emigrated with the Holy Prophet from Makkah were
traders who left behind all their belongings. The Helpers
(ansar) who accepted Islam in Madinah were simple farmers,
and therefore not wealthy. Under these circumstances they are
taught not to take usury so that their hearts develop contempt
for the practice at a very early stage of development. This was
to prepare them for the future when they were to acquire
wealth and power. Some things from which a person is dispar-
aged at a very early stage become ingrained in his nature and he
is better able to resist them later. A sudden transition on the
other hand is difficult to make and maintain. 

The Muslim Nation and Usury

Later on when Muslims gained power their conduct was in-
deed amazing. They became affluent during the period of Caliph
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Umar. Single individuals came in possession of hundreds of thou-
sands of dinar. Arabs at the time could not count beyond a thou-
sand and did not have a number beyond alaf which stands for
a thousand. In spite of having so much wealth, they completely
abstained from usury. Today, we find that it is very difficult for
nations to survive without usury. Trading in this day and age is
not possible without usury, but they traded without participat-
ing in usurious transactions. This was because their hearts were
not imbued with the love of wealth. Whatever wealth they
earned was for their religion.

Staying away from Usury is the key to Success

Usury was completely prohibited so, “that you may be suc-
cessful.” It is then stated, “And guard yourselves against the fire
which has been prepared for the disbelievers.” Fire stands for
every kind of abasement and grief. A person who takes usury is
demeaned in the eyes of the world and also subjects himself to
hardship. The wealth he accumulates through usurious dealings
does not even enhance his own comfort. On the other hand,
those who obey Allah and His Messenger are invited to, “hasten
to forgiveness from your Lord and a Garden, as wide as the heav-
ens and the earth; it is prepared for those who keep their duty.”
The garden and the forgiveness are prepared for those who
keep their duty. How can you then choose to take yourself to
the fire? When the protection (maghfirat) of Allah, the Most
High accompanies a person, he is saved from evil deeds. He also
finds refuge from the fire which accompanies all evil deeds. 

What is the Garden?

Regarding the garden it is stated: “and a Garden, as wide as
the heavens.” In other words its limits are dependant only upon
the degree of one’s efforts. 
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Spending in the Way of Allah

One facet of this effort is spending in the way of Allah, de-
scribed as: “Those who spend in ease as well as in adversity.” In
this day and age many Muslims have taken up beggary as a pro-
fession. Allah, the Most High describes a characteristic of those
who guard against evil that they spend both in a state of ease
and when conditions are adverse. The one whose circumstances
are strained certainly deserves our help. It is, however, spending
for the cause of religion that should be undertaken by all. Allah
has made binding, spending in His way in times of scarcity and
affluence. This excuse that people come up with — not being
able to afford to spend — is put forward only when they are
asked to spend for the cause of religion. They do not present
this excuse when it comes to worldly expenditures. If it is nec-
essary to spend in a state of adversity then it becomes even
more essential when there is plenty. This is the reason why the
Arabic word sirra for state of adversity has been used first. If
those who are better off do not spend then the shortcoming is
even greater. Islam has taught us many excellent principles. In
previous Quranic lessons we commented on the following inci-
dent. Prophet Moses went to seek knowledge from an individ-
ual. When they reached a certain village, the villagers refused to
offer them food or shelter. In the same village they came across
a wall which was falling down and proceeded to repair it. The
reason for this act of giving is narrated in these words in the
Holy Quran:

“And as for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in
the city, and there was beneath it a treasure belonging to
them, and their father had been a righteous man. So thy
Lord intended that they should attain their maturity and
take out their treasure — a mercy from thy Lord…” (18:82) 

How very excellent a principle of beneficence is taught in
this narrative! Although spurned by the villagers and hungry,
Moses and his companion proceeded with an act of giving with-
out asking for anything in return. 
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Helplessness of Islam and the Insensitivity of the
Wealthy

In this age, we witness the helplessness of Islam. How many
attacks of hostile propaganda are levied against it, but people do
not give any attention to its defense and propagation. On the
other hand, go and observe the condition of these hereditary
spiritual endowments. How much wealth is wasted to support
them? Rich and poor flock to these establishments and do not
hesitate to give away their wealth. They fail to make any sacri-
fice of wealth for the sake of Islam, which is being attacked on
all sides. When asked to sacrifice their wealth in order to re-
spond to these attacks, they come up with all kinds of excuses
and try to create various kinds of obstructions in the way of
such giving. I have a simple project, the publication of the Eng-
lish translation and commentary of the Holy Quran. When con-
tributions are solicited for this purpose, the response is that it is
not in accordance with our beliefs. Is there anyone in the whole
world who can translate in accordance with the beliefs of every
sect? Every sect can come up with a similar objection against
the translation rendered by the other. Thus, there seems to be
no way out.

The Mission of Khawaja Kamal-ud-din

I also observe that the mission started by Khawaja Sahib is
also underfunded. It would have been best if he were allowed
to work with complete peace of mind and his needs were spon-
taneously fulfilled from here. This is, however, not the case and
he has to make arrangements himself, much of his time being
spent in this way. He also has to make financial arrangements
for the English and Urdu magazines he is publishing.What is the
total number being published? The English magazine has ap-
proximately two thousand paid subscriptions while the total
amount published is five thousand. In the Urdu language its pub-
lication has not reached two thousand yet.
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The need for Publication of Islamic Literature

We get many requests for literature in Islam. How can we
provide them with these books? People belonging to other
faiths have written books on Islam and the life and character of
the Holy Prophet. There are at least ten such publications of
which I am aware. This is primarily the duty of the Muslims, but
we see the opposite happening. Whose heart will Allah, the
Most High motivate to take up this task? The time has gone
when the Muslims were rulers and there were Royal subsidies
available for promotion of religious literature. In this day and age
nations that are spiritually alive do not hold back spending for
propagation of knowledge. I have with me an Arabic English dic-
tionary that was written by an Englishman who stayed in Egypt
for many years and completed his work with the help of Egypt-
ian scholars. All the expenses of his project were borne by an
English Lord. Nations that want to stay alive have within their
folds such dedicated individuals who are willing to help in the
publication and spread of knowledge. 
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February 25, 1916

The Secret to Progress of Muslims Lies in Service of
Humanity and Benevolence Toward All

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“Then after grief He sent down security on you, slumber
overcoming a party of you, while (there was) another
party whom their own souls had rendered anxious —
they entertained about Allah thoughts of ignorance quite
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unjustly. They said: Have we any hand in the affair? Say:
The affair is wholly (in the hands) of Allah. They hide
within their souls that which they would not reveal to
thee. They say: Had we any hand in the affair, we would
not have been slain here. Say: Had you remained in your
houses, those for whom slaughter was ordained would
have gone forth to the places where they would be slain.
And (this happened) that Allah might test what was in
your breasts and that He might purge what was in your
hearts. And Allah is Knower of what is in the breasts.”
(3:154)

“Those of you who turned back on the day when the
two armies met, only the devil sought to cause them to
make a slip on account of some deeds they had done,
and certainly Allah has pardoned them. Surely Allah is
Forgiving, Forbearing.” (3:155)

Hypocrites Set Apart in the Battle of Uhud

The battle of Uhud clearly defines the hypocrites. Abdullah-
ibn-Ubayy separated himself along with three hundred of his
companions before the battle, while there were some others
who started complaining after the battle of Uhud. 

The Companions Who were More Concerned for the
Holy Prophet than for their own Lives

Muslims had to face many hardships during this battle. Many
of the companions were martyred and those remaining behind
suffered great losses. All of this was a source of great sorrow and
pain for the Muslims. The Holy Quran mentions some of them
who put aside all their worries and became more concerned
about the welfare of the Holy Prophet. In contrast to this, the
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 attitude of another group is mentioned in these words, “They
say: Had we any hand in the affair, we would not have been slain
here.” To this, Allah the Most High responds, “Say: Had you re-
mained in your houses, those for whom slaughter was ordained
would have gone forth to the places where they would be slain.
And (this happened) that Allah might test what was in your
breasts and that He might purge what was in your hearts.”

The Difference Between the Hypocrites and the
Companions

What is the difference between these and the rest of the
companions? Both groups went into battle and fought, and both
of them suffered. Why were they called hypocrites? It was be-
cause, unlike those who demonstrated sincerity, put aside their
suffering, and were more concerned about the Holy Prophet,
they recounted their own suffering and loss and were more con-
cerned about their own selfish interests. 

The Difference between those Hypocrites and Muslims
Today

Muslims today sit contentedly in their homes and do not ven-
ture out to propagate their religion. The group referred to in
these verses accompanied the Holy Prophet in battle. Afterward,
they only complained about their personal loss and did not care
about the Holy Prophet’s suffering. They were called hypocrites
because of their behavior. Now compare your own condition
with theirs and ponder upon the lesson being taught in relating
these circumstances. If, even if you serve and complain subse-
quently, your behavior is not acceptable, then in your case, your
not serving at all is even more unacceptable. Both behaviors are
unacceptable, but the second one in which even no attempt is
made to help is worse
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What is the Objective of the Holy Quran?

Why is there such profound displeasure expressed regarding
these complaints? Because the word of Allah desires such love,
passion, and sincerity in your hearts for itself and the Holy
Prophet Muhammad that you put aside all other worries for
their sake. A true lover bears all suffering and tribulations, stum-
bles and falls, but never complains. He has no other concern but
to pursue his passion. Islam wants you to serve and not breathe
a word of complaint. Until you manifest such a state of submis-
sion, your service does not reflect true love and sincerity of
 purpose. It was their complaining that made this group blame-
worthy; otherwise like the other Muslims, they left their homes
to participate in battle. You should serve Allah and readily accept
any grief that you may suffer in this quest. 

Different Manifestations of Human Love and Passion

Every human being in the world has some sort of passion
that controls him. There are some who only care about their
own desires and remain subservient to them at all times. Above
these are those who sacrifice everything for their nation and
country and do not care for their own lives and properties. The
desire for their country and nation to make progress and be
ahead of everyone else remains foremost in their minds at all
times. 

What Passion does Islam Want Us to Have?

Islam has attempted to generate another kind of passion in hu-
mans. It wants man not to hold his own self, his country, or his
nation as his purpose in life but to have all his desires and
thoughts be subservient to Allah. This is why the Holy Prophet
said: “No one amongst you is a believer until he loves me more
than his mother, his father, and all the other people.” Why is this
so? This is because man can only reach perfection when all his
desires and passions become subservient to the love of Allah and
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His messenger. Every human being holds a passion for something
in his heart and love for someone is part of his nature. Islam has
fulfilled this natural desire in such a manner that in the heart of
the believer, love of Islam is held foremost under all circum-
stances. This is what differentiates a Muslim from other people. 

The Intensity of this Love and Passion

The truth is that the focus of our love overwhelms our mind
and we become subservient to it. Islam wants the love of Allah
the Most High to be predominant over all our thoughts and for
us to become a practicing example of one whose, “heart is with
the beloved (Allah) while the hand is at work.”

The Secret of the Rise and Fall of Nations

If you study the history of the world, you will discover that
only those nations made progress and advanced ahead of others
that remained aware of their national interest at all times. They
remain ever ready to sacrifice personal interests for the sake of
the nation. The competition that you see amongst European na-
tions is a result of this passion for their national interest. It is not
for the sake of anyone’s personal interest. We accept that one
nation is fighting to become a world power while other nations
are fighting for preservation of civic values and truth. The for-
mer is iniquitous, while the latter is standing for justice. Never-
theless, this is a war of nations, with individuals belonging to
each nation looking after their own national self-preservation
and progress.

Islam Guides Towards Perfection

Instead of inculcating the love of nation and country in your
heart, Islam wants to guide you toward another kind of love —
a love that excels all of these; and that is the love of Allah and
His religion. Your nature has the priceless element of love within
it. If you use this element of love for the purpose for which it
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has been created, that is the love of Allah and His religion, you
will reach true perfection. This is the real purpose of the cre-
ation of mankind. 

Revered Companions of the Holy Prophet and Muslims
of the Present Age 

What is the difference between us and the companions of
the Holy Prophet? Did they not conduct business activities or
have families and concerns about earning and making a living?
They had all these concerns, but also had one concern above all
— a concern we either do not have, or have to an insufficient
degree — and that is the concern to serve religion. Some hyp-
ocrites also participate with them in this service. Hypocrites
perform the same service but the results are different for them
because of their complaints and selfish motives. 

The Rise and Fall of Man 

Man is definitely successful in fulfilling the passion that rules
his mind. The more excellent this passion is, the greater is the
height of excellence achieved. If, however, this passion fades
away from the heart and mind, the resultant decline is in pro-
portion to the ascent. 

Why is the Spirit of Sacrifice Lacking Amongst Muslims?

Why do Muslims today lack even the spirit of sacrifice that is
ordinarily found amongst people for their country and national
interests? The fact is that they were taught the love of Allah the
Most High and to sacrifice all else in His way. Their hearts were
imbued with the love that is above all. This was not a minor goal
they had before them. When they turned away from Allah, and
broke their relationship with Him, there was no step in between
whereupon they could stand and avoid the steep decline. They
had been taught to appreciate the perfect form of love. There
was no other idol that had been put in front of them to worship,
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so how could they, in their state of decline, love anything else
beyond their own selfish interests? What they had been taught
was of such excellence that in its presence there was no need
for drawing their attention toward minor goals. When decline
overtook them it was such that there was nothing to stop their
rapid descent. 

Their rapid ascent was due to the fact that the Glorification
of Allah, the most high completely imbued their thoughts and
actions. This enabled them to quickly overcome all obstacles
which stood in their way to reaching the pinnacle of perfection.
Their decline occurred only when their hearts and minds were
bereft of this thought. There was no other passion that had been
inculcated into their minds. All other emotions were subservient
to this lofty goal. The color of Allah’s love was dominant in their
actions and when it disappeared, there was no other reason for
them to make sacrifices and they fell precipitously, becoming
the lowest of the low.

Now, when they rise again, it will be in the same manner as
before and they will reach the same goal of perfection. It will
be these same Muslims with the same faces and occupations.
What is inside the hearts and minds needs to be bright, for this
outward glow and glitter is a fleeting matter. Do not for a mo-
ment entertain the thought that they will be some other kind of
people, for there is no difference. Nor is there any difficulty that
prevents this, other than accepting the idea of making oneself
subservient to the love of God. 

The Promised Messiah and His Sense of Honor for the
Religion 

What a great accomplishment was made by Hazrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad in this age! He used to say that if the sense of
honor that he holds for Islam is put on one side of the scale and
that of other Muslims on the other side, his side would definitely
carry more weight. It was his habit that no matter how grievous
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a personal attack was hurled upon him, he would not care, but
an attack against the Holy Prophet would enrage him and he
would fervently respond to such slander. Being so passionate in
defending the truth is not a sign of weakness. 

Those Who Benefitted from his Benevolence

We observe that those who followed his way and benefitted
from his benevolence also held this sense of honor for their re-
ligion far above those who rejected him. A spark from his fire of
passion was also ignited in their hearts. Try not to stifle this
spark from your hearts. Try to maintain it, so that your deeds
should also move the world like those of your imam and guide. 

The Example of Khawaja Kamal-ud-din 

Observe what was accomplished by Khawaja Kamal-ud-din.
He was like many others, just a pleader before the chief court.
By imbuing his heart with the passion for the love of Allah, see
what he accomplished! If you also make your hearts subservient
to the love of Allah, all the rest of this worldly life becomes in-
significant. It is the same emotion but is acquired in a different
manner. If you try to adopt the wrong path in its acquisition, the
results are going to be the opposite. 

These words that came out of the mouths of the hypocrites,
“Have we any hand in the affair? Or, had they been with us, they
would not have died, or been slain” (2:154). These words show
lack of courage and weakness of character. Allah has attributed
them to hypocrisy and categorized those who uttered them as
hypocrites. 

This was Not the Holy Prophet’s Intent

It is now said that although it was the Holy Prophet’s opinion
to stay within the confines of Madinah and fight, instead, he fol-
lowed the advice of the companions to show them that the
losses at the battle of Uhud were sustained by acting upon their
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recommendations.1 The Holy Quran, on the other hand, uses
these words when referring to the hypocrites, “had we any hand
in the affair, we would not have been slain here.” In other words,
if we had not left Madinah, we would not have suffered these
losses. It was also the opinion of Abdullah Ibn Ubayy to stay in
Madinah and fight. 

In addition, there is this Quranic statement, “Had they been
with us, they would not have died or been slain” (3:156), meaning
if these people had stayed with us (the hypocrites) in Madinah,
they would not have died or been slain. Thus, if Allah the Most
High attributes these statements to the hypocrites, those who
attribute this to the Holy Prophet are flagrant liars. It is very
strange indeed that what the Quran attributes to the hypocrites
is being called the intention of the Holy Prophet.

The Real Reason for the Losses at Uhud 

The losses at Uhud occurred because a group of archers dis-
obeyed instructions of the Holy Prophet to stay at their station
under all circumstances. To attribute these losses to the Holy
Prophet’s companions’ decision (to meet the enemy outside of
Madinah) was the position taken by the hypocrites. To relate this
position of the hypocrites to the Holy Prophet is derogatory.
Moreover, these verses are followed by the statement, “And con-
sult them in (important) matters” (3:159). If the loss was a result
of following the advice of the companions, then what is the
meaning of consulting them? 

A Brief Translation and Commentary on the Verses

“Then after grief He sent down security on you, slumber
overcoming a party of you.” After this grief, Allah the Most 
High sent down security upon the hearts of those who were
upset because of the suffering of the Holy Prophet. A feeling of
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security was engendered in their hearts or sleep overcame
them, which is also a means of diminishing grief.

“…While (there was) another party whom their own souls
had rendered anxious — they entertained about Allah thoughts
of ignorance quite unjustly…”What are these thoughts of igno-
rance? This is reflected in the words, …“They said: Have we any
hand in the affair?…” to which the reply is given, “…Say: The
 affair is wholly (in the hands) of Allah…” (3:154)

Another Distinguishing Characteristic of the Hypocrites

“They hide within their souls that which they would not re-
veal to thee.” These words describe another distinguishing char-
acteristic of the hypocrites that they do not show or express
what is inside their hearts. They say: “Had we any hand in the
affair, we would not have been slain here.”

To which the Holy Quran responds, “Say: Had you remained
in your houses, those for whom slaughter was ordained would
have gone forth to the places where they would be slain.”

Remaining in the houses signifies meeting the enemy while
remaining in Madinah. By those for whom slaughter was or-
dained are meant the martyrs of Uhud. The murmurings of the
hypocrites are met with the reply that even if the Muslims had
defended themselves by remaining in Madinah, those who laid
down their lives in the field of Uhud would have laid them
down in Madinah as well. Death was moreover a thing ordained.

“…And (this happened) that Allah might test what was
in your breasts and that He might purge what was in
your hearts.” (3:154)

This explains Allah’s testing of what is in their hearts. He
knows it, and His testing it means making it manifest to others.
The attitude of the hypocrites was made manifest by the fighting
in Uhud. It would have remained hidden if the battle had been
fought in Madinah.
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“And Allah is Knower of what is in the breasts.” (3:154)

A Word About Those Who Left the Battleground

Another event in connection with the battle of Uhud is now
related. “Those of you who turned back on the day when the
two armies met, only the devil sought to cause them to make a
slip on account of some deeds they had done.”

This happened in the battle of Uhud after the archers aban-
doned their position. The fleeing Makkan forces turned back
and destabilized the arrangement of Muslim forces. The persons
spoken of here are those who were unable to join the main Mus-
lim army and who fled to Madinah, or in some other direction.
However pressed they may have been, it was not right on their
part to leave the field of battle. Here it is spoken of as a slip on
their part; it did not amount to intentional disobedience. God
granted them a free pardon as expressed by the words, “and cer-
tainly Allah has pardoned them. Surely Allah is Forgiving, Forbear-
ing.” It is written that when these companions returned, the
Holy Prophet did not even hint at questioning their behavior.
Some people have the habit of finding fault with others and
point out that Hazrat Uthman was amongst the ones who had
left the battlefield. Later on when the Khawarij made a similar
statement, they were rebuked by Hazrat Abdullah Ibn Abbas,
who challenged their authority to question when Allah the Most
High had Himself granted them a pardon. 

Summary of Discussion and Prayer

The attention of Muslims has been drawn in these verses to
the lofty goal that they should always have in sight. It is about a
firm belief in Allah, readiness to bear all suffering in service of
His religion, and not to breathe a word of complaint while un-
dertaking this striving. May Allah the Most High give us the abil-
ity to put these teachings of the Holy Quran into practice.
Ameen!
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April 21, 1916

The Persistent Striving and Preservation of Civil Rights
and Responsibilities Guarantees the Survival of a Nation.

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“O people, keep your duty to your Lord, Who created
you from a single being and created its mate of the same
(kind), and spread from these two many men and
women. And keep your duty to Allah, by Whom you
 demand one of another (your rights), and (to) the ties of
relationship. Surely Allah is ever a Watcher over you.” (4:1)

This chapter is called Al-Nisa, which means ‘The Women’. The
reason for this name is that it discusses the rights and responsi-
bilities of women and informs us of the rights and responsibilities
of men and women toward each other. This chapter discusses
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 social intercourse. Preceding this in Al-Baqarah and Al-Imran
different aspects of how to preserve a nation’s existence were
explained. Social intercourse and its different facets are now dis-
cussed. We are told how we can coexist and maintain mutual re-
lationships. This subject is expanded upon in the next chapter,
which discusses broader aspects of civil intercourse. In this man-
ner, these four chapters bring this subject to completion.

Response to Those who are Critical of the Arrangement
of the Holy Quran

People object that the Holy Quran is just a collection of chap-
ters randomly put together. Some Muslims may also hold this
view, but it is a very flawed concept. There is such an excellent
arrangement in the verses of the Holy Quran that the more we
consider it, the more we become aware of the profound knowl-
edge and wisdom involved. The chapter, Al-Baqarah is at the
very beginning, preceded only by the Al-Fatihah, the essence of
the Holy Quran. In Al-Fatihah, guidance toward the right path
is sought, while the first section of Al-Baqarah outlines that
path of success for us. 

The Beginning and End of a Chapter

Another wonderful aspect of this arrangement is that the sub-
ject matter at the beginning of a chapter is also discussed to-
ward the end. For example, in Al-Baqarah, success and final
triumph of the believers was discussed in the beginning of the
chapter and the closing words relate to the same subject in the
form of a prayer: “so grant us victory over the disbelieving peo-
ple.” Similarly, in the chapter Al-Imran, the introduction deals
with the topic of Christianity and the chapter concludes with
the same. This chapter called Al-Nisa (The Women) begins with
a discussion of women’s rights and concludes with the words,
“If a man dies and he has no son and he has a sister” again
 referring to the subject of women’s rights. The purpose of my
discussion is to point out the wonderful manner whereby every
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chapter of the Holy Quran begins with a certain subject, dis-
cusses its various ramifications in detail, and concludes with a
summary of the same topic.

The Important Subject of Life and Death of Nations

Another amazing aspect is the mutual connectivity and
arrangement that exists among the various chapters of the Holy
Quran. The most relevant question before a nation is whether it
lives on or it dies. There is extensive debate on this subject
today about what needs to be prioritized in this matter. Allah the
Most High has told us by putting Al-Baqarah in the beginning
of the Holy Quran that the subject of life and death of nations
is of prime importance. The whole of Al-Baqarah discusses how
dead nations are brought to life and cites in a very elegant man-
ner the example of the children of Israel.

The Life and Death of the Children of Israel

In Al-Baqarah, the Holy Quran states, 

“Hast thou not considered those who went (kharaju)
forth from their homes, and they were thousands, for fear
of death. Then Allah said to them, die. Then He gave them
life. Surely Allah is Gracious to people, but most people
are not grateful.” (2:243)

The use of the Arabic word kharaju (exodus) in this context
clearly refers to the nation that is mentioned in the book of ex-
odus in the Bible. i.e. The children of Israel. They escaped the
tyranny of the pharaoh with Prophet Moses, and then wandered
for forty years in the wilderness. This was their state of death,
from which they were brought back to life and given ownership
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of the Holy Land. The life and death of a nation and the factors
influencing it are therefore a question of prime importance. 

The Cause of Muslim Downfall 

A major cause for the downfall of the Muslims, is their neg-
lect of this very important duty and the fact that they did not
make an effort to increase their numerical strength. Allah the
Most High had shown them the way in these words of the Holy
Quran:

“And from among you there should be a party who invite
to good and enjoin the right and forbid the wrong. And
these are they who are successful.” (3:104)

This was the golden principle for revival of the nation. Alas!
Muslims neglected the task of propagation of their religion and
wasted their strength. Nothing can remain in a static condition.
It either makes progress or deteriorates in strength. If I have
strength in my arms, I should use them so that they can become
stronger and help me make further progress. If I do not use
them, they will lose strength and become useless. This verse tells
us that in order to sustain the life of our nation, we cannot re-
main stationary and must move forward. If you quit making any
effort, you will start moving backward and death will rapidly
come to you. Any faculty that you have been given can remain
and develop only if put to use. If left idle, it will go to waste. A
tree that does not absorb nutrients from the earth by means of
its roots will fail to thrive and soon dry out and wither away.
Similarly a nation that continues to nurture itself by bringing in
fresh nutrients will stay alive and its strength will be maintained.
If it neglects this duty and abstains from inviting and including
others within its folds, it will spontaneously lose its strength.
This is the firm law of Allah the Most High, which is established
in the universe. Strength can only increase if it is used in the
proper manner; otherwise it is wasted. The laws of God do not
undergo change as stated in the Holy Quran: “Thou seest no in-
congruity in the creation of the Beneficent” (67:3).
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The Early Period of Islam

Why and how did the Muslims terminate what was their life-
line? This termination happened when they neglected the duty of
inviting outsiders into their faith. In the beginning, a child requires
only a small amount of nourishment to sustain its growth. During
this early period of the Muslim nation’s growth, noble companions
of the Holy Prophet strived hard against overwhelming odds and
carried the message of Islam to all corners of the world.When the
development of the Islamic nation reached its prime, it was de-
prived of this nurturing sustenance, although more nutrition is
needed in the youthful years of growth. In Al-Baqarah and 
Al-Imran, Allah the Most High informed us that you can only be
given spiritual life when you strive for the propagation of Islam
and invite others into your faith. Nothing remains static; change
is inevitable. That which does not progress cannot remain in a sta-
tionary state. It necessarily goes into a state of decline. 

Social Intercourse Ordained by Allah

After relating the need to make an effort for national rejuve-
nation through propagation, the Holy Quran now draws our at-
tention toward social intercourse in these words: 

“O people, keep your duty to your Lord, Who created
you from a single being and created its mate of the same
(kind), and spread from these two many men and
women. And keep your duty to Allah, by Whom you de-
mand one of another (your rights), and (to) the ties of re-
lationship. Surely Allah is ever a Watcher over you.” (4:1)

Was this excellent arrangement the work of Abu Bakr or Zaid
bin Thabit? In fact the Holy Quran states:

“Surely on Us rests the collecting of it and the reciting of
it So when We recite it, follow its recitation.” (75:17-18)

This shows that its arrangement was the work of Allah and
not of Abu Bakr or Zaid bin Thabit. The principles of social and
civil interaction evolve from family relationships. 
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Women’s Rights and the Marital Relationship Between a
Husband and Wife

The relationship between a husband and a wife is the basis
from which evolves family life. It eventually affects the broader
spectrum of national and civil intercourse. It is therefore essen-
tial that the mutual relations between men and women should
be improved. The Holy Prophet has made a wonderful statement
in this regard: “The best of you is he who is good to his wife.”
This is the truth, for he who does not treat his wife well cannot
be expected to treat outsiders with goodness. There is another
very lengthy Hadith in which Hazrat Umar states, “During the
days of ignorance we did not give any importance to our
women. With the revelation of the Holy Quran and its stress
upon the rights of women, women became more aware of their
rights and started to stand up for them. My wife also challenged
my decision in some matter, to which I retorted, ‘who are you
to speak up to me in this manner?’ She told me to go and ob-
serve my own daughter and see how she argues with the Mes-
senger of Allah.” Umar then visited Hazrat Hafsa (his daughter
and wife of the Holy Prophet) and told her that he had come to
know of her argumentative behavior toward the Holy Prophet
and advised her to refrain, for displeasing the Holy Prophet
would not be right. Being his daughter, she remained respect-
fully silent. Hazrat Umar then visited Hazrat Um-e-Salamah, an-
other wife of the Holy Prophet, and gave her the same advice.
She answered back by saying, “Umar who are you to interfere in
our family matters?” Upon hearing this, Hazrat Umar turned
back. 

These incidents illustrate that the Holy Quran established the
rights of women in a society where prior to its revelation they
were nonexistent. How could Islam ignore the rights of half of
the human race and leave them in a state of subjugation? That
is why it gave them their lawful rights. In this chapter, Al-Nisa,
these rights, along with those of orphans are clearly delineated.

                 17 — APRIL 21, 1916 — GUARANTEEING THE SURVIVAL OF A NATION            171



Establishment of the Rights of Women and Children

Arabs proverbially believed that the right of inheritance be-
longed only to the one who could wield the spear. They gave no
right of inheritance to women, who generally remained at home
and did not participate in battles. Even today, in many countries,
women’s and children’s rights of inheritance are not acknowl-
edged. Islam considered this unacceptable and gave women and
children equal right of inheritance along with men. This chapter
discusses these topics, as well as a reference to some of the bat-
tles. These battles had to be undertaken to defend the rights of
helpless women and children who were facing the tyranny of
disbelievers. This is expressed in the following words of the
Holy Quran: 

“And what reason have you not to fight in the way of
Allah, and of the weak among the men and the women
and the children, who say: Our Lord, take us out of this
town, whose people are oppressors, and grant us from
Thee a friend, and grant us from Thee a helper!” (4:75)

Responsibilities of Women with Acquisition of Rights

Islam is, however, not a religion with a unidirectional focus.
While it outlines the rights of women and men, it also delineates
their responsibilities. The Holy Quran states, “And women have
rights similar to those against them in a just manner” (2:228). A
fault of human nature is that everyone wants recognition for their
own rights but they fail to recognize their responsibilities in this
regard. This includes both men and women. It is essential to ap-
preciate that those who fail to accept their responsibilities cannot
get their rights. Every individual must first fulfill his responsibili-
ties and then demand his rights. That is why this chapter begins
with the words, “O people, keep your duty to your Lord.”

The Meaning of Taqwa (Keeping Your Duty)

Someone may point out that the commandment is to keep
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your duty. What does that have to do with the giving of rights
and responsibilities? Remember that the word Taqwa means
protection and safeguarding and a muttaqi is one who safe-
guards and protects the rights given to him by Allah the Most
High. Muttaqi is also the one who safeguards against question-
able practices. This is explained in a Hadith of the Prophet:
“What is lawful is manifest and what is unlawful is manifest and
between these two are doubtful things which many people do
not know. So whoever guards himself against the doubtful
things, he keeps his religion and his honor unsullied, and who-
ever falls into doubtful things is like the herdsman who grazes
his cattle on the borders of a reserve — he is likely to enter it.
Know that every king has a reserve and know that the reserve
of Allah in His land is what He has forbidden” (B. 2:38). Muttaqi
is the one who fulfills all rights and responsibilities assigned to
him by Allah the Most High. This encompasses the rights of his
family members, relatives, and those not related to him. It is es-
sential to discharge all of these under all circumstances. This is
called Taqwa or keeping one’s duty.

Who is the Perfect Believer?

One should fulfill all human rights in the same manner as he
wants his rights to be fulfilled. That is why the Hadith states, “A
person from amongst you is not a believer until he likes for his
brother what he likes for himself.” Everyone is quite aware of
his own rights, but shortchanges those of others. Perfection in
belief cannot be reached until the receiving and giving of rights
strikes a just balance. The major reason for all conflicts in the
world is a lack of awareness of this truth amongst people. Safe-
guarding human rights is the basis of resolving all these con-
tentious matters irrespective of the human condition. If those
who are being ruled continue to demand only their rights and
do not fulfill their responsibilities, society cannot function. The
golden principle that can work for all types of social relation-
ships is that man should be fully cognizant of his responsibilities
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and give the rights of others just as he wishes no one to curtail
his own. 

The Meaning of TaqwAllah (Keep Your Duty to Allah)

There is a relationship between Allah and every human
being, which does not involve any intermediaries. The words,
“Keep your duty to your Lord,” are to emphasize that this matter
is between man and his Rabb (nurturer unto perfection) and
that he should therefore fully understand and fulfill his duty. If
I do some good deed with the intent that it should benefit a cer-
tain friend, or if I commit evil to harm my enemy, it goes con-
trary to the relationship between man and his Rabb (nurturer
unto perfection). In fact, before doing anything we should keep
our accountability to Allah the Most High in our mind, not forget
our relationship with our Rabb (nurturer unto perfection) and
fulfill the responsibilities assigned to us according to the com-
mand of Allah. 

There is no Intermediary Between the Creator and His
Creation

“And certainly you have come to Us one by one as We
created you at first, and you have left behind your backs
what We gave you. And We see not with you your inter-
cessors about whom you asserted that they were
(Allah’s) associates in respect to you. Certainly the ties
between you are now cut off and that which you as-
serted has failed you.” (6:94)

In the end, every man is answerable to Allah, at which time
there are no intermediaries or intercessors. Therefore, always re-
member that you are going to die. Being aware of your mortality
is a reminder of the relationship between you and God. Thus,
one should be aware of his responsibilities and strive to fulfill
them. This is what is meant by keeping, “Your duty to your
Lord.” He is your Rabb, your nurturer unto perfection. You can
evolve spiritually only by being aware of your accountability to
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the One who nurtures you unto perfection. Now another
 relationship is pointed out in the words, “Who created you from
a single being.” Since all of mankind is the offspring of a single
being, the whole of humanity is bonded in the tie of universal
brotherhood. 

The Broader Concept of Universal Brotherhood

“And created its mate of the same (kind), and spread from
these two, many men and women.” These words of the Holy
Quran give us the broadest concept of universal brotherhood.
Our relationships with each other should be on the basis of un-
derstanding this concept. It is further stated, “And keep your
duty to Allah, by Whom you demand one of another (your
rights), and (to) the ties of relationship.” By guarding the ties of
arham (wombs) is meant the rights of relationships that result
from the female side. Our Holy Prophet held a very broad con-
cept of these ties of relationships. This is evident from his state-
ment to his followers: “When you go to Egypt, treat the
Egyptians kindly because our mother (Hazrat Hajira the wife of
Prophet Abraham) came from Egypt.” This is the breadth of the
teachings of the prophets. No nation can survive in the world
by being intolerant. The condition of Muslims is such, however,
that they even try to exclude Muslims from their religion.
Strangely enough, though verbally, when they declare them as
disbelievers1 their practice goes against it.

Assalaamu-Alaikum and the Funeral Prayer for the
Disbeliever

Why do they offer the salutation of assalaamu-alaikum to
them? How far is it permissible to offer assalaamu-alaikum to
the disbeliever? If it is considered a distinctive mark of a Mus-
lim, then why should it be applied to a disbeliever? Furthermore
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a command is issued that funeral prayer should not be said for
one who is not a member of the Ahmadiyya community, but the
followers disregard the wishes of their mentor2 and continue
the practice. A principle should be proclaimed only when it can
be put into practice, for otherwise it is not likely to succeed. The
Holy Quran states: “And say not to anyone who offers you salu-
tation, Thou art not a believer” (4:94). In other words, it is only
permissible to offer this salutation to a Muslim and not to a dis-
believer. Why do you consider offering them salutation as per-
missible when you do not consider them Muslims? I advise you
that numerical strength or weakness does not matter. You
should see if the principles that are being proclaimed are prac-
tical or not. What cannot be practiced should not at all be
 accepted no matter who the proponent is, for a principle that
cannot be put into practice becomes useless. 

If Muslims Become Categorized as Disbelievers, then the
Coming of the Promised Messiah Cannot be a Sign of
Mercy

This is a strange doctrine being promoted, that, with the ad-
vent of the Promised Messiah, a one year old child who is totally
innocent becomes a disbeliever as does a hundred year old man
who has followed the commandments of God throughout his
life. In fact, Muslims all over the world, whether they are in
China, Kandahar, Turkistan, remote areas of Russia, the jungles
of Africa, or the desert of Arabia where people do not even
know the name of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, all become dis-
believers and outside the pale of Islam by virtue of this doctrine.
Those appointed by God always bring the Mercy of God with
them. What kind of tribulation is this that the whole world has
been afflicted by it and has been put at a distance from the
Mercy of God? Fear God and the accountability toward your
Lord (Rabb). 
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Do Not Become Accomplices

If you deem all this to be a lie then why do you become
 accomplices in this, in deference to some individual? These
worldly relationships carry no meaning. You have to be account-
able to God one day. Being a spiritual mentor (pir) or his fol-
lower is not going to be of any benefit to you on the Day of
Judgment. Use your reasoning in matters of your religion and if
you find somebody promoting what is wrong, throw it back in
his face. Only fearing the accountability of Allah will be of some
benefit to you and no other tie in a relationship. The Holy Quran
states, “And no soul earns (evil) but against itself. Nor does a
bearer of burden (wizr) bear another’s burden” (6:164). Chris-
tians have been deceived to believe that the Messiah can bear
the burden of their sins. The Arabic word wizr indicates that he
himself is bearing the burden of his responsibilities. How can
he bear someone else’s burden? Whether it is a spiritual leader
or his follower, a king or mendicant, all are equal before God. All
will be held accountable. Therefore, “O people, keep your duty
to your Lord.” Understand your responsibilities and fear the ac-
countability of your Lord. 

The Second Sermon

A Very Important Exhortation

I have stated earlier that human effort can only work effec-
tively if exerted in a certain direction. I therefore advise you to
spend your energy toward the achievement of a higher goal. In-
dulging in useless talk and answering abuse with abuse is useless
and distracts you from your real goal. You should leave these mat-
ters aside and manifest a high moral character. This is a matter of
prime importance. You should not neglect it to the best of your
ability. I am not saying that you should not show firmness where
it is needed and is morally correct. This also needs to be done,
particularly by those who are assigned the task of answering the

                 17 — APRIL 21, 1916 — GUARANTEEING THE SURVIVAL OF A NATION            177



objections and criticism of the opponents of Islam. This should,
however, be done to the extent that it is not detrimental to good
morals. It should not be so that you waste all your time and en-
ergy in these matters, while the real task remains unaccom-
plished. If you spend all your energy on this task you will lose
your high moral ground. There was a time when there was great
controversy amongst the Christians as to whether God and man
could together be one. Great debates were held on this subject.
Today a similar effort is being made to raise a recipient of non-
prophetic revelation and follower of Holy Prophet Muhammad, to
a prophet.

In the Christian world, at the time of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad, there was one sect that combined humanity and di-
vinity into one being while the other opposed it. The famous li-
brary of Alexandria was full of discourses on this matter. It is
erroneously alleged that this library was burned down by Mus-
lims during the time of Hazrat Umar, who used its contents to
warm the baths of Alexandria for a period of six months. Galen,
a famous historian, however, confirms that this burning of the li-
brary at Alexandria occurred much before the time of Hazrat
Umar. Even if it is accepted as true, there was perhaps no better
use for these books than to use them as fuel for warming the
baths. It is moving in the wrong direction to waste one’s
strength in such useless arguments. These newspapers that are
full of such arguments may please a few followers today, but a
time will come when people will give them no more impor-
tance than paper trash. You should strive to develop your morals
and abstain from activities that affect them adversely.

The Responsibilities of a Muslim Toward a Fellow
Muslim

It must be remembered that a Muslim has certain responsibili-
ties toward other fellow Muslims. For example, offering the salu-
tation assalaamu-alaikum, visiting the sick, attending the
funeral prayer, burial of the dead body etc. The condition today
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is such that people will travel miles to attend a party but cannot
spare time to attend a funeral. Always respect the dead, in par-
ticular those related to you. If someone from amongst your
brothers passes away, be sure to attend their funeral. This is a
very important matter for all of you to follow.
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April 28, 1916

Giving of Thanks and Expression of Joy 
Upon Completion of the English Translation 

of the Holy Quran 

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

1. Say: He, Allah, is One.
2. Allah is He on Whom all depend.
3. He begets not, nor is He begotten;
4. And none is like Him. (CH.112)

1. Say: I seek refuge in the Lord of the dawn,
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2. From the evil of that which He has created,
3. And from the evil of intense darkness, when it comes,
4. And from the evil of those who cast (evil suggestions)
in firm resolutions,

5. And from the evil of the envier when he envies.
(CH.113)

1. Say: I seek refuge in the Lord of men,
2. The King of men,
3. The God of men,
4. From the evil of the whisperings of the slinking (devil),
5. Who whispers into the hearts of men,
6. From amongst the jinn and the men. (CH.114)

Maulana Muhammad Ali states after reciting the chapters 
Al-Ikhlas, Al-Falaq and Al-Nas: 

“I have recited a little from the beginning and the end of the
Holy Quran.” The Holy Quran begins: “In the name of Allah the
Beneficent the Merciful.” Toward the end, these words appear:
“Say: I seek refuge in the Lord of men.” Refuge is thus sought
with Allah in the beginning and toward the end, reminding us
that man can begin and complete a task only with Allah’s help.
Whenever you commence a task, always seek the help of Allah
and when it is completed your ultimate goal should be to seek
refuge in Him. There can be no better commentary of the Holy
Quran than the life of the Holy Prophet. The Holy Prophet says
“He seeks the protection of Allah (istighfar) seventy times dur-
ing the course of a day.”
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What is the Meaning of Seeking the Protection of Allah
(istighfar)?

The Arabic term istighfar means seeking the protection of
Allah. Man is created weak and cannot complete a task with only
his own effort or with the help of others unless he has the help
of Allah with him. Istighfar means asking for the help of Allah
the Most High. The beginning and the end of the Holy Quran
bears testimony to this, that man should begin every task in the
name of Allah the most High and his end goal should also be to
seek the protection of Allah, for no task can be accomplished
without it. 

Every individual should himself seek Allah’s help. It is not
that Allah is far away; in fact, He is very close by and whosoever
seeks refuge in Him and asks for His help receives it. Along with
this, it is also very essential to make an effort and work hard. He
will then make our exertions bear results. Similarly, the spiritual
help given by Allah the Most High is not meant only for certain
individuals. It can be bestowed upon anyone who supplicates
before Allah the Most High. Today, unlike my ordinary routine, I
have not recited a complete section of the Holy Quran. I have
chosen to recite from the beginning and the last few chapters
of the Holy Quran. 

A Day of Happiness for Me

This is because it is a day of great happiness for me today. For
many years, I have been occupied with translating the Holy
Quran into the English language. Today with the grace of Allah I
have completed it. This feeling of joy is not like that of a student
who has finished an exam and is looking forward to a few days
of respite. The reason I am so happy is that for all the time I was
occupied with this task, I wondered that life was tenuous and I
may not be given the opportunity to complete this work. There
is no doubt that with Allah there is no shortage of men. It was
His task and it would have somehow reached completion. If He
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gave somebody as insignificant as me the determination to do
this work, He could have certainly chosen someone else to do
it. It is however, a matter of great satisfaction and happiness for
a person that he completes a task that he has undertaken in his
lifetime. One frequently has the apprehension that he may not
live long enough to complete his work. People have enthusias-
tically and with keen interest, undertaken great projects in their
lives but were unable to bring them to fruition. 

An Englishman spent twelve years in Egypt to collect material
for an Arabic dictionary he had undertaken to compose. With
extreme diligence and effort, he started to write this and pro-
vided us with a lot of useful information. When he reached as
far as the letter Qaf he passed away. The book was published as
it was and remains a sad reminder in its incomplete state. Simi-
larly, if someone’s work is incomplete and he leaves this world,
it generates a lot of regret and sorrow and sometimes becomes
a source of chastisement for the individual. 

The Unparalleled Success of the Holy Prophet

Allah the most High took away the Holy Prophet from this
world at a time when he had been given exemplary success and
the work that he had started reached completion. Before his ad-
vent, the land of Arabia was steeped in darkness and ignorance
and in a state of extreme moral depravity and savageness with-
out the rule of law or a ruler. What was its condition when the
Holy Prophet left this world? Not only was he the ruler of all
Arabia, but his companions had reached a state of excellence
and honor, both in this world and the hereafter. His happiness
would have known no bounds when he received the good news
about his companions in these words of the Holy Quran: “Allah
is well pleased with them and they are well pleased with Him”
(9:100). Deceitful are those who claim that the companions of
the Holy Prophet did not fully submit to the will of Allah. Was
God’s word, and we seek His protection from saying so, false
when it gave them this certificate that they were pleased with
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Him and He was pleased with them? Is this not an attack on the
Holy Prophet? Allah the Most High ordained him to be the seal
of the prophets, but none of his companions could reach the
state of excellence called complete submission in order to verify
the truth of the finality of prophethood.

A Disrespectful Group

Remember he who says that the companions of the Holy
Prophet did not manifest complete submission is a liar. This is
derogatory to Islam, the Holy Quran and the Holy Prophet
Muhammad. A disrespectful group has, however, arisen in this
world and wants to find fault with the ones who completely
submitted, in order to make a new prophet for themselves be-
sides the Holy Prophet Muhammad. This is similar to what the
Christians did. They made a prophet into a god and in order to
do this slandered all the other prophets by calling them sinful. 

Today a group of those who exaggerate their expression of
love have followed the same path. They have declared spiritually
deficient, the companions of the Holy Prophet, those who fol-
lowed them (Tabayin) and their followers (Taba-Tabayin), the
Reformers (Muhaddaths and the Mujaddids), the saintly per-
sons (auliya-Allah) and the righteous, all of whom together
numbering in the hundreds of thousands. This is done in order
to elevate the status of a single individual1. They do not ponder
this action as derogatory to Islam, that from amongst all of its
followers who have passed away, none achieved the spiritual sta-
tus of those who submit completely to the will of Allah the Most
High. As a consequence, no one remains a Muslim (in their opin-
ion) except a few of these who follow this path of exaggeration. 

Is this the type of Islam that they will proudly present to
those who are not Muslims? The Holy Prophet was proud of his
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companions who manifested such excellent and unique exam-
ples of complete submission that were unparalleled in the world
before. These people now blame them for not submitting fully
to the will of Allah! The happiness of the Holy Prophet would
have known no bounds were he to witness his followers tread-
ing the path and fulfilling the purpose for which he had been
sent by Allah. Is there a higher bliss of paradise than this? For
the Holy Prophet, the fulfillment of the purpose for which he
had been sent by Allah the Most High was indeed the pinnacle
of heavenly delight.

Only the Holy Prophet Achieved Complete Success in
His Lifetime

There have been many prophets in the world, but none of
them succeeded in achieving complete success like the Holy
Prophet Muhammad. Even a prophet of high standing like
Moses, who liberated his followers from the tyranny of Pharaoh,
did not witness this. He did not live to see his followers rise to
the high spiritual status they had been promised. For forty years,
the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness. Moses passed
away from amongst them. Compare the condition of these
prophets with the Holy Prophet Muhammad and observe the ex-
cellence of his achievements. He achieved incomparable suc-
cess in completing the mission entrusted to him by Allah the
Most High. His success was unique for all time. At the time of
his death, the only words on his lips were: “In companionship
of the Most High, in companionship of the Most High!” His only
desire was to meet with Allah the Most High. All his other
wishes were fully filled.

It is indeed a great achievement that man completes the
work he has undertaken. I also am pleased to complete this
task. I do not say this with a spirit of arrogance that this task
was accomplished at my hands. This is an insignificant offering
to His Majesty. If He accepts this small offering, it is only through
His Grace and Mercy that He accepts it. Today Allah has allowed
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me to witness this day of happiness and contentment. It is only

with His help that I have been able to finish this task and even

now I must seek His protection.

The Wisdom Underlying Surah Al-Falaq and Al-Naas
Being at the End of the Holy Quran

These two chapters of the Holy Quran, which I have recited,

show us the path for seeking the refuge of Allah. Their place-

ment at the end of the Holy Quran indicates that the ultimate

goal of every task man undertakes is to seek refuge in God. The

first chapter is called Al-Falaq. The Arabic word Falaq means

splitting open. This is applied to the splitting open of the seed

or bringing forth of the light from darkness. The Holy Quran

states: “Say I seek refuge in the Lord of the dawn” i.e., the

 Nurturer unto perfection, who brings forth light from darkness.

Remember that this chapter belongs to the Makkan period and

the tale about sorcery related to it is said to have occurred at

Madinah. Not a single word of the Holy Quran supports this. In

fact, it goes against the Holy Quran.

The Spiritual Message of the Chapter (Surah) Al-Falaq

These two chapters, Al-Falaq and Al-Naas teach us how man

seeks the refuge of Allah in his daily tasks. The words, “I seek

refuge in the Lord of the dawn (Rabb-il-Falaq)” indicate seeking

the refuge of the Nurturer unto perfection, the One who splits

open a tiny seed making it grow into a mighty tree and brings

forth daylight from darkness to guide mankind from the dark-

ness of ignorance to the light of knowledge. “And from the evil

of intense darkness, when it comes,” intense darkness signifies

the darkness of a cloudy sky. The first requirement for a person

when he initiates a task, is that the darkness of difficulties that

shrouds the path toward its success is illuminated by the light

of Allah’s Mercy and Protection.
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The Way of Success through Difficulties

Whenever a task is initiated, the situation is such that there
are many difficulties in the way and it is hard to see the way
clearly, just as it is on a dark and cloudy night. Some of these dif-
ficulties are related to those whose behavior is characterized in
this way: “And from the evil of those who cast (evil suggestions)
in firm resolutions.” By raising doubts they attempt to undermine
the resolve of the worker. One should be aware of these at-
tempts and take preventive measures. At first it is the darkness
that is dispersed and one comes into the light of day. Now what’s
needed is a firm determination to overcome these difficulties.
This is the second stage of accomplishing the task. The third ob-
struction that the Holy Quran warns against is, “And from the evil
of the envier when he envies.” When a man meets with success
in his work, there are those who become envious of his accom-
plishment and are consumed in their envy toward that person.
It is also essential to be aware of these in order to safeguard
against them. It is necessary to traverse these three paths in order
to successfully complete any task. For a person to succeed, he
should emerge from darkness into light, overcome doubts cre-
ated by others, and safeguard against the envy of the envious. 

The Wisdom of Chapter (Surah) Al-Naas

Further caution is added on in these words of the chapter Al-
Naas,

“Say: I seek refuge in the Lord of men,
The King of men,
The God of men,
From the evil of the whisperings of the slinking 
(khannaas) (devil).” (CH. 114)

There are those difficulties that are quite obvious and it is
easy to overcome them. There are however some impediments
that arise, but their presence is unknown beforehand. It is very
hard to avoid the evil consequences of these. The Arabic word

                   18 — APRIL 28, 1916 — GIVING THANKS AND EXPRESSION OF JOY              187



(khannaas) means the one who hides his presence and is not
perceived readily. He creates apprehensions in the hearts of
men when they are successful; the way to stop these is not read-
ily apparent. To seek refuge from these apprehensions with Allah
the Most High is the lesson given by the Holy Quran. Those
causing these apprehensions can be from amongst ordinary peo-
ple or from amongst the elite as identified by the words:

“Who whispers into the hearts of men,
From amongst the jinn and the men.”

I have recited these two chapters for Allah the Most High,
through His Grace has carried me through these stages. He
 Himself dispersed all darkness and made sure that those causing
obstructions did not succeed. He is even now my refuge and
shelter.

The Need to Spend in the Way of Allah

Now that this work has been accomplished, much expendi-
ture is needed to propagate it. Some people have paid attention
to it. There are many who have not given it any thought. I am
calling upon all of you so that you can also participate in this
noble task of serving the Holy Quran. Every individual spends
on his personal needs throughout his life. If we start counting
this sum, even the poorest amongst us has perhaps spent in the
thousands. If we consider this, that we spend our money some
way or another, and determine to spend it in service of the Holy
Quran, it can be a matter of great recompense. 

In order to accomplish anything in this world we need to
provide some means for it. It is therefore essential to identify
those means. As far as my effort is concerned, I put my all into
it and now I am handing this over to you. I pray that Allah the
Most High moves and opens up your hearts for it. This needs a
lot of sacrifice, but I understand this to be insignificant in one
way. You spend large sums of money for various things every
day. This is all sacrifice but you need to broaden your horizons
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regarding this matter. There are some rights that God has over
you; try to fulfill these obligations. 

Progress Cannot be Made Without Sacrifice

You see no work can reach completion unless workers sacri-
fice enough to make it reach fruition. There was a time of afflu-
ence in Islam at which time such works were easily
accomplished. Now we need a little more effort for it. Do not give
with the intent that you may perhaps be rewarded for it in this
world. It is not right to serve your religion for the sake of some
compensation. Try to render this service as a call of duty. At this
time, Islam is in a state such that there is no one to look after it.
If a worldly task is put forward, thousands of Rupees are easily
raised for it. But no one pays attention to a religious cause. This
task is now in front of you. The complete manuscript has been
sent to the printers. In fact, I have received proofs of eight of its
chapters. Very soon we will have to worry about the expense of
publishing it. This is not the only work. There are many other
tasks that we have yet to accomplish, but handle this one first.
This is a service of your religion. In fact I should say that this is
purely the service of the Holy Quran. Show concern for it and
provide the means for it. May Allah the Most High give you the
ability to do so, Amen.
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May 5, 1916

The Rights of Orphans and Women — Specifically in
Relation to Safeguarding the Wealth of Orphans and the

Wisdom Behind the Practice of Polygamy

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“And give to the orphans their property, and substitute
not worthless (things) for (their) good (ones), and devour
not their property (adding) to your own property. This is
surely a great sin.” (4:2)

“And if you fear that you cannot do justice to orphans,
marry such women as seem good to you, two, or three,
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or four; but if you fear that you will not do justice, then
(marry) only one or that which your right hands possess.
This is more proper that you may not do injustice.” (4:3)

“And give women their dowries as a free gift. But if they
of themselves be pleased to give you a portion thereof,
consume it with enjoyment and pleasure.” (4:4)

“And make not over your property, which Allah has made
a (means of) support for you, to the weak of understand-
ing, and maintain them out of it, and clothe them and
give them a good education.” (4:5)

“And test the orphans until they reach the age of mar-
riage. Then if you find in them maturity of intellect, make
over to them their property, and consume it not extrava-
gantly and hastily against their growing up. And whoever
is rich, let him abstain, and whoever is poor let him con-
sume reasonably. And when you make over to them their
property, call witnesses in their presence. And Allah is
enough as a Reckoner.” (4:6)

                       19 — MAY 5, 1916 — THE RIGHTS OF ORPHANS AND WOMEN                 191



“For men is a share of what the parents and the near rel-
atives leave, and for women a share of what the parents
and the near relatives leave, whether it be little or much
— an appointed share.” (4:7)

“And when relatives and the orphans and the needy are
present at the division, give them out of it and speak to
them kind words.” (4:8)

“And let those fear who, should they leave behind them
weakly offspring, would fear on their account; so let
them observe their duty to Allah and let them speak right
words.” (4:9)

“Those who swallow the property of the orphans un-
justly, they swallow only fire into their bellies. And they
will burn in blazing fire.” (4:10)

Sympathy with Orphans and the Needy is the Basis of
Islam

The very foundation of Islamic teachings, as far as human
rights are concerned, is based upon compassion toward orphans
and the needy. Even before the call of prophethood, the Holy
Prophet was very benevolent toward orphans and those in
need. Whatever he had in his possession was spent on them.
This is supported by testimony given by Hazrat Khadija at the
time when the Holy Prophet received the divine call. These are
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the words with which she comforted the Holy Prophet. “Nay, by
Allah, Allah will never bring thee to grief; surely you do good to
your relatives (li tasil-r-rehm), and bear the burden of the weak,
and earn for others that which they have not got, and are hos-
pitable to guests and give help when there is real distress” (BU.
1:1). She mentioned some other things but these four show us
the character of the Holy Prophet. The Arabic phrase, “li tasil-r-
rehm,” refers to protecting the rights of those who are blood re-
lations. This includes those who are directly related and those
with whom a relationship is established through mothers and
wives. These were the ties of relationship safeguarded by the
Holy Prophet. “And you earn for him who is unable to earn for
himself, bear the burden of one who is unable to bear his own,
and help others who are in distress.” Such were the noble traits
of the Holy Prophet’s character witnessed to by Hazrat Khadija,
his wife and closest companion. 

Perfect Example of Mercy and Compassion

Hazrat Khadija spent fifteen years of married life with the Holy
Prophet before he received the Divine call. The Holy Prophet was
not wealthy. Through his marriage with Hazrat Khadija, who was
quite rich, he acquired some wealth. Where did he spend all this
wealth? He certainly did not spend it on his personal comfort;
rather he used it to help orphans, the needy, slaves, and all those
whom he came across who were facing difficulties. His profound
passion for caring and compassion for those in need was a hall-
mark of his character from his earliest years. The result of this
overwhelming compassion was the revelation of these verses that
heavily stressed the rights of orphans and the needy. 

The Greater Goal of a Muslim

Study the earlier revelations of the Holy Quran. What is the
great goal for a Muslim to strive for mentioned in these chap-
ters? It is the helping of orphans and the needy described in
these words: 
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“And pointed out to him the two conspicuous ways? But
he attempts not the uphill road; And what will make thee
comprehend what the uphill road is? (It is) to free a
slave, Or to feed in a day of hunger. An orphan nearly re-
lated.” (90:10-15)

We also find, “Nay, but you honor not the orphan, nor do you
urge one another to feed the poor.” (89:17-18)

These words of the Holy Quran describe the attitude of dis-
believers toward orphans and the poor. Practicing Islam is treat-
ing orphans with respect and exhorting one another to feed the
poor.

The Condition of Orphans in this Age

Muslims, instead of treating their orphans with dignity, have
either abandoned their care, leaving it in the hands of Christians,
or have left them wandering around in a forsaken and distressed
state. Honoring the needs of orphans was amongst the earliest
messages of Islam, but regrettably Muslims today have aban-
doned their duty toward them. In another verse, the Holy Quran
states, “Hast thou seen him who belies religion? That is the one
who is rough to the orphan and urges not the feeding of the
needy” (107:1-3). He who rejects the orphan and does not urge
the feeding of the poor is said to be belying religion or disbe-
lieving in the Day of Judgment. By his behavior, he questions
being held accountable for his actions.

The Reason for Urging Care of Orphans

Why has so much stress been laid upon empathy toward or-
phans? It is because the real progress of a nation cannot be
gauged by the progress made by a few individuals, while others
remain in poverty. Advancement of all members in society and
not a few individuals truly reflects the development of a nation.
Until all parts of the body are nurtured, it cannot be in a healthy
state. In fact, the part of the body that exhibits uninhibited
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growth in comparison with the rest becomes cancerous and
may need to be surgically excised. Thus, when all members of a
nation are not given the opportunity to make progress, the na-
tion fails to acquire a position of respect. Wealth concentrated
in the hands of a few individuals can be harmful. This is the rea-
son why Islam has, starting with the earliest revelations, stressed
the importance of taking care of orphans.

Guarding the Property of Orphans

These verses of chapter Al-Nisa, which I have recited, also
stress the rights of orphans. It is stated: “And give to the orphans
their property, and substitute not worthless (things) for (their)
good (ones).” This enjoins that you have to take care not only of
those orphans who are dependent upon you, but you also have
to look after those who may own property. In this section
specifically, those orphans who have property are mentioned.
You are enjoined not to consume their property but to return it
to them and not substitute their good things for worthless ones.
“And devour not their property (adding) to your own property.
This is surely a great sin.” The injunction does not prohibit part-
nership but what is prohibited is partnership with the intent to
consume their property. 

Polygamy and Muslims

“And if you fear that you cannot do justice to orphans,
marry such women as seem good to you, two, or three,
or four; but if you fear that you will not do justice, then
(marry) only one or that which your right hands possess.
This is more proper that you may not do injustice.” (4:3)

Muslims have spent a lot of effort on this verse of the Holy
Quran. If you observe the attitude of Muslim kings, they had sev-
eral hundred women in their harems. As a result of this excess,
those who were in a leadership position wasted their energies,
which could have been spent in service of religion and human-
ity. The whole nation suffered the adverse consequences of this
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behavior. On the other hand, before the advent of Islam there
was no limit amongst Arabs to the number of wives an individ-
ual could have. 

Why was Polygamy Allowed?

Islam has allowed polygamy, with specific terms, and only
under certain conditions. This permission was given in consid-
eration of circumstances that can be quite detrimental for the
welfare of a nation, if relief is not provided by allowing limited
polygamy. During the battle of Uhud, seventy out of a total of
seven hundred Muslims were martyred and the proportion of
women increased greatly in the society. If polygamy were not
allowed, care of the widows would have been neglected. An or-
phan is not only a child whose father has passed away. The Ara-
bic word Yatim means one who is left alone; and therefore the
term can also be applied to a woman whose husband has passed
away. 

The Holy Quran tells us that if you cannot do justice to these
women, you should marry them. The real occasion for polygamy
therefore arose as a consequence of battles after which the num-
ber of widows in the society increased. Under these circum-
stances the moral condition of the society could not have been
maintained without permitting polygamy. Nevertheless, this
does not mean that polygamy cannot be practiced in any other
situation. An individual can be faced with certain other condi-
tions in which he is compelled to practice polygamy. This is why
permission for polygamy is granted. When Islam permits some-
thing under special circumstances, the breadth of such circum-
stances can be widened with greatest care. 

Polygamy Without a Genuine Need is Unlawful

This however, does not mean that permission is granted with-
out the need being there. Those who indulge in such behavior
do not follow the Holy Quran. In fact, they follow their own low
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desires. Some religions have completely prohibited more than
one marriage. This is also incorrect. Islam does not include such
an oppressive law; but on the other hand, has legalized polygamy
under special circumstances. Sometimes under ordinary circum-
stances, the need arises to contract more than one marriage.
Islam has also given permission to have more than one wife
under such circumstances. Those who practice polygamy unnec-
essarily, merely to satisfy their carnal desires, are committing
what is unlawful. Observe that Islam has also permitted divorce,
although the Holy Prophet has said, “Out of that which is lawful,
divorce is the most displeasing to Allah.”This does not mean that
divorce is not allowed under any circumstances. This is like a
medicine only to be used when it is necessary. Similarly, accord-
ing to the Islamic Shariah, more than one marriage is not lawful
unless it is necessary. 

The Reasons for Polygamy have not been Specified

Different needs arise under different circumstances; therefore
the reasons for permitting the lawful practice of polygamy have
not been enumerated. This is similar to divorce in which the
conditions permitted are not specified. It has been left up to the
circumstances of time and conditions of a nation or country.
Today in Europe, even though they practice the same religion,
different nations have established different set of restrictions in
the matter of divorce. In the United States each state has sepa-
rate legislation dealing with divorce. Since Islam was to be an
international religion and is meant for all ages, it did not limit
the reasons under which divorce can be granted. It has left it
discretionary, depending on the condition of humanity. 

Similarly, the reasons for polygamy have not been specified or
limited, for different conditions can arise in different ages. For ex-
ample, in major wars, the number of men can be greatly reduced
because of participation in combat. In some countries, men are
naturally less in numbers than women. Sympathy for the human
race is the basis for allowing polygamy under these circumstances.
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Some of these circumstances, for example not having any children,
apply only specifically to certain individuals. 

Polygamy is a Permission and not a Command

Nowhere in the Holy Quran is it stated that you are allowed
to divorce. Just as divorce is permitted when the need arises,
similarly polygamy is permitted under exceptional circum-
stances and is not a general command. If having more than one
wife was an essential need deserving reward, the words of the
Holy Quran quoted above should have commenced with four
(rubha) instead of two (mathna), for the former would be de-
serving of greater reward. Four would then be followed by
three, two, and one, in that order.

To Make Polygamy Binding Upon all is Contrary to
Normal Conditions Existing in the World

Conditions prevailing in the world should be carefully ob-
served. They are not such that women are twice, thrice, or four
times the number of men. In fact, the ratio of men to women is
about equal. The Holy Quran does not give any command that
is contrary to the facts. Polygamy is a remedial measure for ex-
ceptional circumstances and is a mere permission, not a com-
mand. This is clearly expressed by the words that follow: “But if
you fear that you will not do justice, then (marry) only one or
that which your right hands possess. This is more proper that
you may not do injustice.” (4:3) Islam has given this permission
only subject to certain conditions, without which it is unlawful.

The Real Purpose of Polygamy

The real intent in allowing polygamy under exceptional cir-
cumstances has been expressed in the words of the Holy Quran:
“This is more proper that you may not do injustice (al la ta‘dil—u).”
The real purpose is for a man to improve his moral condition. If
having more than one wife leads to deterioration of the moral
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condition, then monogamy is the preferred course. Imam Shafi
has taken the Arabic word “ta‘dil—u” to mean increasing the num-
ber of children. The verse would then mean that if you do not
have the resources and you keep on having more children
through multiple marriages, then the purpose of permitting
polygamy is defeated.

Payment of Marriage Dowry is Essential

“And give women their dowries as a free gift (nihlah).
But if they of themselves be pleased to give you a portion
thereof, consume it with enjoyment and pleasure.” (4:4)

It has become customary these days to fix the amount of
dowry without the intention of paying it. It is not permissible
to promise exorbitant amounts of dowry without paying. Even
the verse that allows a large amount of dowry to be given states: 

“And if you wish to have (one) wife in the place of an-
other and you have given one of them a heap of gold,
take nothing from it. Would you take it by slandering
(her) and (doing her) manifest wrong?” (4:20)

This verse clearly indicates that even a heap of gold, when
promised, is to be given; and this is a free gift (nihlah) without
expecting any return on the part of the husband. 

The Moral Lesson in the Giving of Dowry

Life evolves with the establishment of social relationships.
Many lessons need to be learned in this respect. The first lesson
taught for this purpose is to make a sacrifice, so that one is ready
to spend for even higher causes. If spending for the sake of a
spouse is advised, why is it not necessary to spend on even
higher causes? Islam aims at progressive strengthening of your
moral faculties. By mandating sacrifice for your wives in the
form of a marriage dowry, the intent of the Holy Quran is to in-
dicate the priority that needs to be given to spending in the way
of Allah who is above all the rulers of the world.
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Property not to be Entrusted to the Weak of
Understanding

“And make not over your property, which Allah has made
a (means of) support for you, to the weak of understand-
ing (sofah ), and maintain them out of it (f h ), and
clothe them and give them a good education.” (4:5)

The Arabic word sofah means those who are weak in un-
derstanding — those who cannot properly safeguard their prop-
erty. The Holy Quran tells us not to assign property to those
who do not understand its proper use. Property has been as-
signed to us by Allah the Most High as a means of sustenance. If
you give it to the weak of understanding they will destroy it. Re-
garding children, or those, who because of physical or mental
handicaps, are not capable of maintaining their property, the
command is not to turn over property to them. Maintain them
out of it, and clothe them and give them a good education. The
Arabic word f h indicates that they should be maintained out
of this property. It may be used for trade etc. And those to
whom the property belongs should be maintained out of its
earnings in order to keep the capital from going to waste. 

Teach Orphans to Safeguard their Property

“And give them a good education.” Giving them a good edu-
cation enables them to become capable of handling their fi-
nances and spending wisely. The real intent is to turn over the
property of the orphan to his custody so that he can benefit
from it. That is why it is stated, “And test the orphans until they
reach the age of marriage.” Imam Abu Hanifa has set the age of
marriage, or maturity, at eighteen. In the language of the Arabs,
the age of marriage is synonymous with the age of maturity. That
is the reason why it is stated that when they reach the age of
marriage, “Then if you find in them maturity of intellect, make
over to them their property.” 

The guardian of an orphan may resort to wasteful spending
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under the apprehension that his ward will take over the prop-
erty as soon as they reach maturity. To prevent such wasteful
spending it is further added:

“And consume it not extravagantly and hastily against
their growing up. And whoever is rich, let him abstain,
and whoever is poor let him consume reasonably. And
when you make over to them their property, call wit-
nesses in their presence. And Allah is enough as a Reck-
oner.” (4:6)

Law of Inheritance in Islam is Inclusive of Both Men and
Women

“For men is a share of what the parents and the near rel-
atives leave, and for women a share of what the parents
and the near relatives leave, whether it be little or much
— an appointed share.” (4:7)

The Holy Quran apportions both men and women a share in
the inheritance while the Arabs traditionally excluded women
from inheriting property. Proverbially, only he who was able to
use a spear could inherit property. Islam put an end to this prac-
tice. The Holy Quran condemns this custom and states that both
men and women are entitled to a fixed portion of the inheri-
tance whether it is a small or a large amount.

“And let those fear who, should they leave behind them
weakly offspring, would fear on their account; so let them ob-
serve their duty to Allah” (4:9). These words of the Holy Quran
tell us to treat orphans and needy mercifully for one could die
and similarly leave behind small children who are in a pitiful
state.

“And let them speak right words” (4:10). Speaking the right
words refers to advising them gently that it was inappropriate
to resort to beggary. Those who are in possession of the prop-
erty of orphans should, however, not let them go empty handed
but rather give them sufficient to meet their needs.
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Penalty for Illegally Consuming the Property of the
Orphan

The admonition against illegal consumption of the orphan’s
property is repeated again with the warning: “Those who swal-
low the property of orphans unjustly, they swallow only fire into
their bellies. And they will burn in blazing fire” (4:10)

The Second Sermon

Special Address to the Women, 
Encouragement to Pay Zakaat

Some women, because of lack of religious knowledge, are un-
aware of the etiquette of the Friday sermon. One of these re-
quirements is to be quiet while the sermon is being delivered.
Sometimes, because of children crying, they are unable to hear.
I therefore want to specially remind them that Allah the Most
High has frequently made us aware of safeguarding the rights of
orphans. The orphan, is that extremely helpless individual, who
has no one to look after his interests. There is a special message
for us in this. Observe that this chapter (Al-Nisa) begins with
the words, “O people, keep your duty to your Lord.”This was fol-
lowed by the injunction to safeguard the property of the or-
phan. This means that you are commanded to safeguard the
rights of the weakest members of society. It should serve as a
reminder of how essential it is to fulfill our rights and obliga-
tions toward the Almighty who is the All Seeing, Hearing. This is
something that we need to heed.

Safeguard also the Rights of Allah

For this reason, I want to draw the attention of all men and
women toward this important matter. The Holy Quran has not
appointed any specific month for giving obligatory charity
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 (Zakaat). People generally have fixed the month of Rajab (Is-
lamic calendar) to pay their Zakaat dues. I am therefore draw-
ing your attention to this: that God also has some rights. Allah
the Most High has kept the commandment of Zakaat along
with the commandments for prayer. This is specifically God’s
right, which you consume. God states in the Holy Quran: 

“And those who hoard up gold and silver and spend it
not in Allah’s way — announce to them a painful chas-
tisement, On the day when it will be heated in the Fire
of hell, then their foreheads and their sides and their
backs will be branded with it: This is what you hoarded
up for yourselves, so taste what you used to hoard” (9:34-35). 

Precepts of Zakaat

Zakaat is due from the accumulated wealth of men and
women at a rate of two and a half percent. It should be collected
in a central treasury. It is inappropriate to spend it according to
one’s wishes. There are different categories of spending for Za-
kaat; therefore, it should be collected in one location before
being disbursed into various categories. Muslims are generally
very giving for charitable purposes, but if this charity is employed
for a permissible expenditure, it can serve a very useful purpose.
It is very essential to pay attention to the rights of God. Life is a
temporary affair. No one takes away any portion of his wealth
with him. Just as we come into this world empty handed, we
leave it without any possessions. Wealth keeps on changing
hands. Today it may be in the hands of one individual while to-
morrow someone else will have it. Those who do not care for the
rights of God and have a greater love for wealth, also have to part
with it in the end. The love of God cannot enter the heart imbued
with the love of wealth. Islam has therefore set some principles
for spending in the way of Allah and from amongst them Zakaat
has been made compulsory. Those who cannot pay this because
they have a greater love in their hearts for wealth than for the love
of Allah are acting against Islamic principles. 
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The Real Purpose for the Coming of Prophets

The purpose of a prophet’s coming is to create love of the
true God in the hearts of men while turning them away from
the love of wealth and the temporary material comforts of this
world. This is why prophets do not like to leave behind any
wealth as inheritance. At the time of his death, the Holy Prophet
gave away in charity the last dirham (penny) left in his house.
Everyone cannot go to this extent; therefore ordinary people
have been given some specific facilitations in this matter. I have
conveyed the message to you and have relieved myself of my
duty in this matter. Those who are willing to listen need to pay
attention. I have conveyed to you that you should be fearful of
God and fulfill His rights without delay. Every individual after
his death will be held accountable for his own deeds. If some-
one consumes the rights of God and leaves behind thousands of
rupees in inheritance, his inheritors will not be held account-
able on his behalf. Every man and woman should therefore un-
derstand their responsibilities and fulfill them. Try to lead
exemplary lives. Become familiar with your responsibilities in
this matter and act upon them. Also, explain this to others and
serve as a practical example.
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May 12, 1916

Islamic Law of Inheritance is Based Upon Principles of
Human Equality and Social Justice

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“Allah enjoins you concerning your children: for the male
is the equal of the portion of two females; but if there be
more than two females, two-thirds of what the deceased
leaves is theirs; and if there be one, for her is the half.
And as for his parents, for each of them is the sixth of
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what he leaves, if he has a child; but if he has no child
and (only) his two parents inherit him, for his mother is
the third; but if he has brothers, for his mother is the
sixth, after (payment of) a bequest he may have be-
queathed or a debt. Your parents and your children, you
know not which of them is the nearer to you in benefit.
This is an ordinance from Allah. Allah is surely ever
Knowing, Wise.” (4:11)

“And yours is half of what your wives leave if they have
no child; but if they have a child, your share is a fourth of
what they leave after (payment of) any bequest they may
have bequeathed or a debt; and theirs is the fourth of
what you leave if you have no child, but if you have a
child, their share is the eighth of what you leave after
(payment of) a bequest you may have bequeathed or a
debt. And if a man or a woman, having no children, leaves
property to be inherited and he (or she) has a brother or
a sister, then for each of them is the sixth; but if they are
more than that, they shall be sharers in the third after
(payment of) a bequest that may have been bequeathed
or a debt not injuring (others). This is an ordinance from
Allah: and Allah is Knowing, Forbearing.” (4:12)
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“These are Allah’s limits. And whoever obeys Allah and
His Messenger, He will admit him to Gardens wherein
flow rivers, to abide in them. And this is the great
achievement.” (4:13)

“And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger and
goes beyond His limits, He will make him enter fire to
abide in it, and for him is an abasing chastisement.” (4:14)

The Holy Quran is a Complete Collection of Laws

The Holy Quran is a complete and comprehensive guide for
all of mankind. It provides guidance in all matters with which
they have to deal. This includes marital relations, inheritance, so-
cial relations, war etc. 

The Comprehensiveness of the Holy Quran Bears
Witness to its Divine Origin

Think about this: Arabian society at the advent of the Holy
Prophet had no repository or tradition of knowledge. He himself
did not know how to read or write. What was the source that
put all these thoughts in his mind and gave him the understand-
ing and direction to gather all these laws in one comprehensive
book and present it to the world? There were no laws in Arabia
at the time, and certainly no tradition existed to put them in
writing. Nor was there any familiarity with laws that existed in
other countries. The Holy Prophet could not read and even if he
did, where in the world could he find such a comprehensive
book that had a collection of all these laws? Nowhere in the
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world does such a unique and comprehensive work exist —
even today. There may be books directed toward specific sub-
jects, but the Holy Quran is unique in amassing all the laws and
at the same time giving guidance regarding their implementa-
tion. It gives guidance in all matters related to the Creator, while
at the same time, discusses in detail and gives guidance on mat-
ters relating to human relationships and interaction. This was
certainly not the undertaking of the Holy Prophet Muhammad
— to have compiled such a comprehensive book. It is the work
of the God who is the Creator of mankind and is aware of all his
needs and knows well the sources and means that are necessary
for his development. 

The Problem of Inheritance and the Revolutionary
Changes Brought about by Islam

These verses discuss the making of a will regarding one’s chil-
dren. All the shares to be inherited by individuals in the prop-
erty of a person have been identified. In Arabia, there existed
the tradition that the right of inheritance belonged only to indi-
viduals who were wage earners and could use the spear. Small
children and women who, at that time, stayed in the house, were
excluded from inheriting property. It also happened that the eld-
est son inherited all the property while the other children were
left out. The Holy Prophet Muhammad brought about a revolu-
tionary change amongst them. All near relatives, which included
parents, spouses, male and female offspring, were apportioned
a share in the inheritance. 

Reply to an Objection

The argument has arisen that Islam is mandating division of
inherited property, which has led to its dismemberment into
smaller pieces, thereby reducing its utility. This has been debated
widely. It is argued that if one person inherited all the property
it could better served him. The first thing to remember in this
regard, is that the laws of inheritance promulgated by Islam have
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the principle of equality of the human race as their basis. All
near relatives are given consideration in this matter, whether
they are males or females. The only difference between the two
is that the male relative gets twice the amount of inheritance as
the female. Amongst the Arabs, prior to Islam, women were
given no share at all. In fact, Islam is the only religion that has
mandated this entitlement for women. Men have been given
twice the share because they are the wage earners in most cir-
cumstances. Women have been apportioned half the share be-
cause they are not usually the wage earners and are more
frequently dependent upon men for their support. They have
both been, however, included in this inheritance.

The question still arises whether it is beneficial to keep the
property as a whole or divide it into smaller pieces, the smaller
pieces thereby being rendered less useful. Islam has, however,
taught us that all humans are endowed with similar faculties.
Every individual can put his faculties to use and does not have
to be dependent upon the earnings of another. This is the great-
est distinction of the religion of Islam — that it has heavily
stressed the principle of the equality within the human race. If
a certain individual uses his faculties and works hard to build up
property, why is it then, that those who inherit a portion of his
property must be totally dependent upon what they receive?
They can likewise make an effort and make the property more
productive.

We frequently observe people advancing from a state of
poverty to affluence by making full use of their faculties. Simi-
larly, a rich person can become greatly impoverished due to a
lack of effort. The truth is that Allah the Most High has endowed
us with strengths and faculties. Man benefits from the proper
use of these endowments. There also are states of dependency.
A person, who is limited in the use of his faculties, becomes de-
pendent on others to the extent of his limitations. For example,
a child is dependent upon his parents until he reaches maturity. 
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Islamic Way of Life and the Law of Nature

The truth is that Allah the Most High, who is the Creator of
all, has created such means through His beneficence and has
endowed man with strengths and faculties that together they
can provide a means for his living. Allah tells us that he has
made the sun, the moon, and the earth subservient to us. Since
these forces of nature have been made subservient to man, he
can benefit from them whenever he wants to do so. He should
strive to use these faculties and not expect return without mak-
ing an effort. The law of inheritance in Islam is not based upon
the circumstance that if someone has not been endowed with
these faculties he should be given all of the inheritance. To
make the best use of inheritance, it has also been apportioned
amongst near relatives so that one individual does not become
totally dependent upon it. He is encouraged to use his faculties
and earn for himself. By using their faculties, they can all bene-
fit from it and simultaneously use their own effort to make fur-
ther gains.

A Spiritual Lesson

This division also holds a spiritual lesson for us. Just as we
have been given the encouragement, through this division of
property, to use our faculties and earn a living with our own ef-
fort, similarly in order to get closer to God, we should exert our
own spiritual faculties and not rely upon others for our spiritual
growth and progress. Just as He has not made us physically de-
pendent upon others, Allah has not appointed mentors and
priests over us and made them responsible for our spiritual de-
velopment. The Holy Quran states: “We have truly shown him
the way; he may be thankful or unthankful” (76:3). By using his
faculties, man becomes deserving of reward, while neglect and
refusal to accept guidance make him subject to punitive meas-
ures.
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In Islam Spiritual Mentors are not Responsible for our
Salvation

Just as we can benefit from using our physical faculties, we
can also use our spiritual endowments to make progress. Allah
has appointed the same type of law for both. In many religions,
you will see that on special occasions they cannot do without
the presence of a priest or a pundit. For example, in Christianity
if a padre is not there at the time of death to give baptism, sal-
vation is not possible. 

For a Muslim, salvation is dependent upon one’s individual ef-
fort and not upon baptism by a priest. There is an Imam ap-
pointed to lead prayers, but if the need arises, there is no harm
in allowing others to lead prayers. It is not the case that without
the appointed Imam there would be no prayer service.

The Reason Why Prophets are Sent 

From my discussion, it should not be inferred that I do not
believe in prophets. Prophets come to guide in the ways of Allah
the Most High. Man, by his very nature, is in need of a role model
to follow. In order to even use our physical faculties, we need
an example before us. There exists a similar need for guidance
of our spiritual faculties in the right direction and when the
messenger clearly identifies the path toward God, it becomes
our duty to follow it. Prophets and messengers are sent so that
they can explain and guide humanity in the ways that invoke
Allah’s pleasure.

In short, Islam has set laws based upon equality of the human
race and democratic principles. Both physical, and spiritual
laws, follow the same pattern. Laws of inheritance encourage di-
vision of property amongst near relatives so that individuals can
learn to use their faculties and benefit from the inheritance ap-
portioned to them. They are thus given the opportunity to make
more out of less. A person who cannot benefit from limited re-
sources is liable to waste it if he is given more. 
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Laws of Inheritance and Local Customs

That is why Islam has apportioned shares for both men and
women in the inheritance. Here (in British India) there are cus-
toms and traditions that people choose to follow and this is
much in vogue in the villages. Based on these traditions and cus-
toms, they refuse to give shares to daughters. The government
prefers that people follow the laws that they choose for them-
selves. When Muslims were asked whether they want to follow
the law of the Quran or their local customs, they gave prefer-
ence to their local traditions. These are the difficulties that Mus-
lims face as a consequence of being fettered in their traditional
customs. It is a great inequity that almost half of the human race
has had its rights usurped as a result of this behavior. People
think that by giving inheritance to women, their property goes
to those outside the family. They do not realize that if a share
goes outside, it also comes in when marriage ties are established
outside the family. In the end, a balance is established; but they
refuse to pay attention to the Holy Quran.

A Point to Ponder in the Use of Arabic Words Pertaining
to the Laws of Inheritance

Wherever inheritance is mentioned in the Holy Quran, the
Arabic words, mima tarak, meaning what they leave behind, are
used. For what they carry forward the words, mima kasab,
meaning what they earn, are used. Usually every individual
leaves behind something that is distributed amongst his children. 

Prophets do not Leave Behind Inheritance

People ask the question why prophets do not have inheri-
tance and why it should not be distributed according to the laws
laid down in these verses. Prophets do not come into this world
with the objective of accumulating and leaving behind wealth
when they pass away. It goes against the sanctity of their mission
to leave behind anything. They do not leave behind anything
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that they do not carry forward with them. They do not have a
liking for things that are left behind as inheritance. This is the
reason for the Holy Prophet’s statement, “We who belong to the
group of prophets, do not inherit or leave behind inheritance.”
When Hazrat Fatima presented her case before Hazrat Abu Bakr
regarding some property belonging to the Holy Prophet, he
quoted the very same words of the Holy Prophet, “We who be-
long to the group of prophets, do not inherit or leave behind in-
heritance.” All the companions including Hazrat Ali remained
silent at that moment and the case was dismissed. 

The truth is that leaving behind inheritance is contrary to the
dignity of prophethood. At the time of his death, the Holy
Prophet specifically asked if there was anything left in the
house. He called for the last penny left in the house and gave it
away in charity. Hazrat Abu Bakr made a decision based upon a
well known saying of the Holy Prophet and no one at the time
questioned his judgment. It would have been quite appropriate
to challenge his decision if there was any proof contrary to the
saying of the Holy Prophet. This did not happen and all re-
mained silent. People say that when the Holy Quran states,
“Allah enjoins you concerning your children,” how, they ask,
could the Holy Prophet go against this verse? They do not real-
ize that this verse is meant for those who leave behind some-
thing. As prophets do not leave any inheritance behind, this
verse does not apply to them.

The Companions would not have Remained Silent in
Order to Support an Erroneous Decision

A consensus of opinion (ijmah) of the companions supports
the authenticity of this hadith. None from amongst the compan-
ions spoke against it. Unlike Muslims today, the companions of
the Holy Prophet did not consider Hazrat Abu Bakr such a spiri-
tual mentor, before whom they were afraid to express their opin-
ion. Even the lowest in rank amongst them was not afraid to
speak his mind when he felt an incorrect statement was made.
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Observe the example of Hazrat Umar. The governors of
provinces under his administration felt that Umar had one hand
on their upper and the other hand on their lower jaw. They
were afraid that if they showed the least discordance with the
rules, he would take stern actions against them. People were,
however, not afraid to challenge his opinion if they felt it went
against the precepts of the faith. 

During the Caliphate of Hazrat Umar, Muslims had become
quite affluent and were giving large amounts in dowries. Hazrat
Umar, who led a very simple life, noticed this, gathered together
the people of Madinah, and gave a sermon advising restraint in
spending on dowries. An old woman of Madinah stood up and
addressed him thus, “O Son of Khattab, who are you to set limits
on the dowry when the Quran states: ‘and you have given one
of them a heap of gold, take nothing from it’” (4:20). Hazrat
Umar, realizing his error, immediately recanted his opinion and
remarked, “The women of Madinah are wiser than Umar.” The
companions were thus very outspoken, and not afraid to express
their opinion if they even noticed the slightest hint of error.
They were not like people today who act as if they cannot
speak and like dumb animals follow any direction in which they
are led. They were not afraid to challenge the greatest of men
regarding religious precepts. The silence of all the companions
when Hazrat Abu Bakr gave judgment in the case of Hazrat
 Fatima indicates that they all supported his opinion. 

To Abandon the Consensus of Opinion of the
Companions is an Insult to their Integrity

The most revered amongst Muslim ummah, the companions
of the Holy Prophet, have reached a consensus of opinion that
prophets neither take nor give inheritance. Abandoning their
consensus is an insult upon their integrity and akin to calling
them (we seek Allah’s refuge) liars. If the Holy Prophet had not
made the statement that Hazrat Abu Bakr quoted, then why did
the companions not say that he was wrong? Why did Ali not
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challenge and why did Fatima not oppose it? The fact that all of
them accepted it proves that they considered this hadith to be
correct. They should have otherwise contradicted it. A lie can-
not be attributed to the companions of the Holy Prophet. Any
hadith that is traced to a companion of the Holy Prophet has not
been called false, particularly one whose authenticity is sup-
ported by their consensus of opinion.

What is the Inheritance of the Prophets?

The wealth of this world is left behind. The Prophets (peace
be upon them) do not leave it behind but take it with them.
They spend all they have in the way of Allah and thus prepare
for the life hereafter. They do not leave it behind as inheritance.
The knowledge that they receive from God certainly stays be-
hind but even that is not meant for here and goes with them in
the form of their practice and example. Only those who benefit
from it, inherit their knowledge. Their spiritual sons are thus
their inheritors.

The Duty of Making a Bequest

In this section, portions have been fixed for sons, daughters,
sisters, and brothers. I do not want to go into the details of this.
I do however want to draw your attention toward an important
matter. It has been stated: “You leave after (payment of) a be-
quest you may have bequeathed.” This shows that for those who
leave behind wealth, Islam also requires the making of bequests
as necessary. This is clearly supported by another verse of the
Holy Quran.

“It is prescribed for you when death approaches one of
you, if he leaves behind wealth for parents and near rela-
tives, to make a bequest in a kindly manner, it is incum-
bent upon the dutiful.” (2:180)

The example of the companions of the Holy Prophet also
supports the making of bequests. Almost every companion
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made bequests out of whatever wealth he had in his possession.
It is also important that you make some amount of bequest from
your possessions. What were these bequests made for? From a
study of the history of the companions of the Holy Prophet, we
find these bequests were made in the way of Allah, for the up-
keep of orphans, the needy, and for the propagation of Islam.
They would separate a portion from their wealth for this pur-
pose that was not considered as part of their inheritance.

What Should be the Amount of Bequest?

An incident is narrated about a companion of the Holy
Prophet who was sick. The Holy Prophet visited him to inquire
about his health. He related to the Holy Prophet that he had a
significant amount of wealth and only one daughter. Should he
make a bequest to give all of it away? The Holy Prophet said,
“No.” “Should it be two thirds,” he asked? To this, the Holy
Prophet again said, “No.” He then asked for half and the Holy
Prophet advised him to make a bequest of one third of his hold-
ings. The Holy Prophet also said that it was better that he make
a bequest of one third and it was better that he leave his inheri-
tors well taken care of rather than in a state of dependence. This
is the path of moderation that Islam prescribes for its adherents! 

Take Some of Your Assets with You

Those of you who own property and have abundance of
wealth should make a bequest for the service of your religion
besides leaving it for your inheritors. What you leave behind for
your inheritors stays here and will not go with you in the here-
after. Your bequest to Islam is what you take with you for the
heareafter when you leave this world. What you leave behind
may not necessarily remain preserved.We are witness to the fact
that people left behind large amounts of properties that were
needlessly wasted by those who inherited them. You have no
knowledge of what will happen to your properties when you
pass away. 
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Follow the Path of Contentment Rather Than Regret 

If an individual, who leaves behind substantial holdings when
he dies, were to find out how they were wasted, he would cer-
tainly have a feeling of great regret. In view of this uncertainty,
would he not prefer to take a small portion with him so that it
may be of some benefit to him in the life hereafter? His hope is
that the inheritance he leaves behind will benefit his children
and they live comfortable lives. The reality on the ground is con-
trary to this. We have observed large holdings wasted by those
who inherit them.

Nothing Goes to Waste with Allah

Allah the Most High states: “What is with you passes away
and what is with Allah is enduring” (16:96).

So give something while you are alive and make bequests so
that they serve to propagate Islam. In this way, it won’t be what
you leave behind (mima tarak) but what you earn (mima
kasab) and take with you.

The Chastisement for Disobeying the Laws of
Inheritance

The Holy Quran states: 
“And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger and
goes beyond His limits, He will make him enter fire to
abide in it, and for him is an abasing chastisement.” (4:14)

Those who prefer customs over the commandments of the
Holy Quran should be fearful of this message. Why should the
Quran and God be concerned whether women get their share
or not and warn of abasing chastisement to those who disobey?
It is to your benefit that men and women have equal rights and
equal opportunities to make progress. Daughters are deprived
of their right to inheritance with the excuse of substantial spend-
ing in arranging their marriages although such expenditures are
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common for the son’s marriage also. The shares of both sons and
daughters in the inheritance should therefore be safeguarded.
The rights to good education and teaching of excellent morals
to daughters should also be recognized.

The Holy Prophet woke up one night and remarked, “How
many evils descended upon the earth on this night?” “Wake up!
Those ones residing in the apartments (reference to his wives).
Any who are covered in this world will be exposed in the here-
after.” 

Much attention is given these days to material comfort but
no one worries about adornment and serenity of the spirit.
Much attention is paid to the external adornment of daughters,
but little effort is put into nurturing inner qualities of goodness
in them. The daughters cannot be blamed for this, for much of
the blame lies with parents. It is the duty of parents to make
their children so capable that they are not held responsible for
them. Provide them with such garments that they are not the
ones exposed in the hereafter and have a place of honor and
covering. Those who desire to seek the pleasure of Allah should
study the Holy Quran and encourage others to do so. In this
way, they can avoid being held responsible for providing cover
for their daughters in this world but being negligent in exposing
them in the hereafter.
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May 26, 1916

Forbidden Marital Ties, Duty of Getting Married and
Prohibition of Extramarital Affairs

Ibear witness that none deserves to be served besides Allahand I bear witness that Muhammad is the servant and
 messenger of Allah.

After this, I seek the protection of Allah from the accursed
devil. 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.

“Forbidden to you are your mothers, and your daughters,
and your sisters, and your paternal aunts, and your mater-
nal aunts, and brother’s daughters and sister’s daughters,
and your mothers that have suckled you, and your foster-
sisters, and mothers of your wives, and your stepdaugh-
ters who are in your guardianship (born) of your wives
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to whom you have gone in — but if you have not gone
in to them, there is no blame on you — and the wives of
your sons who are of your own loins; and that you
should have two sisters together, except what has already
passed. Surely Allah is ever Forgiving, Merciful,” (4:23)

“And all married women except those whom your right
hands possess (are forbidden); (this is) Allah’s ordinance
to you. And lawful for you are (all women) besides those,
provided that you seek (them) with your property, taking
(them) in marriage, not committing fornication. Then as
to those whom you profit by (by marrying), give them
their dowries as appointed. And there is no blame on you
about what you mutually agree after what is appointed
(of dowry). Surely Allah is ever Knowing, Wise.” (4:24)

“And whoever among you cannot afford to marry free be-
lieving women, (let him marry) such of your believing
maidens as your right hands possess. And Allah knows
best your faith — you are (sprung) the one from the
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other. So marry them with the permission of their mas-
ters, and give them their dowries justly, they being
chaste, not fornicating, nor receiving paramours; then if
they are guilty of adultery when they are taken in mar-
riage, they shall suffer half the punishment for free mar-
ried women. This is for him among you who fears falling
into evil. And that you abstain is better for you. And Allah
is Forgiving, Merciful.” (4:25)

The precepts pertaining to marriage have been completed in
this section by indicating those with whom marriage is prohib-
ited. This includes relatives from the mother’s side or otherwise,
with whom marital relations are prohibited. The Holy Quran ad-
dresses a wide variety of commandments and prohibitions. It
sheds light upon every precept as far as the need exists. The
Holy Quran does not just give moral guidance. It aims for the
believer not to be isolated from the affairs of the world but
wants to educate and guide him to the maximum use of his fac-
ulties in accordance with needs and circumstance. The Holy
Quran has laid special stress upon marriage. A hadith quotes the
Holy Prophet thus: “Marriage is my sunnah, whosoever abstains
from my sunnah is not of me.” The Holy Quran also states:

“And marry those among you who are single, and those
who are fit among your male slaves and your female
slaves…” (24:32)

It also gives guidance for specific situations; for example, for
when someone cannot afford to get married although the gen-
eral law is that marriage is essential. Without the institution of
marriage, the human race would cease to exist. This institution
therefore exists in the laws of every nation. Whether a nation
 follows the law of God or its own, there have to be legal guide-
lines regarding marriage. If such laws do not exist in the re-
vealed scripture of a nation, they have to be enacted. It is a great
beneficence of Allah that He has given all these precepts for
Muslims where needed. The Holy Quran has also shed light on
the precepts found amongst other religions. These nations have
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had to legislate in this matter. Manmade laws, however, cannot
be at par with guidance given by God. This is the reason why
they become progressively more complicated and need frequent
overhauls. Even religions that lack direction in this matter have
enacted laws to serve this purpose.

Arab’s have Received these Laws as a Munificence of
Allah the Most High

Different laws about various relationships are thus recorded
in the Book of Allah. There are laws about the relationship with
God, with near relatives, and those that encompass interactions
with outsiders. Laws regarding interactions with the governing
authority have also been laid out. An attempt has thus been
made to give complete and comprehensive guidance to
mankind. This was done amongst a people who had no concept
of legislation. It could not have, therefore, been the work of an
Arab native. It was the work of the All Knowing and Aware God
who is cognizant of future needs and the condition of humanity.
The Holy Prophet Muhammad had no knowledge of conditions
that would arise in the future. Even at that time, followers of
Islam were not at peace and a state of fear had not yet dispersed
from amongst them. Warfare was a daily occurrence. The recent
battle of Uhud had inflicted heavy losses upon the Muslims and
they had to face an even greater conflict in the Battle of the Al-
lies (ahzaab). The enemy this time attacked with a force of ten
thousand. The Jews of Madinah were flaming the conflict from
inside while this strong force was arrayed on the outskirts of the
city. The Holy Prophet commanded a trench to be dug around
Madinah to prevent the enemy assault from entering the city.
Under such circumstances, and at such a critical juncture for the
Muslims, we observe that the teachings of Islam are simultane-
ously geared toward the establishment of a peaceful society. Fac-
ing similar circumstances, many a great nation have been known
to put aside their legislative activity. Even if a special law is
needed, it is put off until the cessation of hostilities. Seldom are
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laws being enacted for the post war period as was true in the
case of the Muslims. 

Women of Arabia could not have even Imagined the
Rights Given to them by the Holy Quran

As far as the rights of women are concerned, in Arabia at the
time, there was no one to raise a voice for any such legislation.
Women themselves were unaware of their role in society. How
could they have demanded their rights? They could in fact not
even imagine that they had rights. When their self esteem was
so low, how could they consider themselves to be deserving of
certain rights or demand that they be given? These laws were
not enacted upon some demand in the society. All laws given in
the Holy Quran are given to us because the attributes of Allah
the Most High make it mandatory that such legislation be dis-
pensed. There is no other force or movement behind the estab-
lishment of such laws. Study the laws of marriage in Islam. You
will find them related to Allah’s attributes. A similar relationship
exists in laws pertaining to trade, social and civil matters. They
are all related to the attributes of Allah the Most High, which
mandate their enactment. 

It is a different matter that Muslims have not benefitted from
such legislation. There are many commandments in the Quran
that elicit a severe response from Muslim society. If transgressed,
religious edicts are issued against the perpetrators and they are
socially isolated. There are, however, other laws of the Holy
Quran that are publicly violated and nobody seems to care. The
Holy Quran tells us to give women a share in inheritance, but
no one questions those who break this law.Why is there such a
discrepancy in the response to violation of commandments?
Some are strictly responded to, while others are totally ignored.
Why is there such a difference when all the commandments are
from Allah and are the basis of our salvation? Such discrimina-
tion is not permissible. Intentional violation of one or many laws
is liable to severe chastisement. Unintentional violation due to

                     21 — MAY 26, 1916 — MARRIAGE: FORBIDDEN, DUTY, AFFAIRS                223



unawareness or error, is a different matter. Accountability is
 nevertheless required for all commandments of God. 

Read the Holy Quran and Think About it

People have given up meditating upon the Holy Quran. There
are few who regard such contemplation as being meaningful.
They assume the Holy Quran contains a few moral precepts,
such as forbidding stealing, lying, cheating and other such des-
picable actions, or that it has teachings regarding prayer, fasting,
pilgrimage, etc. Anybody who has not studied the Holy Quran
thinks this is what should be in the Holy Quran. It is not enough
to know this. If you want to know all the commandments and
prohibitions in the Holy Quran, you need to read the whole text.
Meditating upon the word of the Holy Quran makes one aware
of knowledge that is very beneficial. Currently we come across
many educated people who have no knowledge of the Holy
Quran. If they come across any matter related to government,
they immediately try to become familiar with the laws pertain-
ing to it. For example, people who have had to face multiple
legal actions remember different laws with such clarity that their
memory is sometimes better than that of actual legal practition-
ers. They can immediately tell you where such and such a law
or governmental order may be applicable. 

There is, however, a dearth of knowledge regarding proper
application of the injunctions of the Holy Quran. Most people
are totally ignorant of the Holy Quran and consider it very diffi-
cult to acquire this knowledge. Your jamaat (organization) has
a distinction above others in this matter, but if you do not study
the Holy Quran, you are no different from the rest. Believing in
some person is not going to be of any benefit to you unless you
practice the teachings of the Holy Quran as he has directed you.
Remember that just acknowledging someone as a great spiritual
leader has not helped anyone. Those who think so should well
understand that Islam does not condone such a principle of
atonement of sins.
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Faith without Practice is Rejected

If mere acceptance of someone in this manner were suffi-
cient, then no one is more deserving of this than the Holy
Prophet Muhammad. By merely declaring belief in him, one
could absolve oneself of all the practice and the rigors accom-
panying this declaration. However, The Holy Quran repeatedly
reminds us: “those who believe and do good deeds,” and has
made practice an essential part of faith. Thus, individual study of
the Holy Quran and putting its teachings into practice — not
mere verbal acknowledgement of belief — can be of benefit to
us. There are many who waste their time in useless pursuits and
do not have time to participate in lessons where the Holy Quran
is recited and explained. No doubt there are those who are
handicapped for some reason and cannot participate on a daily
basis. If however, they miss a day they feel ashamed to show up
on another day. This is not right, for if a person cannot partici-
pate every day he should make an effort to attend sometimes.
While he may not be able to appreciate the fine points and be-
come familiar with the depth of Quranic knowledge he will at
least get to hear the meaning of the Quranic text and become
aware of what it says. 

I am advising you that if you study and hear the word of the
Holy Quran you should also endeavor to put it into practice.
Sluggishness in practice eventually leads to hypocrisy.What was
the reason that some were called hypocrites during the time of
the Holy Prophet? It was because their practice was weak and
slothful. They were afraid of Jihad (striving) in the way of Allah
and preferred to remain in their homes. It is stated in the hadith
that the fajr (morning) and Isha (evening) prayers are very hard
to participate in for the hypocrite. Because of apathy in prac-
tice, they do not want their sleep to be disturbed. Those who
have this habit should bring about a change in their practice.
They should manifest the truth of their belief by practicing it
and thus become a source of guidance for others. 
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Today I read a letter from Maulvi Sadr-ud-din Sahib. Six ladies
have accepted Islam at his hands. They have so much enthusi-
asm for propagation of their faith that one of them has influ-
enced eight others to convert to Islam. And another one has
influenced three or four others. These people raise objections
and call others atheists. But I am saying that those atheists are
much better than the Muslims. Calling yourselves Muslims you
could not accomplish what they have done. We are observing
that those who convert to Islam have fervor in their hearts for
their faith and those who come in contact with them are simi-
larly influenced. This is proof that blame levied against those
who are working are baseless. If they had set a poor example it
could not have generated such enthusiasm. 

Recently, you presented this as proof of the truth of the Prom-
ised Messiah, and you inquired of others, “Who has created such
enthusiasm for the service of Islam in the hearts of these follow-
ers?” Why do you not believe in the validity of this argument
today when you see the accomplishments of this mission in Eng-
land?1 Abstain from spreading mistrust. If each of the hundreds
and thousands of Muslims who have gone to England, had influ-
enced even one person to convert to Islam, Muslims would have
numbered in the thousands there today. This, however, required
an example. If they had carried the conviction of the truth of
Islam in their hearts, it would not have been difficult to bring
people toward Islam. Islam is such a religion that if anyone man-
ifests even a slight practical example of it, it readily attracts peo-
ple. If we desire to propagate Islam, we should set an example
for others by practicing it. People can only be influenced if they
are treated with goodness. The obligatory prayers and the late
night supplications (Tahajjud) that you offer reflect your rela-
tionship with God. Only God knows the condition of your heart.
No one knows the level of your relation with God. Therefore,
unless the manner of your dealings with others is excellent, and
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you manifest righteousness in your actions, mere talk can be of
no benefit.

Commandments and Prohibitions Regarding Marriage

This section of the Holy Quran deals with essential command-
ments and prohibitions regarding marriage. First, those relations
are mentioned with whom marital ties are forbidden: “Forbidden
to you are your mothers, and your daughters, and your sisters,
and your paternal aunts, and your maternal aunts, and brother’s
daughters and sister’s daughters, and your mothers that have
suckled you, and your foster-sisters, and mothers of your wives,
and your stepdaughters who are in your guardianship (born) of
your wives to whom you have gone in — but if you have not
gone in to them, there is no blame on you — and the wives of
your sons who are of your own loins; and that you should have
two sisters together, except what has already passed.” (4:23)

This verse has thirteen prohibitions regarding marriage and,
including the one in the verse before this, the total comes to
fourteen. Other than these limited prohibitions, it is permissible
to get married from where ever the opportunity is available. 

What is Meant by Those Whom Your Right Hands
Possess?

“And all married women except those whom your right
hands possess (are forbidden)…” (4:24)

All married women including those belonging to any other
faith whether they are Christians or Hindus fall into this cate-
gory. One of the impure ideas becoming popular amongst Mus-
lims is that this prohibition only applies to Muslim married
women while married Christian and Hindu women are ex-
cluded. This is incorrect for the statement, “All married women,”
includes married women irrespective of who they are married
to. Marriage with all of them is prohibited. Because married
women are mentioned here one could entertain the thought

                     21 — MAY 26, 1916 — MARRIAGE: FORBIDDEN, DUTY, AFFAIRS                227



that this also applies to their own wives. That is why the state-
ment is added, “except those whom your right hands possess,”
meaning that all the women to whom you are already married
are excluded from this prohibition.

Limitations of Marriage

“…And lawful for you are (all women) besides those, pro-
vided that you seek (them) with your property, taking
(them) in marriage, not committing fornication…” (4:24)

It has been deemed essential that property should be given
to women. That is the reason why, in Islam, giving of the marital
dowry (mahr) is made binding upon the husband. These days,
some people do not fulfill this obligation in spite of the fact that
payment of marriage dowry is essential upon establishment of
marital ties. They publicly commit large sums of money in this
regard. Since they do not have any intention to fulfill their prom-
ise, it is done to become esteemed in the eyes of others. This is
not right. It is true that mahr is connected with elevating the
status of women in society, but it is also meant to be given and
not to be withheld. This duty should be fulfilled as soon as pos-
sible. It is like an unpaid loan, which if not paid during the life-
time of the individual, is to be paid from his residual property
before it is apportioned amongst inheritors. 

The Practice of Temporary Marriage or Mutah Declared
Unlawful

“Then as to those whom you profit by (by marrying), give
them their dowries as appointed.” People have had difficulty in
understanding this verse. They say that this allows temporary
marriage or mutah, and some amongst the Shia accept this ar-
gument. They try to justify the contracting of temporary mar-
riages (mutah) based upon the words fa‘ mastamta, although
this means, “as to those whom you profit.” This is just like the
use of similar terminology in the Quranic verse: “Our Lord, some
of us profited (istamta‘a) by others” (6:128). Nowhere in the
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Holy Quran are such temporary marriages justified. The mar-
riage contract is meant to be life long and not for a temporary
period. The Holy Quran states, “And whoever among you cannot
afford to marry free believing women, (let him marry) such of
your believing maidens as your right hands possess.” The Arabic
word, “Azwaj” cannot be applied to temporary marriages for
both these categories of women have been given rights of in-
heritance while no such rights for those taken into temporary
marriages are mentioned in the Holy Quran. It is said that at one
time mutah was allowed by The Holy Prophet; however, we
have several sahih (lit. sound) hadith that state that afterwards
mutah was prohibited forever2. 

Payment of Dowry is Necessary

“…And there is no blame on you about what you mutu-
ally agree after what is appointed (of dowry).” By mutual
agreement between husband and wife, the amount of the
marriage dowry can be increased or decreased “Surely
Allah is ever-Knowing, Wise.” (4:24)
“And whoever among you cannot afford to marry free be-
lieving women, (let him marry) such of your believing
maidens as your right hands possess. And Allah knows
best your faith — you are (sprung) the one from the
other. So marry them with the permission of their mas-
ters, and give them their dowries justly, they being
chaste, not fornicating, nor receiving paramours…” (4:25)

Women who were prisoners of war, having converted to
Islam, could no longer remain married to their idolatrous hus-
bands. Their status was considered the same as that of a di-
vorced woman. Those who could not afford to marry from
amongst the free women were permitted to get married to these
women after getting permission from their guardians. 
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Commandment to Marry Slave Girls

“They being chaste, not fornicating, nor receiving paramours.”
These words of the Holy Quran indicate that marriage with a
slave girl is essential, while illicit and secret relations are disal-
lowed. It is further stated, “Then if they are guilty of adultery
when they are taken in marriage, they shall suffer half the pun-
ishment for free married women” (4:25). The responsibility put
on them is thus in proportion to the rights given. “This is for
him among you who fears falling into evil. And that you abstain
is better for you. And Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.”

The Second Sermon

“O Allah! Help the followers of Muhammad and make us of
those, O Allah disappoint those who disappoint the religion of
Allah and do not make us of those.”We recite this prayer several
times during the day and night. Being Muslims, and frequently
reciting these prayers, if you do not help the religion of Muham-
mad, you are in fact a source of disappointment. It would indeed
be a matter of great loss for some of you, if the second portion
of your prayer reflects your condition. You manifest the same
behavior that distinguishes those who are a source of disap-
pointment for the religion of Muhammad. Therefore, improve
your condition so that you do not become one of those with
whom Allah is disappointed.
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