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Beliefs and aims

The main object of the AALLL. is to present the true, original
message of Islam to the whole world — Islam as it is found in the Holy
Quran and the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, obscured today by
grave misconceptions and wrong popular notions.

Islam seeks to attrathe hearts and mindsf people towards the
truth, by means of reasoning, good moral example, and the natural
beauty of its principles. It neither aspires to gain political power, nor
allows the use of force in support of the faith.

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (d. 1908), our Founder, arose to
remind the world that Islam is:

International: It recognizes prophets being raised among all
nations and requires Muslims to believe in them all. Truth and
goodness can be found in all religions. God treats all human
beings equally justly, regardless of race, nationality or religion.

Peaceful: Allows use of force only in unavoidable self-defence.
Teaches Muslims to live peacefully under any rule which
accords them freedom of religion.

Tolerant: Gives full freedom to everyone to hold and practise any
creed or religion. Requires us to tolerate differences of belief
and opinion.

Rational: In all matters, it urges use of human reason and
knowledge. Blind following is condemned and independence of
thought is granted.

Inspiring: Worship is not a ritual, but provides living contact with
a Living God, Who answers prayers and speaks to His righteous
servants even today as in the past.

Non-sectarian: Every person professing Islam by the wotds
ilaha ill-Allgh, Mukammad-ur rasl-ullah (There is no god but
Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) is a Muslim.
A Muslim cannot be expelled from Islam by anyone.

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad taught thad prophet, old or new,
is to arise after the Holy Prophet Muhammad. HoweMujaddids
will be raised by God to revive and rekindle the light of Islam.

About ourselves

Ahmadiyya Anjuman Isha‘at Islam Lahore
has branches in the following countries:
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The Movement has members and
supporters in many other countries as well
In Berlin, it has a large historical mosque
constructed in the mid-1920s.
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Quran with commentaries. These books ar
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The Anjuman has run several Muslim
missions around the world, including the fif
ever in Western Europe.

The Movement’s unique contribution t
Islamic thought is summed up on the left.
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the Ahmadiyya Movement.
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the cause of Islam. Maulana Sadr-ud-
Din (d. 1981) becomes Head.

1981-1996Dr. Saeed Ahmad Khan, an
eminent medical doctor and religious
scholar, led the Movement, at a time g
intense persecution.

1996: Prof. Dr. Asghar Hameed, a
distinguished retired University
Professor of Mathematics, and learne
Islamic scholar, elected Head.

N as
se,

)




THE LIGHT

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2000 3

Removal of some
misconceptions — 2

From the book Izala Auham
ala gf 413

by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad

Translated by
Sarah Ahmad and Zainib Ahmad
(with some revision by the Editor ~ The Light)

My critics and |

Some persons have found faults with me in order
criticize me. Although humans are not free from fau

solely because of its bitterness, unpleasantness and
hurtfulness, then we shall have to admit that the entire
Holy Quran is filled with foul language. The harsh
words used in the Holy Quran to degrade the idols and
to disgrace the idol-worshippers, and to curse and con-
demn them, are not such as would please the idol-
worshippers. On the contrary, they would undoubtedly
further spark off their rage. When God the Most High
addresses the unbelievers of Makka and says:

“Surely you and what you worship besides
Allah are fuel of hell” [21:98],

is it not included in abusive language according to the
criteria coined by the critic? Likewise, is it not abuse
in the opinion of the critic when in the Holy Quran
God the Most High calls the unbelievers “the worst of
creatures” [98:6], and says that they are even worse
tghan the most disgraced and filthy of creations. Has
t,not God the Most High said in the Holy Quran: “be

and as Jesus rightly said: “Why do you call me gogd#irm against them” [9:73]? Has it not been stated to be
No one is good but God alone” [Mark 10:17], byt & sign of the believers that they are “hard against the
since such criticism has an adverse effect on religiguglisbelievers” [48:29]?

activities and prevents those people who seek the tijut

from turning to it, so | will briefly give answers t
some of the objections made.

The first objection made about my humble self i

that | have used harsh language with regard to th
opponents [of Islam] in my writings, and by this they
have been provoked into being disrespectful abou
Allah the Glorious and His Holy Prophet, and haye
published scurrilous writings. The Holy Quran co
tains the clear command not to abuse and insult
deities of the opponents lest they too, out of ignoranc
and malice, wag their tongues to malign God the Mgs
High. But here insult and abuse has been used, ¢
rary to the way of those who are sent by God.

Answer: Let it be clear that while raising thig
objection the critic has not mentioned the actual wo

th(tan
Sh

DN

Hesus Christ used harsh language against his
opponents

When Jesus calls the respectable religious lawyers and
Pharisees of the Jews as swine and dogs, and their
?nost honourable leader Herod a fox, and compares
{heir respectable priests and jurists to whores, and as
regards the revered leaders, who were accorded the
highest respect by the Roman rulers and made to sit
with honour in the Roman courts, he speaks of them in
ese offensive, very hurtful and uncivil words, calling
em illegitimate, adulterous, evil, dishonourable,
Laithless, fools, hypocrites, satanic, doomed to hell,
serpents and brood of vipers — are not these words
very serious, filthy abuse in the opinion of the critic?
From this it becomes evident that the objection of the

dseritic does not only apply to me and my books but in

which, according to him, I have used in my books andreality he has attacked all the Divine scriptures and

which really fall in the category of abuse and b

dprophets with a burning heart. And this attack hits
language. | say truly, absolutely truly, that | have not,

most at the Gospels because Jesus spoke more harshly

to the best of my knowledge, used even one wdrdhan any of the other prophets. It is proved from the
which can be called abusive. A misconception arigessospels that, because of his harsh speech, the Jews
because most people fail to differentiate between h f|attempted to stone him on several occasions, and he

ing abuse and narrating the truth, and consider the

teeceived a slap on his face because of disrespect he

be the same. They regard what is the relating of a facdhowed to their chief priest. As Jesus himself

f

in its proper place to be abuse, solely because

Broclaimed, he had not come to establish peace, but to

degree of harshness in it which is unavoidable wheryield a sword. So he wielded the sword of his tongue

speaking the truth. Actually, the definition of abuge
and offensive language is that it is something whic

so fiercely that the harsh and hurtful language as

isfound in the Gospels cannot be found in the words of

against facts and false, and used merely to cause huény other prophet. Jesus had to suffer much because
If we label every harsh and hurtful statement as ablsgf this sword of the tongue, and similarly John the
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Baptist who called the religious lawyers and leaders|ofight. When he had finished, Abu Talib could not
the Jews as brood of vipers [Matthew, 3:7] wasrestrain his tears, seeing the light of truth. He then
beheaded through their evil plans and schemes. said:

“l was unaware of the sincerity of your faith. Your

_ _ _ osition and status is beyond conception. Go and carry
Now the question that arises is: Were these sacrea

L . n your work. | will assist you as long as | live, as far
people most uncivilized, and did they not possess eyeqq my power goes”
5 .

a trace of the modern day civilization and manners ) o
The answer to this has already been given by our Now the conclusion from this is that the answer
leader and master, the Last of Prophets, and the HedBat the Holy Prophet Muhammad, may peace and the

of all the generations of the earlier as well as the lateP!€SSings of Allah be on him, himself gave to Abu
times, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, may peace nd @lib by his own blessed tongue is quite sufficient to

the blessings of Allah be on him, who is dearer to us.silence all the critics, because abuse is one thing and

than our parents, and it is as follows. When the vergses
were revealed which call the unbelievers as polluted; . ¢ of this entire incident of Abu Talib | ained i
the worst of creatures, cruel, and the offspring of the, = & o 1 ol e O o has boon revonled

. . ) ooks, but the whole of the above narration has been revealed by
devil, and their gods are the fuel of the fire of he|l, God the Most High to my heart, with only a few explanatory
then Abu Talib called the Holy Prophet, may peagewords added by myself. This revealed account makes evident the

and the blessings of Allah be on him, and said: sympathy and consideration of Abu Talib, but it is proved with
w . full certainty that this sympathy was aroused at a later date, after
O my nephew, you have made the people furiousyitmessing the light of prophethood and signs of his steadfastness.

by your abuse. They are about to kill you, and me|a%or the greater part of his life, forty years, our Holy Prophet
well. You have declared their wise men as fools,Muhammad, may peace and the blessings of Allah be on him,
called their elders the worst of creatures, named tHeifVed as helpless, vexed and an orphan. In that period of lack of
’ .| ~support, none of his relatives or close ones helped him as it was
revered gods as the fuel of Hell and the fuel _Of fi E: their duty to, so much so that in his childhood that spiritual King
and generally called them all polluted, off-spring ¢f was, like a child without a family, handed over for upbringing to
the devil and a filthy people. As a well-wisher, || Bedouin women who lived in the desert. Hence this greatest of all
advise you to hold your tongue and refrain frommen spent his infancy in helplessness and poverty. When he grew

; . ; omewhat older, he was assigned the task of grazing the sheep of
Qb“s'”_g them; Otherv,\,"se' I do not have the strengtf) t e Bedouin Arabs, like destitute orphans. In those days of
fight with the people.

hardship, there was no food except inferior grain or the milk of
The Holy Prophet Muhammad, may peace and th oats. When he attained maturity, none of his uncles cared about
blessings of Allah be on him, replied:

is marriage in spite of the fact that he was most handsome. And it
was only by chance, at the age of 25, merely by the blessing of
“O uncle, this is not abuse but an expression ofAllah, that an aristocratic lady of Makka chose the Holy Prophet
truth and a statement of facts exactly as it is nee eqor herself and married him. It is a matter of great astonishment
L . hat while the Holy Prophet’s blood paternal uncles Abu Talib,
This is the_very Work_ WhICh | ha\{e been sent to do. IfHamza and Abbas were alive, and especially Abu Talib was a
| am destined to die while doing my duty then |l chieftain of Makka, a leader of his tribe and possessed worldly
cheerfully accept this death for myself. | haye status, dignity, wealth and authority to a large degree, yet in spite
dedicated my life for this very cause. | cannot refrdin©f their high position, the Holy Prophet, maggge and the

: ; " blessings of Allah be on him, spent his days in great hardship,
from making the truth manifest for fear of death. hunger and destitution. He even had tazgr the cattle of the

“O uncle, if you are concerned because of ygurBedouins to make a living yet none of them cared about his
weak position and the trouble you receive, thenPainfulplight.
withdraw the protection you give me. By God, | d
not need your help at all. 1 will never refrain fro
delivering the Divine commandments. | hold the
commands of my Lord dearer than life itself. By Go
if | were to be killed while accomplishing my missio
it would be my wish to keep on being granted li
again and again and to keep on being killed each tim
in this path. | am not afraid, instead | find the utmagst
pleasure in being persecuted in Allah’s way.”

While the Holy Prophet was speaking, his fage
was radiating truth and an ecstasy full of spiritu

Expressing the truth cannot be taken as abuse

When the Holy Prophet, mayeace and the blessings of
Allah be on him, attained maturity, it did not even occur to any of
his paternal uncles that, being like a father, they should exert
themselves for his marriage and other essential matters, especially
» when there were girls in their own families and relatives. Now one

naturally thinks why the attitude of these people was so cold. The
e answer to this is really that they only saw the Holy Prophet, may

eace and the blessings of Allah be on him, as an orphan, having

either father nor mother, possessing no property, friendless,
indigent and penniless. They stood to gain nothing from helping
the trouble-stricken youth, and to make him their son-in-law was
tantamount to ruining the lives of their daughters. But little did
they know that he was destined to be a prince and the leader of all
| the spiritual kings, who would be granted the keys to all the
treasures of the world.
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stating the truth, even though it may be harsh gndvho think that God the Most High has altogether
unpleasant, is something totally different. prohibited the use of every type of harsh language.

It is a duty binding upon every seeker and spea eftherwise, it is not only justified to plainly convey to
of truth to deliver the facts to the ears of tHe VEry opponent such harsh words as are necessary
misguided opponent. Then if he is incensed on hearjng§/Nen expressing the truth and which contain within
the truth, let him be so. The verses which dlama em the proof of their correctness, but it is the need
present at this point, “and abuse not those whom the{f the time so that we do not fall into the evil of
call upon besides Allah, lest, exceeding the limits,XPréssing agreement to placate someone.
they abuse Allah through ignorance” [6:108], | cannot ~ The righteous servants of God the Most High have
think how this verse concerns us. This blessed verseever feared receiving the curses and censure of
only forbids us from hurling unjust abuse at our anyone when preaching sternly in this manner. Is it
opponents, not stop us from expressing the truth. If theot known that in the time the Holy Prophet
harshness and unpleasantness of the truth seems tp dduhammad, may peace and the blessings of Allah be
unwise opponents as being of the nature of abuse, jarmh him, the real reason why the enmity of the idolaters
becoming incensed they respond by foul abuse |omncreased so much was just these harsh words which
their part, then should it stop us from preaching thethose unwise people took for abuse, and as a result

truth? Has this sort of foul language never been u
by the unbelievers before?

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, may peace and hd

blessings of Allah be on him, did not only use ste
language in support of the truth but he also broke

his own hands the idols which were looked upon ad)
gods by the idol-worshippers. When has Islagm

allowed compromising on the truth, and where in t

Holy Quran is such an order to be found? Instead,

Allah the Glorious clearly disallows such leniency
saying that people who compromise even with th
unbelieving fathers or mothers are equally faithles
Allah refers to the unbelievers of Makka and says:

“They wish that you [O Prophet] should b
pliant, so they (too) would be pliant” [68:9],

meaning that the unbelievers of Makka would like it
you adopted a lenient attitude by withholding th
truth, and then they would also agree with you in yg
[toned-down] religion. But God the Most High doe€
not approve of such expressions of agreement.

So we conclude that if the Quranic verse p
forward by the critic testifies to anything, it is only
that the critic has no idea of understanding the W
of God. He does not stop to think that if this ver
condemns every form of harsh language then
becomes impossible to call people to do good 3
refrain from wrongdoing. Moreover, we shall have
admit that the Book of Allah contains two contrg
dictory teachings. In other words, first Allah prohibit
the use of all forms of harsh language and urges u

etheir opposition ultimately went from being verbal to

physical. In the beginning they were not like this; in
act they used to say with full conviction about the
rHoly Prophet, may peace and the blessings of Allah
itHP€ on him, that he had completely fallen in love with
is Lord. It is just like the Hindus of today, who do
not condemn any ascetic living as a recluse, rather
hethey bring him offerings.

Here | am also compelled to declare, with much

, regret and a grieving heart, that this objection against
birme has not only come from the general public but |
5shave learnt that somidlama are also at the bottom of

it. In view of their status, | cannot imagine that they

are unaware of the Holy Quran and the previous scrip-
” tures, nor can this be thought in any @ut | know

1%

if
e % How openly the Holy Quran uses harsh language cannot remain
urunknown even to the most unintelligent and ignorant of people.
s For example, the civilized people of today consider it the height of
abuse to curse someone. But the Holy Quran pointedly curses the
unbelievers. It says: “These it is on whom is the curse of Allah and
utthe angels and men, of all of them, abiding therein” [2:161-162],
and: “These it is whom Allah curses, and those who curse, curse
hem too” [2:159]. Similarly, it is obvious that to liken a human
r eing to a beast is a form of abuse. However, the Holy Quran not
5€0nly calls them beasts but declares that the unbelievers and deniers
itare worse than all the creatures on the face of the earth, as it says:
ndSurely the vilest of beasts in Allah’s sight are those who
0 disbelieve” [8:54]. In the same way, it is clear that it is against the
manners of present day culture to make a particular person a target
" of abuse by taking his name or by referring to him, but in the Holy
S Quran God the Most High has applied to some the name Abu
hokahab, and to some the titles dog and swine. Then Abu Jahal is
H well known as such. Similarly, regarding Walid Mughira the

us not to offend the unbelievers in any way. Then He

starts acting against His own teaching by using wo

of abuse against the deniers, even urging us to do|thg

same. So we should realize that it is actually
defective understanding on the part of those Maul

d harshest possible words are used which apparently are terms of
ilthy abuse, as it says: “So obey not the rejectors. They wish that
u [O Prophet] should be pliant, so they too would be pliant.
aAnd obey not any mean swearer, defamer, going about with
sisslander, hinderer of good, outstepping the limits, sinful, ignoble,

—

besides all that, notoriously mischievous ... We shall brand him
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that the misguided culture of the West today, in whi
there is no concept of having feelings of honour f
one’s faith, has cast its influence on the hearts of

Ulamato some extent as well. Their vision has be
blurred by the severity of this storm, and the natu
weakness in their character has made them accept
ailment. That is why they lay stress on ideas whi
have no connection with the Quran and Hadith,
which can however be found in the code of ethics
the West. The morals of the West have so deteriorg
that it is considered inappropriate for a grown wom
to entirely refrain from having relations with a ma|
who is eligible to marry her. But does the Holy Qura
agree with these morals practised in the West? Dog
not call such people immoral?

It is only for the sake of Allah that | warn suc
Ulama that, due to their fault-finding and thei
entertaining such ideas in their minds, they have gqg
very far from truth and being able to recognize tf
truth. If they wish to oppose me, then they can g
whatever they wish out of their dry logic. On the oth
hand, if fearing Allah they apply their thinking the
this is not a matter which can remain hidden fro
their view. It is the duty of a good and sincere pers|
to keep hold of the ways of finding truth. Even if th
lowliest and most ordinary person says what is rig
and we ourselves are in the wrong, then we sho
admit our fault with gratitude and accept what th
humble man is saying. We must not make the claim
am better than he” [the devil's claim over Adam in th
Holy Quran, 7:12] because the proud are never gui

on the snout” [68:8-16]. In other words, do not follow what the
unbelievers say, who wish from the bottom of their hearts that y
abstain from abusing their gods and disgracing their religion,
that then they shall also apparently approve your religion. Do
be misled by the slickness of their tongues. This man who

appealed for compromise is a man who takes false oaths, i$ of

weak opinion, and a degraded individual. He indulges in fay
finding in others and causes division among people by back biti
He hinders from the path of goodness, is guilty of illicit sexu
acts, in his character he is a man of the worst morals, and bes
all that he is of illegitimate birth. Very soon We shall brand h
snout, which has grown long like that of swine. By a long snout
meant adherence to the customs and codes of honour of so
which are a hindrance to the acceptance of the truth. O All Pow
ful God, chop the noses of certain long-nosed ones among
people also!

Now tell us, respected Maulvi gentlemen, in your opinion,
there any abusive term which has not been used in the ah
comprehensive words? It is a matter of interest to note here
Walid Mughira adopted a lenient attitude so that the unbeliev

should be dealt with gently. And in reply, all his faults wer

exposed. This is an indication to them not to expect compron]

Charight and even the faith of such a man is always in
prdanger.

PUT  There is another wisdom in the use of harsh
PNlanguage, that it awakens dormant hearts and rouses
@lihose people who like to nod in agreement. For
&ample, the Hindus are such a people that most of
“Nthem, unless you yourself challenge them, nod in
Utagreement with you in religious matters, by way of
Ofconciliation, all life long as friends. Sometimes they
tegpeak with praise and approbation about our Holy
ANprophet Muhammad, may peace and the blessings of
' Allah be on him, and eulogize and extol the saints of
IN|slam. But their hearts are in the depths of darkness
S Und far removed from the truth. If the truth is declared
to them bluntly, with all its bitterness and
h unpleasantness, the good result of this is that their
pretence to agreement is at once removed and they
nepenly express their unbelief and ill-will, as if their
nesuppressed ailment now manifests itself as burning
aytemperature. So this incitement which severely
erprovokes the minds, although it may be highly
N objectionable in the view of an unwise person, but an
mastute man can well understand that it is this arousal
orwhich provides the first step towards the acceptance
e of truth. As long as a disease does not manifest itself it
nt,cannot be treated, but when it shows its symptoms
uldhen all sorts of means of treatment may be tried.

a“t The strong language used by the prophets was
Ireally for the same purpose of arousal, so that a
€stirring be created in the people, they awaken from
lediumber by this jolt and start pondering and thinking
about religion, they make a movement for this purpose
even if it is in opposition, they establish a connection
with those who are proclaiming the truth even if it is a
’Oeuconnection of hostility. It is to this that Allah the
soGlorious refers in the words: “In their hearts is a
notdisease, so Allah increased their disease” [2:10].

> We should believe with full certainty that one day
it- the same people will accept the religion of Islam with
nga true heart who, having been awakened by strong and
@ powerful arousal, have started studying religious
i'g?ﬁerature and are taking steps in this direction
isfervently, even if it is a step of opposition.
tiety  The first attitude of the Hindus was disappointing
g{j or us because they preferred the approach whereby
they would not hold religious discussions with the
.s Muslims and would live with us nodding in agreement
ovwith our beliefs. But now, by coming into con-
hafrontation and entering the field of combat, they have
F'heen subjugated by our sharp weapons, and are like

° the nearly defeated prey who can be vanquished by

—
> 3

4

from the believers.

>%ne final blow. So we should not be afraid that they
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are rebellious like deer. They are not our enemigs; Therefore | pray for this friend that God the Most
they are our prey. That age will come soon when youHigh may help him by means of the holy spirit in his
will look for a Hindu and you will not find a single| intention to produce this writing. | think it is best for
Hindu amongst the educated people. So do not Ipshim to entitle his pamphlet as ‘Civilization’. | have
hope by being worried by their fervour, because| aearnt that he was moved to do this by the objection of
subtle change is taking place within them preparinga Maulvi gentleman whom he met by chance in
them to accept Islam, and they have reached closg toahore while he was coming to Qadian, and who
the threshold of Islam. | say to you truly that thoseraised an objection on my humble self in this respect.
people you see today filled with strong feelings
animosity, after a little time you will not see them.

Lately the Aryas have, through our urging, taken
the step of engaging with us in public debates. Then
no matter how harshly they have behaved in this

respect, and though they have published books filled L|V|ng the Quran through

with abuse and filthy material, yet by their vehemenge

they are in fact paving the way for their people o SCientifiC knOWIedge

accept Islam. So our provocations do not really lead to

any adverse results. Of course, these efforts appear Speech at the Trinidad Convention,
ugly in the view of those who are short-sighted, but

one day it will be evident that these very efforis AUQUSt 2000
attracted the most hard-hearted people towards this
side. This is not conjecture or speculation but a sure
and definite reality. Pity be on those who fail t
distinguish between good and bad, and are the quickModern society is rapidly changing due to scientific
to raise objections. achievements and discoveries. Because of misunder-

God the Most High has clearly disallowed us fro standings and bigotry, there has been conflict between

o ligion and science. In Islam science and religion are
compromising on the truth but has nowhere ordered u&® ; . i
P 9 ot meant to be incompatible with each other. The

to abstain from proclaiming the truth because of fdar ) .
P g oly Quran stimulates mankind to study the natural

of its bitterness and unpleasantness. Ponder, O A
impatientUlama! Do you not read the Quran? What phenomena and contemplqte AII_ah s Divinity: those
has come over you? How do you judge? who re_mer_nber Allah, standing, sitting and Iy_|ng down
. . o _ _ | on their sides, and contemplate the creation of the
A sincere friend of mine is Maulvi Abdul Karim - heavens and the earth” (3:190-191). Muslim scholars
of Sialkot, a young man who has recently completedeontributed immensely to the various branches of
his education, having received modern schooling, gnthatural and medical sciences. They laid down the
is a refined thinker who has been greatly influencedioyndation of modern scientific and technological
for the better, almost in an extraordinary way, throughdevelopments which, because of stagnation in Muslim
being nurtured and taught by my truly beloved friend activities, were appropriated by Western nations. The
Maulvi Hakim Nur-ud-Din. When he came to Qadian |slamic approach recognizes both the physical,
just now to meet me, he promised that he would wijtematerialistic and the spiritual order of the universe and
and publish a pamphlet about what is real civilization.calls on mankind to pursue life in this togetherness as
He knows qUite well that aCtua”y real civilization i they interdepend on one another for existence.

Lheeacpeatgewﬁéf; \f[vhaesmfoIIItO\(/jvi%d n?,: ;Qrebizr?ﬁgr?]tsfon:‘ i; When Allah commissioned man as His vicegerent
harsh words on particular occasions, like bitt rOn earth He endowed him with the faculty of

medicine is used. In fact, it is the binding duty assimilating “knowledge”, for in knowledge lies the

every preacher to use h’arsh words on the pro uperiority of man over other creations in the world.
occasion in accordance with necessity and wisdgm he mar_1date_ which Allah gave man as His vicegerent
and if he fails to do so because of being lax a ors contaln_eql in the Holy Quran. That is why the HOIY
neglectful it indicates that he is overwhelmed by the QUran enjoins man to pray to God to advance him in
fear of others more than Allah, which is a form knowledge (20:114). This implies that the Holy Quran

shirk (associating partners with Allah), and that hsS.hOUId. not be read or.rec!ted merely as a rell_glogs
faith is as weak and frail as the life of a tiny insect. ritual, it should be studied in depth as an exercise in

Continued on Page 14, column 2

by Dr K. Ghafoerkhan, Suriname
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the advancement of knowledge, for the Holy Quran|is | will make use of only two verses to prove that
the fountain-head of all knowledge. Knowledge li¢sthe Holy Qurans a Divine Book that could not have
embedded in the Holy Quran, so we must strive to thdbeen produced by our Holy Prophet Muhammad
utmost to understand the Holy Quran, with a view [to(pbuh), who was illiterate and could neither read nor
apply its injunctions to everyday life. The Islamic way write.

of life is not confined to a few religious rituals, i
extends to the entire gamut of human life. We have
thus to seek guidance of the Holy Quran not merely| to
be a good believer, but to be a good citizen as well.

Let us examine the nature of individual man and  These two verses, among others indicate that
find out how Islam views this nature. We can defineAllah’s creation is not finished but is rather an
man as having two complementary natures, contifuengoing process. This is very significant from a
ally interacting upon each other. These are the inhegcientific point of view because we are gradually

“And He creates other things beyond your
knowledge.” (16:8)

“Allah creates what He wills.” (24:45)

and the outer nature. The internal nature of man re
to theruh (soul or self or heart) andgl (mind or
power of reasoning or intelligence). The rest of mar
activities are the external or outer nature.

The external nature of man is as complex, sub

erbeginning to observe and understand certain natural
phenomena which are still in a process of formation.

'SOne prime example is our observation of still-
emerging galaxies from huge clouds of nebulae.

tidAnother is the evolution of species, with its associated

and wide as his internal nature. Man’s inner and outefvidence of strange and exotic “intermediate” life

nature are interacting responsively, so any imbalai
in the system of human nature may become desti
tive and fatal. To help ease out any such imbalar
Allah has extended His Divine touch to both th
internal and the external aspects of life.

True knowledge is based on clear proofs a
indisputable evidence acquired by experience
experiment or by both. In this connection it is safe
say, beyond doubt, that the Quran is the first autho
to enjoin zealous quest for knowledge throug
experience and experiment, meditation and obg
vation. The Quran itself is an outstanding intellecty
challenge; it challenges the human intellect to displ
any Quranic verse or produce anything similar to t

wcdorms turned to fossils. These two examples are just
udhe tip of the iceberg. The book by the physicist Paul
wcdavies, The Cosmic Blueprintinderscores the grow-

e Ing awareness of continuous creation.

Our present age is one of marvellous advancement
hgof science and technology. And it is an undeniable
offact that science and technology have created an
to@mazing revolution in the physical life of man and has
ityalso changed the concepts of its protection and
yjhsurvival and its mode of action. In this age there have
erbeen changes in man’s mode of thought and the way
alhis problems are to be solved and the ways he should
itdive. And this is called the scientific way of living the
heQuran. Formerly, man used to base the human values

Quran. Open any chapter of the Quran and you find®n the concepts, which his surroundings had given

the warmest appeal to search for knowledge throd
the infinite sources of nature.

There are, however, various types of knowled

inspired by Satan which Muslims are not permitted [to

learn or to engage in, such as magic and the black

fortune-telling, astrology and anything leading to

immorality and wickedness.

But Muslims are assuredly permitted to acqui
knowledge of science, technology and the like al
from non-Muslim sources.

Over 900 verses in the Holy Quran deal wi
science and engineering and 1400 verses W
economics. The Quran is not a textbook or a book
school subjects, or a book on how to perform surge
or how to make a bridge etc. But the Quran is
religious Book with scientific data to prove to th
unbelievers that the Quran is a Divine revelation.

gmim. But today his surroundings are entirely different
and his concepts too cannot be those of the former
days. The concepts were formerly based on ideas and
%eideals, but now they are based on realism. We now
rsan calculate the sighting of the moon by technology
fHstead of watching the crescent with the eyes.
Electric sound-systems for the call adhanare now
being used everywhere. Muslims also have absolutely
[€no problem with open-heart surgery, kidney and heart
SGransplants, blood transfusion etc. This is because in
Islam life is most precious and should be saved at all
h cost. Muslims are making use of information and
itffommunication via internet, but as | have pointed out
orlready we must keep away from pornography,
rysatanism etc. on the internet, which can lead to
aimmorality or wickedness. As you might know Saudi
L Arabia has banned some days ago the access to
internet for the users of the Yahoo-club.
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The Quran and Hadith are silent about some new This state of affairs is difficult and extremely
discoveries in the past few years in the scientific figldconfusing. For the solution of this problem we need
and this makes it difficult for us to apply these theUlamaand those equipped with modern education
achievements in our daily life. It is high time for us to sit together and take stock of the present situation
Muslims to find answers in compliance with oyr and the demands of the times. After that, they should
Shariah for questions like how to deal with anti- formulate a modern but Islamic way to deal with this

conception and how to deal with manipulating t
genome (genetic code) to cure diseases, for produ
babies according to the wish of the parents w
special qualities or to supply new grafts or organs
the benefit of sick persons. And what would th
Islamic viewpoint be on other questions like wheth
or not a government should have the right to clo
strong soldiers in order to use these soldiers to def
the country.

The ethics of these discoveries have becomsd

eproblem. (There surely must be enough educated
cingeople with a direct approach to the Quran and the
thSunnah teachings who may prove to be an asset in
orthese deliberations.) In view of the delicacy of the
eissue, theUlama or learned ones in modern sciences
erand arts should try their very best by meangtibad

heto pronounce correctly the Islamic point of view of
endduman cloning.

According to Maulana Muhammad Aljtihad or
p &exercise of judgment’ is the third source from which

great issue in these past few years. Let us take intthe laws of Islam are drawn. The word itself is derived

consideration for example the human cloning. T
advocates for both sides of the issue have as m
reasons to clone as they have not to clone. The m
pros and cons of human cloning provide enou
information on both sides of the argument to enable
to form our own opinion on whether human cloning
ethical or not. As you might know, cloning is th
method to produce a baby that has the same gene
one of its parents.

There is a great number of possible mediq
benefits but also disadvantages to cloning and
technology. They include the following.

Potential medical benefits

The possibility that through cloning
technology we will learn to renew activity of
damaged cells by growing new cells an
replacing them.

The capability to create humans of identic
genetic make up to act as organ donors
each other, i.e. kidney and bone transplan
etc., etc.

Potential harms and disadvantages

e The possibility of compromising indivi-

dualities.
Loss of genetic variation.

A “black market” of fetuses may arise fron|
desirable donors that will want to be able |
clone themselves, i.e. movie stars, athlets
geniuses and others.

Clones may be treated as second-clg
citizens.

hefrom the rootjahd, which means exerting oneself to
arne utmost or to the best of one’s ability, ajtithad,
anyhich literally conveys the same significance, is
ghtechnically applicable to a lawyer's exerting the
ugaculties of mind to the utmost for the purpose of
isforming an opinion in a case of law regarding a
e doubtful and difficult point.

S @S Finally, | will state my own personal opinion on
this difficult point. In Chapter 41 verse 53 of the Holy
alQuran we find:

Its “Soon will We show them Our Signs in the
(farthest) horizons, and within themselves,
until it becomes manifest to them that it is the
Truth.”

An interpretation of this verse could be that it refers to
d the gradual discovery of greater and greater natural

“evidence” of the Creator’s involvement in our world.

Two of the most important and most fascinating goals
al .

of modern science are to peer farther and farther out to
or .
tsthe edge of the universe, and to look deeper and

deeper into the structure of the human body.

So, Allah is stimulating and encouraging us to
continue to study and to ponder about all matters
including human cloning as long as we use it for the
benefit of mankind. As human life is God's greatest
gift that should be protected and cared for in the best
manner, we should make good use of all available
' scientific knowledge so that we can apply Islam to our

0 daily life to reach these goam.
S,

ISS
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Islam and a civilized society

The truly religious don’t hurt other
people’s feelings by their words

by Dr. Basharat Ahmad

Translated by the Editor

A Muslim’s civilized behaviour

The Holy Prophet Muhammad, may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him, has given a definiti
of a ‘Muslim’ and that is that a Muslim is he fron|
whose tongue and hands other Muslims are safe
this age, which is considered an era of education
civilized society, there could be no better definition
civilization. Does not a civilized society mean thg
when one person has to deal with another, he sha
not hurt or harm the other by his tongue or by
action? This is the requirement of a civilized societ
Islamic culture has not made any rule which
impossible to act upon. It has made it obligatory th
not only should you refrain from hurting the feeling
of another but you should not cause them any kind
harm, so that civilized behaviour is complete in bg
aspects, in the physical sense as well as the m
sense. Thus, according to the definition given by {
Holy Prophet a Muslim is a perfect embodiment
civilized behaviour, not harming anyone either by R
word or by his action.

So-called Islamic straight-forwardness

Unfortunately, just as the Muslims have suffered
decline in all other spheres of life, their civilizatio
has also deteriorated. | am not speaking of the coa

| am deeply saddened when | see that cold and
unfriendly treatment is given the name of Islamic
simplicity, religious behaviour and purity. It is consi-
dered that a sign that a person is religious and God-
fearing is that when he meets someone he is curt,
irritable, bad-tempered and blunt-speaking, caring not
in the least for the self-respect of others.

The Holy Prophet’'s example

Was this the example set by our Holy Prophet
Muhammad? Did he not behave as a most civilized
and a most informal friend? Was it not his practice
that he would mix freely with his friends, working
h&yith them, eating with them, laughing and talking
PMwith them? In any gathering he would be mixed in
' with the people, talking and smiling, so much so that
I90u could not distinguish him from other people and
ANdould not pick him out as the one who was the

th messenger of God.
1

ulBresent day religious scholars and spiritual leaders

AMWhen | was a child and lacked knowledge, as one
Y-does in childhood, and | kept on seeing the grave and
IS serious faces of our religious and spiritual leaders, and
algpserved their fiery temperaments and displays of
S superiority, it became fixed in my mind that this was
Ofyhat being ‘religious’ meant. A religious person does
thnot care for anyone’s feelings, he tells you exactly
DIghhat he thinks, no matter how insulting this may be to
heyou. He can scold you in a humiliating way because
?f he is a man of God and does not fear anyone else.
ISBecause he is not bothered by anything of this world,
he can treat the people of this world as rudely as he
likes. He can sneer at respectable people, call them
bad names and scold them. To sum up, the concept
8which formed in my mind was that ill-tempered and
' rude behaviour was part and parcel of being religious.
I'S§0 whenever | heard that a certain man was a saint or

and crude sections of society, but the decent gng

respectable people. | exclude even those wh
humour and frankness borders on obscenity 3
shamelessness. | take only those people who are
serious mind and cultured. They too, in their convg
sations, speak in such a manner or behave in sug
way as to hurt the feelings of others. This is termed
them as ‘Islamic simplicity and frankness’. | ar
greatly pained by this, because they are using
name of Islam to shield their own weakness and the
by degrade the Islamic concept of civilization. Th
definition of a Muslim is one from whose words an
actions other Muslims are safe. So when the heart
another Muslim is made to feel hurt, it means that t
standards of Islamic civilization have been breacheq

NQ very religious person, | used to be terrified of him in
PSBase the saint attacked me or cursed me and | got
n‘i!)unished for no good reason. This was the mental
Ofilf"]'lage of godly and holy men in my mind. If | came
tl-across any well-known religious personality, and |
th\@as  fortunate enough to return unscathed and
bYinharmed from my encounter with him, | would thank

' God that | had not displeased tiaulvior saint and

theiad escaped being cursed by him.
re-

e Dr. Igbal and his Christian teacher

d | was a student in the Scotch Mission High School in
O&jalkot. The Reverend Mr. Youngson, who was
heScottish, used to teach us the Gospels. Dr. Sir
I. Muhammad Igbal was a fellow student in my class.
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One day Igbal was arguing with the reverend teac
about the superb and incomparable eloquence of
language of the Holy Quran, and claimed that t
Arabic of the Quran was so unigue that he could td
given any sentence of Arabic, whether it was from t
Quran or not. But this claim was beyond his capabil
as he was a youngster like me and had only a su
ficial knowledge of Arabic. The reverend read out tf
words: Idh gal-allah, Ya ‘Isa inni mutawafika wa
rafi ‘uka illaya, and quoted the translation given by th
Maulvis which was: “When Allah said, O Jesus, | wi
take you and will lift you to heaven toward Myself”
and he asked: Is this in the Quran or not? Now th¢
words, as translated, proved so clearly that Jesus
sitting bodily in heaven besides God, and thus th
showed his divinity, that Dr Igbal became rattled al
denied that these words could be in the Quran. T
reverend laughed aloud and showed him the words
the Quran. All of us were acutely embarrassed. | W
deeply pained as to why God caused us Muslims tg
humiliated by raising Jesus alive to heaven. If anyg
should have been kept alive and raised to heaver
should have been our Holy Prophet, the Last Prop
who came with the perfect religion for all nationg
However, God made him die and be buried in t
earth, but He raised Jesus, a prophet of a partic
nation for a particular time, to heaven in his livin
body. What could be the purpose behind this, exc
that Jesus has a special relationship with God?

Meeting the Promised Messiah

A year passed. In 1891 a family elder showed me
book Fath-i Islam by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,
Thank God, when the same verse came before m
this book and | saw thatutawafika meant “l will

cause you to die” andifi ‘uka illaya meant raising in
honour, not bodily, | jumped with joy and cried ou
this man is true, he has saved the honour of Islam,
made Islam triumph over Christianity! My elders we
greatly displeased at my unbounded happiness al
was warned.

However, only a few days later Hazrat Mirz
sahib came to Sialkot, and | ran to see him. But | h
that same fear in my heart, that if he is a saint an

Mujaddid he might find something wrong with me

and curse me and attack me. However, an irresisti
attraction took me there. When | caught a glimpse
him for the first time in the Hakim Hissam-ud-Dir
street, it was like seeing a bright flash of light whig
came and passed away. After s prayer he sat in
the mosque of the Hakim sahib. People asked
guestions and he answered them. Watching him,
fear departed. Seeing his excellent etiquette and

k:

nesimplicity | was overjoyed. | was thankful that he was

theot the kind of narrow-minded saint, as was the image
heof religious men in my mind. He was a human like us,
oll,but an embodiment of spiritual radiance and exalted
hemorals.

t
JZ;[he high qualities of the Promised Messiah

neTen years passed. What transpired in that period | do
not mention all that here. | come to the time when |
e started going to meet Hazrat Mirza sahib in Qadian.
| There was a force of attraction that pulled me towards
. Qadian again and again. Any leave that | had, or any
bsgining time between transfers in my job, | would
waaways go to Qadian for the privilege of meeting him.
eyin the early days | was absolutely astonished that
ndHazrat Mirza sahib met me just as one man meets
'h@nother, as a very courteous, loving friend meets you.

N My conception was that he would be sitting in a
ahaughty manner, with his eyes closed. Then he would
bgast a critical look on my behaviour, my appearance,
N&ny clothes, and find every kind of fault with me and
» thoroughly castigate me. But what | saw was that he
heirrived smiling cheerfully and made me sit besides
> him. He would ask how | was doing, how was my
'€family, how my medical job was going, what was the
llakews about the plague epidemic. While talking he
0 would be laughing, he would call for tea and offer it to
PPe with great affection. The first time this happened, |
did not partake of the tea due to respect, and it became
cold. Maulana Nur-ud-Din said to me, Why aren’t you
drinking your tea, do take it, you won't be doing
th‘%mything wrong. Hazrat Mirza sahib noticed that the
tea was cold and he called his servant to bring hot tea
® fbr me. The servant started to take my cup away but
Hazrat Mirza sahib stopped him and said: Bring the
_hot tea first and then take this cup away.

hnd 1O sum up, he was talking to me freely like a

ef(rjiend, being happy with me, encouraging me in every

Lgvyay- He would not initiate any preaching or religious
talk unless someone asked a question and broached a

religious topic.
A

adA painful observation

H ghe gist of it is that the Promised Messiah would meet
all people with such courtesy and hospitality that it
blgvas absolutely astonishing. A beautiful picture of
Ofislamic civilization was seen in his morals and
manners which was so pleasing to the mind; far be it
h that he would hurt someone. But when | see certain
~ people among the followers of this righteous man,
IMvhether they are at a meeting or a social occasion, not

rr?_)éaring that what they are saying or doing is hurting
is
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another brother’s feelings, | am deeply pained by thisBut Hazrat Umar considered it impolite and bad
This cannot be called a requirement of religiolsmanners that he should say: The man whasaihas
behaviour. They say: “We speak bluntly, we are likebeen voided should go and perform higzuagain.
bare swords”, so that they are entitled to speak|tdnstead, Hazrat Umar said: Let us all perfonmazu
anyone in whatever way they want to. Even jnagain. These good manners and shielding someone
preaching it is not necessary to use hurtful languagefrom being exposed and singled out are so wonderful.
If saying the truth is going to injure someone’s heart,He bore some trouble for himself but saved a man
what is the need to say it? If it is necessary to say if, ifrom embarrassment.

can be put in such a way that you make your pojnt We saw the Promised Messiah, that when he

without causing offence. Of course, it is a different \youid be going for a walk accompanied by people

matter if you have to speak to correct false religiolsihey would follow him very closely, and sometimes a
beliefs or refute un-Islamic ideas or expose hypocrisy.man from behind would trip and push him so that his

A society cannot be called civilized and cannptstick would fall out of his hand and roll forwards. But
remain united until its members follow the principle the Promised Messiah would never turn around and
that everyone of them should be safe from beipdook to see who pushed him, so that the man who did
injured by the hands or tongue of another memberit would not be embarrassed.

Humour, levity and the making of jokes is good only  There are hundreds of such examples. How many
as long as it makes people jovial and cheerful. But.5n we keep on giving? Until we show the deepest

when humour hurts someone or is directed at exposingoncern for the feelings and the temperament of our

a fault or weakness in them, then it does not remgitygther, and for hiding his faults, we cannot be called
humour and entertainment but falls in the category|of.ivilized. or in other words. we cannot be called

bad behaviour. Joking of this kind leads to resentmeng;slims because according to the definition given by

and discord. To make sarcastic comments to hurfye Holy Prophet Muhammad Islam and civilization

someone is not the way of a civilized society. Simi- are exactly the same thing, and not opposite things.
larly, to disregard and to reject with contempt the

opinion of a lowly and ordinary person cannot he
called Islamic manners. To look down upon a perspon

scornfully because of some flaw in him, is what . .
constitutes the spiritual illness known as arrogance, The flna“ty Of

which cannot be tolerated by Islamic civilized values. prophethood -1

Jewels from history of Islam
In the history of Islam there are such lofty examples Speech at the annual meeting (Jalsa) of
of superb Islamic manners that it completely asto- the Lahore Ahmadiyya Anjuman in
nishes and overwhelms the mind, and the present da

civilization collapses into dust in comparison wit December 1917
those examples. Nasir-ud-Din Shah was a king|in _
India who took no pay from the treasury but made his by Maulana Muhammad Ali
living by writing copies of the Quran. Once a mgn Translated by the Editor
came to see him and, looking through his manuscripts,

told him that there was a word which was copied

inaccurately and needed correction. The king mgde “Muhammad is not the father of any man
the correction just as the man indicated. When the from among you, but he is the Messenger of
man left, the king changed the word back to what it Allah and theKhatam an-nabiyyiri.(33:40)

had been before. Someone asked why he had OnIenis verse of the Holy Quran which | have read has

that. The king said: what | had written was right a dbeen declared by the men of Islam to be the founda-
the correction which the man pointed out was wro Ytion of the finality of prophethood. That is, it is the

but I did not want to embarrass him by telling him that, — . f the belief th h fter th
he was wrong, so | made the correction that he wa teEflS‘IS of the belief that no prophet can come after the
and changed it back as soon as he left! oly : Prophet Muhammad, may peace and the
_ ) blessings of Allah be upon him. There are certain
In the time of the caliphate of Hazrat Umar, on¢ematters regarding which there figtional unanimity
when he was leading the prayers a person broke windys an evidenceror instance, the Holy Quran contains
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the commandmentKeep up prayer,and of the
believers it is saidThey keep up prayerThe Holy

Prophet Muhammad himself obeyed this command

ment, and since he did so the next question is whe
the practice of the Holy Prophet about prayer
reached us in its original form or not.

Consensus of thé&Jmmaabout prayer

Regarding this we see that all the Muslim sects, e
those bearing the utmost hostility towards o
another, have been agreed and united on this sinc
beginning of Islam. Only one form of prayer is fou
prevalent among them, which is evidence that ind
this is the same prayer that the Holy Prop
Muhammad performed during his life. These facts
sufficient testimony for us: that all the Muslim sec
are agreed that five prayers a day should be sai
obedience to the command “keep up prayer”, ther
agreement on their times, and there is agreemen
the number ofaka‘s in each of the five prayers.

If today, after thirteen hundred years, someope

raises a difference, as tlhhl-i Quransect has done,
then that is not an evidence against the gener
agreed practice. The fact that all sects, even those

had other differences with one another after the HolyV

Prophet’s time, so much so that they fought and kill
each other, are agreed on prayer proves that this

indeed the practice of the Holy Prophet. As againsf

this, for a man today to rise up and say that this is
the real form of the prayer, has no value. If there
been the slightest doubt about the authenticity of t
form of prayer, then there would have been so
difference about it in the first generation of Islam. TH
fact that there was not any difference is clear prd
that the truth is what all are agreed upon.

Consensus of thé&Jmmaon finality of prophethood

Likewise, regarding the verse above, we first look
the testimony of the consensiym@') of the Muslims.

Have all the Muslims been agreed that according
this verse the institution of prophethood is closed af
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, and have all Muslin
based their firm belief on this verse that no proph

can come after the Holy Prophet? Look at the

differences between the Shias and the Sunnis, and
differences of the Khawarij with both the Sunnis ar
the Shias, the Khawarij who declared war on Haz

Ali. All these people, despite being enemies, agrded

that no prophet can come after the Holy Proph

Muhammad. Their agreement, which is the consensu

of the Umma, proves that these meanings have be
given by the Holy Prophet himself. If there had be

some group from among these people would have
expressed that doubt.

hé?eath of Jesus and consensus of thbnma

adRegarding the issue of the death of Jesus, it may be
asked of us: Why don’t you accept that Jesus is alive
because that is the consensus of themé& This
argument is not correct. Firstly, it is not a part of the
emloctrines of the faith, fundamental or secondary, that a
ecertain prophet is still alive or that he died. Secondly,
thiewe look at the beliefs that have prevailed in the
d Ummait is not correct that there is a consensus on
edhis. From the beginning, commentators of the Quran
ethave accepted the death of Jesus, albeit for a period of
rgime, some for three hours, some for three days, and
s others for different intervals of time. Thus they have
iaccepted the death of Jesus for different periods of
isime, which is a clear agreement on the death of Jesus.
omhese people did not belong to any unorthodox sect
such as the Mutazila. Take thdajm‘'a-ul-Bihar
which is a dictionary of Hadith. In it the belief of a
great Imam is clearly recorded in these words: Malik
aid Jesus died. A few days ago someone said to me:
it is true that this was the belief of Imam Malik then
hy don’'t the Maliki people, the followers of his
dschool of law, hold the same belief? | said: Go further
ck; can you imagine that Jesus said that he was
eally God and the son of God, which is what his
O(ollowers today believe him to be? Therefore, the fact
adhat the Malikis believe that Jesus has not died is no
i€vidence that Imam Malik also believed the same.

o Muslim ever rejected finality of prophethood

gfln short, the consensus of the Muslim peofjled’ of

the Ummg is a powerful argument. We have to see
whether among the Muslims there has been any man
who said that prophethood did not end with the Holy
Prophet Muhammad, and that prophets can come after
him. If there has not been any such person, and the
tfonsensus on the finality of prophethood is so
LeUniversal that no one has gone against it, then how can
hsit be rejected? If there has ever been any such person
etthen name him, otherwise if you reject this consensus
ethen you are left with nothing of Islam. How do you

at

tfgow that the Quran you have is exactly the same as
gthat which was revealed to the Holy Prophet
LoMuhammad? It is only throu